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DESPATCHES FROM UNITED STATES MINISTERS TO JAPAN 


Volume 66 


September 2, 1893 - June 30, 1894 


¢ 


INTRODUCTION 


The 83 volumes reproduced in this microcopy contain communications, 
with related enclosures, that were received by the Secretary of State 
from diplomatic representatives of the United States accredited to . 
Japan in the period 1855-1906. The series, which may be referred ar 
as "Diplomate spatches, Japan," is part of a larger body of records 
in the National Archives designated as Record Group 59, General Records 
of the Department of State. The documents have been reproduced in the 
order, for the most part chronological, in which they appear in the 
volumes, Their contents are registered on Roll l. 


The volumes, each of which has been microcopied on a separate roll 
(except volumes 81 and 81 Annex which have been placed: on one roll), 
are distributed as follows: 


Roll Volume teal Inclusive: Dates 


March 17, 1855 = June 29,. 1858 

July 1, 1858 = December 31, 1859 
January 2, 1860 — May 6, 1862 . 
February 7, 1862 - December 31, 1863. 
January 4, 1864 - ‘Decenibér 31, 1864 
January 2, 1865 - December 31, 1865 * 
January 3, 1866 = December 31, 186 
January 2, 1867 - December 31, 1867 
January 2, 1866 - April 8, 1868 

April 10, 1868 — August 26, 1868 
September 1, 1868 - April 1, 18 
April 1, 1869 - March 10, 1870 

June 25, 1869 - April 21, 1870 

May 2, 1870 - September 20, 1870 
September 20, 1870 

September 22, 1870 - December. 1, 18°70 
January 1, is71 - April 26, 1871 
April 28, 1871 - August 21, 1871 ~ 
August. 27, 1871 - December 22, 1871 
December 23, 1871.- September 27, 1872 
September 29, 1872 - January 12, 1873 
January 18, 4873 - April 12, 1873 
April 16, 1873 - May 26, 1873 — 

May 27, 1873 - July 5, 1873 

July: 6, 1873 - September 2, 1873 
September 13, 1873 - - December 18, 1873 * 


2. 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
2 > 
6 6 
Le, 7 
8 8 
23. 9 


NUSESEEEGRES 


og 


Inclusive Dates 


kibble 16. 19°73 ~ March 20, 1874 
March 21, 1874 - October 8, 187% 
October 9, 1874 = March 20, 1875 
March 23, 1875 — October 5, 1875 
October 6, 1875 - February 5, 1876 
February 8, 1876 - August 22; "18°76 
September ‘ 1876 - March 6, 19877 
March 7, 1877 - September 19, 1877 
‘September 2i,, 1877 = December 31, 1877 
January 4, 1878 - April 17, 188 
' April 18, 1878 - July 23, 1878 m. 

July 24, 1878 - December 27, 1878 .«< 
January 4, 1879 - July 23, 1879 _ 
July 24, 1879 - October 29, 18799 
November 6, 1879 - March 24, 1880 
April 9, 1880 | - duly 26, 1880 
August 3, 1880 - Jarfuary a; ieee 
February 1, 1881 - June 30, 1881 — 
’ July 4, 1981 - November 23, 1881 
December 3, 1881 =— May 23, 1882 
May 30, 1882 —- November 30, 1882 
December 4, 1882 = July 31, 1883 
August 3, 1883 — December 31, 1883 +. 
January 7, 1884 — June 30, 1884 
July 1, 1884 = December 29, 1884 
January 2, 1885 - July 30, 1885 
August +;-1885 - December 31, 1885 
January 6, 1886 - July 9, 1886 
July 10, 1886 - December 29, 1886 
January 1, 1887 - May 23, 188'7 
June 1, 1887 - December 31, 1887 « 
January *6, 1888 - October 26, 1888. 
‘November 5, 1888 - July 31, 1889. : 
August;1, 1889 - January 31, 1890 
February 5, 1890 - June 23? 1890 

July 7, 1890 - December 243 1890 

» January 8, 1891 — December 2, 1891 
January 5, 1892 < December 28, 1892 
January 4, 1893 - August 28, 1893 
september 2, 1893 = June 30, 1894 
July 3, 1894 = November 29, 1894 
December 7, 1894 - July 31, 1895 
August 9, 1895 - September 22, 1896 
October 1, 1896 - November 30, 1897 
December 6, 1897 = August 29, 189s 
September 3, 1898 - July 29, 1899 
August 3, 1899 - June 30, 1900 
July 1, 1900 = January 31, 1901 
February 5, 1901 — December 31, 1901 


444 


Inclusive Dates 


January 3, 1902 - August 30, 1902 
: eee 1, 1902 = November 30, 1903 
', December 1, 1903 — June 30, 1904 
© saly Le 198 = bruary 25, 1905 
80 March - August 31, 1905 
$1 R sale lg 5, 5 ea february 2, 1906 
Sl Annex . ‘November 24, AI AS 
82 - Marc’ 1, 1906 - “august 9, 1906 


Most of the communications are original despatches, “usually : 
pei gor by enclosures. Some of the enclosures are. original notes 


and,  Seonal only, by private citizens of the United "Stati A 


considerable*number of enclosures are copies of communica’ fom sent 
by American representatives to Japanese. officials, Pamphlets, news- 


paper clippings, and other printed matter are sometimes enclosed. 


* 4% 


Apart from numbered despatches and .enclosures, these. volumes 
contain many unnumbered letters, some of which are marked "Private" 
or "Confidential." Unnumbered ‘or private letters » more informal than 
despatches, may report official matters requiring secrecy or not ) 
fully covered in the despatches, or may convey personal news, 
acknowledgments of appointment or recall, announcements of arrival 
or departure, and statements of official expenses. The volumes also 
contain telegrams and cables, which were not numbered. 


vy The register to “these despatches reproduced on Roll 1 of this 
microcopy consists of selected pages*from a mumber of State Depart— 
ment registers, which, taken as a unit, comprise a register of these 
despatches from 1855 to 1906. These register volumes, in their en— 
tirety, record diplomatic despatches received by the Department of 
State from American legations throughout the world from 1789 to 1906, 
For the period beginning in 1870 the comnunications reproduced in 
this microcopy are registered, with those from representatives in 
other countries, in volumes that have been reproduced as the first 


10 rolls of File Microcopy-17, State Department Registers of re 


~ pondenc Ce 


In Record Group 59, General Records of the iseicd Gasetty of State, 
in the National Archives there are several series of volumes con- 
taining additional material on the relations between Japan and the 
United States. ,Complementary to the diplomatic despatches are 
instructions ‘from the Secretary of State to the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of the United States accredited to Japan, 1855-1906, 
which have been reproduced on Rolls 104-108 of File Microcopy 77, 


Diplomatic Instructions of the Department of State. Additional 


records pertaining to the relations between the United States and 
Japan during the period covered by the present microcopy include the 


aa 


iv 


communications ("Notes") exchanged between the Secretary of State and 
the diplomatic representatives of Japan in Washington. Related to 
these records, though less directly, are despatches to the Derpart— 
ment of State from United States consuls at Nagasaki, 1860-1906 
(File Microcopy 131), Kanagawa, 1861-1897 (File Microcopy 135), 
Yokohama, 1897-1906 (File Microcopy 136), and at Osaka, Hiogo, and 
Kobe, 188-1906. All these series were discontinued on August 14, 
1906, when the Department of State adopted the practice of filing 
incoming and outgoing correspondence, not of a routine nature, by 
subject in a single numerical case file. Correspondence on routine 
matters was placed in a "minor file." In 1910 this system was 
abandoned and the Department's present decimal system of subject 
classification adopted. The numerical case file, the "minor file," 
and the decimal file are in the National Archives through 1929. 


é as in the National Archives,.in Record Group 84, Records of 
the Foreign Service Posts of the Department of State, there are 
records kept by American diplomatic and consular posts. Although 
these post records duplicate to some extent the records that were 
kept in Washington, they supplement them importantly by providing 
detailed information about many transactions that were only summarized 
or were not reported on at all in the documents that were transmitted 
to Washington. File microcopies- ‘of these post records have not been 
made, 


In this.microcopy the ends of lines next to the binding have not 
always been reproduced by the camera; a reading of any lines thus 
affected will be provided upon request by the National Archives. 


“ROLL CONTENTS, 


The volume: microcd ied on this roll has the following , 
backstrip title: pan / Edwin Dun / September 1, 1893 /— 
June 30, 1894 / 17 - yan we Department / of State." It. contains 
communications, with related enclosures, to the Secretary. of 
State from Edwin Dun, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary accredited to the Govermment of Japan, April 4, 1893. 
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Enclosure with Mr. Dun's No. 19. 


(Translation ) Received September 7th 1893 
No. 26. Department for Foreign 


> : “Affairs, September 6th 1893 
His Excellency 
Edwin Dun, 


Envoy Extraordinary and “inister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America. 

Sir : 

I have had the honor to receive Your Excellency's note 
No. 5 of the llth August last, in which you enclose copy of a 

circular from the Honorable the Secretary of State of the 

United States on the subject of an international irrigation 
congress to meet at Los Angeles’, “alifornia, October 10th, | 
1893, and request the cooperation of the Imperial Government 
through duly accredited delegates. 


Having at once referred the matter th the Authorities 
concerned, I am now in receipt of a reply to the effect,. that 
circumstances prevent the Imperial Sovernment from sending 
delegates to the proposed congress. In requesting you to com- 
municate this reply to the proper Authorities, I sincerely 
regret that the Imperial Government are not in a position to 
accept the invitation. 


Having in view, however, the fact that the report of the 
proceedings of the congress will prove highly valuable, you 
will permit me to ask you in advance to forward to me a copy 
of the report when it will have come into your hand. 
I avail myself &c., ko., ke. 
Signed Mutsu Munemitsu 
_ Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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~ Bnelosure No. 1 with Mr. Dun's Nog, 23» 


Copy. Recéived U.S. Legation Sept. 18 '93.: 


“Lhegation Tokio le 6/8 Septembre 1893. 
Imperiale 
de Russie 
No. 298. 
Monsieur et cher collegue, 
Je me fais wm devoir de transmettre ci-pres a Votre Ge vou 
Excellence: la traduction d'une lettré officielle: que je: ; 
viens de recevoir du General Unterberger, Gouverneur 
Militaire a Vladivostok al et du Docteur David Scott 
Moncrieff, citoyen des Etats This, que j'avais muni il ya 
de cala quelque temps d‘une lettre de recommendation au 
Général Unterberger sur la demande de Votre prédécesseur. 
Je ne manquerai pas de Vous commniquer tout ce que 
j'aurais appris sur cette affaire ulterieurement. 
Veuiller agreer, “Monsieur et cher ollegue, l "assur- 


ance de ma consideration la plus distinguee. 


(sed) Hitrovo. 


Son Excellence 
Mr. E. Dun / « 
Envoye Extraordinaire et Ministre Plenipotentiaire 


des Etatis Unis d' Amérique. 


Enclosure.» 


Enclosure with Mr. Hitrovo'’s letter to Mr. Dun. 

(copy) 

(Translation). 
Military Governor of the Seaside Region to the Imperial 
Russian Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
at Tokio, § Vladivostok/ the 11/23 August 1893. 


- Doctor Scott Moncrieff recommended by Your Excellency's 
letter dated 16/28 of May last, and despatched to 
Siberia and the Seaside Region with special commission 
relative to anthropological investigations amongst the 
tribes inhabiting that Region, upon his arrival there 
chose the tow of Nicolaevsk on Amour as his headquarterg 
thence he has started for his scientific researches into 

a Guiliak (tribe) village on “ape Pronge (estuary of the 
Amour river). Staying there, as it appears from informat’ 
tion forwarded to me, he went ‘iat alone to séa on a. 
boating excursion on the 30th July (llth August) and never 
returned . The Guiliacks suppose that he has been car- 
ried away into the open sea by the wind. | 

The casesbeing most minutely investigated and 


most thorough search is being carried on along the coast 


of the mainland, as well as that of Saghalien island, 


but so far no traces have been found. 


Enclosure with Mr. Hitrovo's letter to Mr. Dun. 
Copy - (Received Sept. 19th, 1893 U. S. L. ) 


(Translation.—) Imperial Russian Legation, 


No. 298. Tokyo 6/8 September 1893. 


My dear Colleague: 
It becomes my duty to transmit here#! 

with to Your Excellency a translation of an official Lcthes: 
which I have just received from General Unterberger, Military 
Governor of Vladivostoek on the subject of Dr. David Scott 
Moncraéff a citizen of the United States to whom I gave a 
letter of introduction to General Unterberger at the request 
of your predecessor. in . 

I shall not fail to communicate to you all that may subée 
sequently come to my knowledge about this affair. 

Receive , my dear Colleague the assurance of my most 
distinguished consideration 


(sed.) Hitrovo. 
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‘Pnclosure with Mr. Dun's No. 25 
opy 
Private-* 
“oreign “ffice, 
Tokio, September 28, 1893 
‘ly dear Dr “hitney, 

In response to the inquiry contained in 
your note of the 2%th instant, ! beg to say that a> 
special understanding exists with the ‘reat ‘orthern 
Telegraph ‘ompany whereby /apan has accorded, condition- 
ally and for a limited number of years, certain exclusive 
privleges Ea Se E , communication between 
‘apan and China. I should add that Japan, in making 


Pid 
P 4 


the concessiom referred to, imposed strict conditions in 


the interests of the pubbic as régards rates and contin- 


uity of service. 
The arrangement is not of a publie character and 

I must, in consequence, request that,’ in communicating - 
the particulars herein containedto the Department of 
State, note be made of thefFact that the information is 
confidential. 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 


T. Nakada. 
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ad Enclosure with “r. Dun's “No. 28. 
Co | . 
: Russian Legation, 
: | eae eee October 10, 1893. 

Mr. Monerieff's body w@s found at a place 
called Yingov on the Saghalien coast, or rather above 
that place; when- i do not know, but on the 25th of 
August it was transported to Port Alexandrovski of the 

i: same island. | 
Faithfully yours, 
W. Roukhovesky. 
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“LABORE VINCES ” 


; 


Turspay, Serremser 197s, {s0s. : 


mE 


| 
San 1 engee Ap tog Reigate atlempt to 
bring into city fifty Japanese contract 
laborers was defeated by laine sara of Im- 
| migration MePherson. The Japs arrived bere 
} on the Walla Walla from Victoria, B.C., and. 
} Were shi back yesterday worning (Aug. 
(28rd ). y-eight Japanese came here on the 
_ Walla Walla, but it was discovered that al 
| but-eight were contract laborers, and. were 
. | here by an agency in Japan known as the Emen 


ga uarters at Kobe. 


| rough one of the 
a 
if 


uramateu. His 


occupation. 1 left Kobe, Japau, on the 30th 
day of July, 1893. While Fg ae I went to 
the. Emen Kabushiki Kwaisha and bought a 
. ticket for $56.50, which entitled we to passage 
on the steamer and a position when I arrived in 
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' All the Japs wore a 


| Empress of China, and is is said that tere are 


, 800 more of them up ‘there waiting to come to 
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» YOKOHAMA, 9ra OCTOBER, 1893: 


eee ease 


1K 
JAPANESE LABOURERS IN VANCOUVER. | 
Vice-Consul Kito, who has lately returned | 
from Vaticouver, has been, among other 
things, describing to a Mainichi representative | 
the condition of Japanese labourers in that. 
island. In the United States, he says, the 
Geary act has been enforced against Chinese 
immigrants, and now Japanese too are being 
treated almost'as severely. Many who went 
to San Francisco have either been sent back 
to Japan or deported to Vancouver. Others 
.fagain have made directly for the latter, ; 
| whence they contrive to cross the boundary 
between Canada and the States. In 155, 
days between the Ist of April last and the 
Sth of Septeihber, no fewer than 869 Japan- | 
* ese arrived in Vancouver, of whom a majority 
~ Were ignorant labourers. Skilled labourers 
were very few indeed. Some probably conte 
with the object of plying their caliing in 
_ America, but the majority appear to have’ 
been enticed by glowing promises; or by their’ 
own imagination to go there as to a 
land of plenty. But on arrival, their hopes 
are blasted, and their way of life is such as 
must bring Japan inio disrepute with for- 
eigners. When they leave Japan, they 
dress themselves in cast-off uniforms of sol- 
diers or policemen, which in their country- 
sides may look all very well, and put on torn | 
pairs of boots, and walk about the streets in | 
sinali companies. They enter eating-housesand ' 
grocers’shops and when they pay for their pur- 
chases, they do not make use of their pockets, | 
but no matter whether there are ladies before 
them or not, they open their coats and waist- 
coats, draw out their shirts, exposing their 
_ stomachs to the admiration of all beholders } 
and unfasten their wallets, which, after the | 
fashion of all country people, they wind in a 
hollow belt round their bodies. ey 
. "ee ee, 
ex 


Enclosure 3 with Mr. Dun's No. 30. 


U.S. Consulate, — 
Hiogo, October 3, 1893. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your despatch of the 28th ultimo, asking for information 
regarding the existence , in Hiogo Ken, of a Japanese 
organization called theEmigration Company or Association. 
In reply I have to inform you that a company was 
organized in Hiogo, in ‘January of last year, called the 
Japan Meiji Emigration Company, with a capital of 30000 4 
Yen. The President is Sunaga Kiyoshi. The Company paid 
the Kencho 10,000 Yen as security, to be forfeited, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary, to pay the expenses 
of emigrants returned. The object of the Company, ds _— 
‘stated at the Kencho, is to send emigrants to Victoria 
to engage in coal mines.’ Having, however, been unsuc- 
cessful im this enterprise, I am informed that they have 
of late been sending emigrants to Australia and America. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) E.J. Smithers, 
Consul. 
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Enclosure with Mr. Dun's No. 39. 


Reading of cipher telegram transmitted to the Secretary 
of State November 27, 1893: 
Gresham, 
Washington. 

Japanese Government agree to take 
measures to prevent foreign vessels using the flag of 
Japan to evade seal fisheries regulations, but declines 
to require bona fide Japanese vessels to observe 

% regulations unless protection asked for should be 
given Japanese seal fisheries. 
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Al 10.30 a.m, the members ot bot Teac i. 
sembled in the Debating Chamber of the Upper 
House to receive the [mperial Message on the 
opening of the fitth session of the Diet. The 
Emperor, accompanied by Marquis Tokadaiji, 
Grand Chamberlain, Viscount Hijikata, Mini. 


ster of the Imperial Household, Marquis Nabe- 


| 


shima, Grand Master of Ceremonies, and a 
| namber of Chamberlains, proceeded to the 
Diet at 10.45 a.m., being received at the gate 


by Marquis Hachisoha: President of the House 


“4 


of Peers, and within the gate by Mr. Hoshi 
“Toru, President of the House of Representa- 
tives, Marquis Saionji, Vice-Presittent of the 


.|} House of Peers, Mr, Kusumoto, Vice- President 


-of the House ot Representatives, Messrs. Kane 


} ko and Mizuno, Chiet Secrétaries of the House 


Of Peers and the House of Representatives, 
respectively, as well as the various Secretaries. 
Within the Chamber, the Peers were marshalled 
ou the East and South, the Representatives on 
the West and North, the Cabinet Ministers 
‘standing ou the lett of the Throne. Precisely 
pati o'clock, His Majesty, conducted by Mar- 


his seat upon the Throne. His Excellency 
Count lio, Minister President of State, now 
advanced and presented a scroll to the Em- 
| peror, who opened it, and standing up, read as 
tollows in a clear voice :— 


> House of Representatives—We bave attended in 
petson to pet for m the Cetemony of uperntiug the 
[imperial Diet. 
| We have twstructed Oue Cabinet Ministers to 
sibanit for your deliberation the Budget for the 
a7ih year of Meiji, which has been compiled ac 
cording to due admtutstrative processes, a> well 
aS various essential pr ojects ol law. 

We trust that you will fully discharge the func- 
tion of consent dictated by the exigencies of the 
wer vice of the State. 


The members of both Houses received this 
inessage with a deep obeisance, and Marquis 
Hachisuka, then advancing to the Throne, re- 
ceived the scroll from His Majesty's bands. 
Che Emperor thereupon left the Chamber, and, 


Zz en 
-_— bn 


eo So — —_ 


quis Nabesh ma, entered the Chamber and took | 


I Meutbers of the House of Peers and of the: 


atter a very brief interval, returned to the Palace. 
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ae ‘Bnclosure No. l with Mr. Dun's No. 46. 


(Translation copy) 
_ Caution concerning the granting of ‘aainarky Spi ee 
of registration. 
—~ _——s Department of Foreign Affairs 
, Tokyo, December lst, 18938. 


Having recently heard that there are certain foreipers 
abroad who with the object of carrying on illicit fishing, 
attempt to make use of the names of Japanese in the sale and 
purchase of vessels and the transfer of registration of the 
same to Japan through the recognition at tht Imperial Consu- 


lates, and’ thereupon to proceed directly to the various local- 


_ ities in pursuit of such purpose, you are fasbeusted in the 


issuance of temporary certificates of registration of vessels 
to act in the matter with strict caution so that no certifi- 
cates shall be granted to parties carrying on such di shonor~ 
able business. 
(sed) Hayashi Tadasu, 
Vice-Minister. 

To the Consuls | 

at: San*Francisco, Vancouver, Tientsin, Shang- 
hai, Hong-kong, Singapore, Fusan, Ninsen, Korsakoff and the 
Gamaretal Agent at Vladivostock. 


Enclosure No. 2 with Mr. Dun's No. 46. 
(Translation copy). 
Se Department of Communications, 

Tokyo, December, 1893. 

‘ 

I am instructed to. inform you that an agreement has been 
concluded between Great Britain and the United States concern- 
ing Fishing in Behring Sea, and that report has reached here | 
that since Japan is not a party thereto, and not bound thereby, 
some attempts were likely to be made to have vessels belonging 
to nationals of both countries registered under the names of 
Japanese and fly the Japanese flag for the purpose of following 
the pursuit of fishing in Bhhring Sea. 

As the control of fishing by the different countries has 
become strict, no doubt these designing schemes are contrived 
to evade the law. In cases, therefore,of the purchase of for- 
eign vessels, if the transfer of registration is requested, 
you are, upon strict examination, to act in the matter so that 
no such malfeasance as the above may arise. 

(sed) Saito Hide-aki, 


Chief of the Marine Bureau. 


To the Governors of Territories, Imperial Municipalities and 


Prefectures upon the Seaboard. 


ne vee am teint /5 10978. 


brace the trpininag sof sth fe 


pe of 2th Hr pocrint Naprancas Adiet 
pw the REE eattinae, Che Prerudsmagor 
Af the Kru Meuse of thet ray Kaw : 
lh Cauav adloniahmut 7 The unin 


Pes me and ttn 4 - 


aes 
ae pee ea if athe Mond ” i (be prarn TTirs ; 
* AD dshateg Ths Naét vay VIP MP ane ten dual 
3 ad ~Whairnean tf That 
Aud Atadaige. iv iene pf: oe 


f Sey 20s awit ices any Mnrt. ge 


1 5 Citar 
eT aR a hte Ana 4 Orc? 

pattie LY eg ip AM hee The Arvw 
ee Compras v apache. Annds + lucrinny 


ae: anaes dnd a a ee Anrg-- Ss Ar 


—— the prtiey if Ah, eadira of 


Spore Mteat fatty asial: LTA 


an Spperation Ae the Orissa, 


i“ 


I eeiicses thet hear Acelia alanis Peutienily 


. ini AAPA pe ae afew, flard_, py 
the. ag %& er -auelaut, 2. mg es Mrised 
MUAY. ie Agee 4 2am aa _fey iuwAnt.d, 
( i 


A mint, nr: PE LOT Argard 


Ard 


Otay 
+4 


And Atanud Ah Ada *, pewacaaeee: Chasaged. 
swurhith at ney ar, a to Any The Mrwec. | 


Phy. At yg sanFitow “:-ade/: 
“Kat th Ousctiat, 
"Pe Nahe o/ uw Kasaneg Aped the 
lear arenes (4) The Sour and At 
"A wr 4 ne Lesagia diticadti. batt. Has 
“OQhruta puch, de _thnild dam: 
= Laks >the Ancecadarty atipr “Ff ~ 9 


oF 


Cu ww Atltan 411.cAtu. TAL LID IOVS © PPE TF “i 


af a Ohetl dita As Ahith —— 
the mae ded Larue bet run Stee 


dhahi 11414 Dirnral Assd 21114. ptabdthase- 


Xislid ay Larntinkd k, rthe Anthen ene 


lg nnd A “ wt. td bho Aa SSG, 
Grsbid. ty F i, 
yevaew, 4 that psa 


he 
0 hiss At tt Th 


a ca 3 wa | Ow Wrahe Lina t 
ha Me 


sage j tkat Afr Ax. —_— hit Wa no 
‘Mascw why Kk Whacid term pe 4 arth th. 


af auaggtilin tintrditd im The rein "el 


ney ae ll 


Ppnaacd 
On Ake / SD ne dtant , An —" < 
+ Dur. Morahie-. ee Ho gets ana 


} MAdr.s.ae 46 HAL mn ALIA Mitidia AA prow. 


KH AAW Ad fetteuce 
me _ 14 WM Pisa “ih the rua 4 


ae Dpousesrarine a? Sy 1turs Fe _?n AcaTatia, 


= “tthe —Prafrund Uuafcet Qatrnitey rth. Awotuilim 
of athe Womati that a Crunct — 


Compectenee tn the Nuetkint Mrani one 


he Mun tre Of he Draw sin acendanee 

‘with the Thad Aitica of The haus of 

"Hhe WOriaca-, are bg Susan Mo makc. 

OS liuto name Ao 2h. Chrens, and frataputey 
Bet Yur + Prajcats Atrraste: Acta 


MAA heut Brunet Age, Ana AAl ntw 


a) 
ee ee ene PRN IE ey ADT gh SAKE Cy REELS Mag RN EB oT ANG Me A ee a " _ CE AE ETT ARN AN op 0 A ty be . fate find day 
\ - 
Pa | *, 
34 338 : Pt R ‘ eae a Loo iu ; gr : 


(fe 


lia 
rs 


wi AL wee Attila The Brafatiias ent 


ru Akdh vteasion <_ 


or 
O/ fuse AAdArew wae ee 
—TKL sre feta / and fn. the Spatsll as Teo 


MHis- Dnayey Anmads nea ree aifaly. , am 


Ieg tasty ne 
(OVWhithin the antag of 7th. 
‘hAAriee friacnTiA ho’ ty Qe a 
"Mouse of (Lepriantalina tr that 
“ke Arica: Praca 1a Charge — 
“ta Se CA? pee eS a 
hr Otrarpoley. thet rke Mrcoe’ 


“Atairse’ 1% A ppr.aw dee Y fees hacrag 


pte 1n% Lrr16v thinegh Ants F 


“Aiihirdle er a | rE MES Soe e st cen A aE 
o! Thier ea ar pee, The. Gs rn flirer/ wa 


br Mea ye fs the  6lgscs. Atif Sol 


~ oe 
avails ee 4 


~ 


ee 


LTT’ 


Dagesty nia th, tMhecz 


( hacdesct oh the AMoree oy (teprresen TA 19; 


ee 


dk cete, s/o. * Navataks * Ww1iAr1 inka 7 
‘Qelintte thet the debyiet f the iA duee 


“farcain Td cto a Dnajerg | by the 


O 


/ 


Moa: AWAY tt C1ar.r > aia Dnapcat parcden 
“fo TAL L2r10 0111211. 1Tlid. by Ahi Marve 
ae PO 4 - Minreurls wir, Je ~tanad 
“that Ake rae ior Aicpilsy fras'ned 


“™ 
"% aac Akhil yj adAdiaus uny ee 


“—— ; = AM oe aa tang ane Ania 


offs thes Ataurcd tundra “4 : ia Ma 
i NReal rth Lh isi, Oy. Che. A 


a endl aut TtAL 
h.. eg My. Mrahi wmv to the 
( 


aE (Bis csiladst fr soeae 
wu. the - 7 q& Albino 11gid Ahs ; sania Mtg 


Movaer: Asciach afar 


. 
* 
: 
ae 


ne 


, rs ae Thie- Jrucotion ft sean 
L sed 
af Compas wee Ae ame proper. hice 
——— ALaaru ae 
ily arrserd tt, o din smd ne 
a Nita; Le. Pi-dsian ahi: 
On ths OF ceo oe 
. Cisicsias thn trr18nds Te ifort aud 
Ubrnuntndsd rAhat Dur. fork 
Wy 2m urd re opfe- As Apeciegy 
Co ak Pore An Ahin+Aieeon. 


il br “the Jo pital A1edia hit aubiiad 


of Manus protege "(i he Qherrtd Ar ihe 
UV ¢ 


/ 
i 


_ finda fev “A “ 4412/1. 
é fj 
c 


On “LAL Lae Amndtart : Tih prrecd 


é Ase <3 ia fa Linstiaiin 3 —Kacnig Ai furid ’ 
: Mn Moa A Le: ey (AiacAuit “f the NGcuss 


Agasis otord< The Char? and, AY Ait 

) 

Me: Bites hs hot wh the Rrstud- 
: . sf f ww As LL @ a / 


; 1g) s~hith JL oP is Ah th psmapee Xo 


et A AAQer Ma { daw i : Ae < ae 
11146 t +f rn a “gu 
Cyn Mme  — igura sArheth fi At¢ 
‘i fn i/ 7D 
eee na Bia) Poveda 4: eg Agri 
Ul ‘ ' P 
Rharr-tia rtrAYw tC Ahs A , emer 
Courrier it fee eennenyy _ Lte ere © & 
: 114 Acfrarsee ‘F ths ACALL Ax fp istic 
Ardk, 4s =the XO Juel Nhat Ke QheutaA 
_ Aldigua 
| . 
Liegii111501 in dain of ths A) wecplruary 
Mesa err Mrz Morke AVAYN A v Aidid 
a 
frow the if! POOP ii ( U prisinlatire : 
d 
ty A vVtGQ xf IS S$ ~~ And Je Aqasnet 
Ib, ¢ 6, g 
| An hula 
© Atw~ the > pore Le tutto oo Oe 
eatiadl. CURA Ain the” \; i Shack 
“fs hd fa C + sees 
y Ths yh POOPY gprs: tMntihha 0 Ke rie g 
Meee ky 
iL6t xX TAL Xoorki C/N Ararna,” that 
ad 4 | 
a drevece wav frrrer ar Matunint Ararngel 


< : e 


’ 
rm rzirg } 
y : a 


fe ¢ Athd Aut -M41 a, saat Ao The 
i/ y ( 
Ta Thing action -w The uct re 
U U/ 
A we — 
the P LAD Ny nits , aon Va hea a424 Adu. 
a ", be pe 
Shia “th. n tnete2et ” wee 


rth Clip prriige- —— TIAL Pree’ Drak 


My fotlon ws 


h_- G9 7% tA 1ltis10i— (Foi sgpespak iy 114 TK 


Nouras 4 a hi dintatiror orn Vine 29% 
# Pore austanti _batncal tutta 
"Sk, Ath 4 Avant of i rapes “4. 


the (Priachict if the Fiimcai i (Lops 


a 1 Anetant — CActacal tutta - 
“OY MW yy a = " 
() t Wueil af ( tif, dlidin. lati iv. 
a 
gq tA 


a seata mY pe a Oe fe: ’ 
U 


44 [3% 


ass he. Moorea + ( Ue/s Udiss-ted 2tiurs’ oM hte SQ 
ay 


a / Ll th arnrtladt j- buTncal Anttha 


“AX > i 


SECPO S i 


ei. 
ee i ae, Duele ns THe 
aa (oF? Oe 8 se ArL aly Aacdlin 
aud, Tathin soglihes aeith Che ints 


_ Abptly os The Socio we: a a Char 


and Tudlerthap pert of This umarh— 


‘ : : : q 2%, 


ff. : 
es é 


a es Ve 
tr dAsonct Mtrtaul 


. & 


"i 


Bi m2 
Paw. Brisker AM}, of7, 


i The Sapan Duly Mart. 


mtn ne 


Novena 30. 1893. 


A A LOL ALANS 


Vonownama, Tuvurespay, 
eo 


oe atte BR i te 


_ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

The House met at 1 p.m., the Order of the 
Day being the election of the Chairman of 
Committee of the Whole, and of the members 
of the Standing Committees, The Presider 
announced that the House’s reply to the Imperial 


Speech had been carried by him to the Palace, | 


and the reply, as well as the Emperor's answer, 
were read as follow :— 

The members of the House of Representatives 
through thes President, Hoshi Toru, are unable 
sufficiently to express the sentiments of profound 
reverence inspired by Your Majesty's gracious 
presence on the day of opening the Fifth Session 
of the Diet, and by Your Majesty's August Mes 
sage. Your Majesty’s se vants will endeavow 
with all humility to fulfil Your Majesty's purpose, 
and will spare no pains to discharge then duty to 
the State in the humble and careful performance 
of thei: functions of deliberation and comsent, so 
as to show theit profound seuse of Yout Majesty’s 
henevolence and of the trust seposed in them by 
the mation, 

We have received with approval the respectful 
ad«hess of Ou House of Rep: esentatives. 

Mr. Abei Iwane asked leave to address the 
House, but the President proceeded with the 
Order of the Day. oe 

Mr. Abei said that he had an urgency motion 
to introduce, and that he desired the Order of 
the Day to be changed for the purpose. 

The President pointed out that according to 
the 21st Article of the Standing Orders, the 
House, on assembling, must proceed at once 
to elect a Chairman of Committee of the Whole, 
as well as the members of the Standing Com- 
mittees, including the Budget Committee and 
the Disciplinary Committee. The Budget was 
already in their hands, anda case for the consider- 
ation of the Disciplinary Committee might at 
any moment arise. It was obviously most in. 
convenient and contrary to law to proceed to any 
discussion before electing these Committees. 

Several members having declared themselves 
supporters of the motion to change the Order 
of the Day, the President put the question to 
the vote, and declared it carried. 

Mr. Abei explained that bis motion was :— 


“That the President, Mr. Hoshi Tora, having: 


lost the confidence of the House, and it being 


no longer desirable that he should continue to 


preside, he should be invited to take the neces- 


sary siep of his own accord under the circum- 
stances.” 


The President said that he considered the 


debate which they proposed to open entirely 


‘improper, and that whatever decision they ar- 
rived at, he should continue to discharge the 
functions entrusted to him (cries of “No, No”). 
As a matter of sentiment, however, he should 


vacate the chair and absent himself,from the 
chamber while thev discussed the motion. 

Mr. Kusumoto Masataka, the Vice-President, 
having taken the chair, s 

Mr. Abei Iwane said that he had been com- 


the country to introduce the motion now before 
them, despite the friendly relations ordinarily 
existing between himself and Mr. Hoshi Toru. 
It was true that Mr. Hoshi Toru’s actions, for- 


‘tunately for himself, had not been made the 


subject of an inquiry by a legal tribunal, but 


society had emphatically disapproved of them, 


' 


» 


had been condemned stronger by the 
oa Cat ithen: hear). The President of the 
pte Rice Exchange, Mr. Tamate Hiromichi, 


| and the President of the Osaka Stock Exchange, 
: o Koyemon, ‘ 

atpeat M,. Hoshi’s services in the capacity 

>| his position as 

| tatives. 

| Soest Ae ‘soon, the fact remained that Mr. 


had declared in open 


adviser had been engaged because of 
President of the House of Re- 
But even though this point were 


of legal 


Hoshi Toru had frequently met some of the so- | 
called “political merchants” (Seisho) at restauy 
rants; thereby bringing discredit on the House 
over which he presided. Under such circum- 
stances it was out of the question that the 
members should .continue under the presidency 
of Mr. Hoshi. He understood ‘that all the 
parties in the House were concerned about the 
question of the conduct of which certain offi- 
cials had been guilty, but it was obvious that 
before attempting to correct the faults of other 
folks, they must first place themselves beyond 
the reach of reproach. It was impossible to 
pass over in silence the things that had occurred, 
and he called upon the House to resolutely dis- 
charge its duty to the Country and itself. 
—(Applause.) 

Mr. Yamada Taizo asked whether the House 
was (o understand that the offences charged 
against Mr. Hoshi Toru were, first, that he 
had accepted an appointment as legal ad- 
viser to the Exchanges in consequence of his 
position as President of the House ; and secondly 
that he had been present at meetings held by 
the so-called * political merchants,” 

Mr, Abei said that he had confined himself 


to those two points, deeming it unde-irable to 
enter into too great detail.—(Hear, hear.) 


Mr, Yamada attempted to ask further ques- 
tions, but was cried down by the House, 

Mr. Abei said that Mr. Maruyama Meisei, a 
member of the House, had been present wh: n 
the statements referred to were made in a Court 
of Law, and that questions could be addressed 
to him, 


Mr. Inouye Kakugoro called attention to the 


President's statement before leaving the chair: 
that whatever the House’s decision might be, 


he did not intend to abstain from discharging 
bis duties as President. They had not forgot- 
en, doubtless, how absolutely fruitiess had been 
the House's declaration as to the illegality and 


.inoperativeness of the Game Law last session. 


Suppose that Mr. Hoshi Spa treated their re- 
solution with the same indifference as the Go- 
vernment had displayed in the matter of the 
Game Law, had Mr. Abei considered what course 
was to be pursued ? 

Mr. Abei replied that if the House voted it- 
self unwilling to remain under the presidency 
of Mr. Hoshi, it would know what measures to 
adopt for giving effect to its decision, 

Mr. Kammuchi Tomotsyne felt compelled to 
oppose the motion, It was true that, unfortun- 
ately for Mr. Hoshi Toru’s reputation, the press 
had accused him of proceedings which seemed 
to indicate want of caution on his part. But if 
they objected to their President being present at 


/a meeting of merchants assembled in the Im- 


perial Hotel to discuss a matter relating to cot- 


_ton spinning, what were they to say of members 


pelled by a sense of duty to the House and to who identified themselves with schemes ot priv- 


ate railways, and of officials who thought danc- 


ing girls a necessary adjunct of an evening's 
discussion? He did not see what such things 
had to do with the position of the President of 
their House. He was opposed to Mr. Hoshi on 
the great question of M xed Residence, and he 
went with Mr, Abei Iwane in almost all matters of 
politics, but he mast vote against this proposal. 


Mr. Murayama Meisei supported the motion, | 


He had made very accurate inquiries into the 
subject, but should not detain the House by 
entering into the details with which it was al- 
ready acquainted, He might say, however, that 
he bad it on the authority of Mr. Tamate and of 
the editor of he -Ragehin Shimbun, that Mr. 
Hoshi's appointment to the post of legal adviser 
to the Osaka Exchanges had been by way of re- 
ward for his services in passing the Bourse Law. 
Such an incident could not be called direct bri- 
bery, but it approached very closely to the con- 
fines of bribery. Mr. Hoshi had also been 
entertained at a banquet in Osaka as a token 
of appreciation of what he had done, and he 
had, in turn, entertained his entertainers in 
Tokyo, Mr. Saito Shuichiro and other officials 
having been present on the latter occasion. 
There might, indeed, be no question of violat- 
ing any law, but there certainly was question of 
procedure opposed to the dictates of morality. 
As for the apprehension that Mr. Hoshi might 
disregard the decision formulated by the House, 
he imagined that Mr. Hoshi’s friends would be 
aisle to dissuade him from a course so unmanly 
and undignified. 
| Mr. Komatsu Sansei attempted to move, as a 
prior question, that the House was not com. 
petent to discuss the motion now before it, but 
he was unable to proceed with his speech owing 
to the tumult. 


Mr. Fujina Masataka perceived that, accord- | 
ing to the statement of reasons accompanying | 


the motion, three charges were preferred : first, 


Toru's proceedings ; secondly, that his position 
of legal adviser to the Osaka exchanges was due 
to, and the result of, his position as President of 
the House ; thirdly that he bad attended private 
meetings held by political merchants. It was 
impossible to regard such charges gravely. The 
voice of society was surely a somewhat vague wit- 
ness to summon to the bar of the House. Refer- 
ence was evidently made to the Soma case, 
about which so muchexcitement had been raised. 
But in accepting a brief to detend the Soma 
family, Mr. Hoshi bad acted simply in his 
capacity asa barrister, and his action could not 
for a moment be cited as disqualifying him to 
sit as Presulent of the House, With regard to 
the second point, it was plain that the President 
of their House enjoyed & distinguished place 
in society, and that any public company would 
naturally be glad to have his services in the 
capacity of legal adviser. Was he to be debarred 
from accepting such appointments merely be- 
cause he held the Presidency? Finally, he 
should like to know what fault could be found 
with a member of the House tor meeting re- 
—spectable merchants ata convivial entertainment, 
and discussing business affairs with them? For 
his own part, he deemed that such a procedure 
was precisely in accordance with the duties of 
a member who desired to equip himself with 
the necessary knowledge of mercantile affairs. 
The accusations were absolutely worthless so 
far as concerned the purpose for which they 
were preferred. The whole thing was simply 
and solely a political affair; an attack upon a 
leading member of the Fiyu fo. Moreover, the 
House possessed no power to give effect to its 
decision in such a matter, He should vote 
against the motion from every point of view, 
Mr. Tanaka Shozo supported the motion. He 
considered that Mr. Hoshi Toru had brought 
discredit on the House, and should no longer be 
suffered to remain President. ) 


that the voice of society condemned Mr. Hoshi | 


> 


Mr. Komatsu Sansei considered that the dis- 
cussion of such a mction on such grounds was 
altogether alira vires. The allegations put for- 
ward had nothing whatever to do with Mr. 
Hoshi’s discharge of his duties and functions 
as President. If it was considered that his con- 
duct in regard to matters lying entirely outside 
the House and entirely anconnected with the 
House required inquiry or censure, steps in that 
sense should be taken outside the House not 
within it. Moreover, the President had been 
appointed originally for a fixed term of four 
years, and the House had no competence to in- 
terfere with his tenure of office during that time. 
The truth was that this motion, though nomi- 
nally based on the grounds set forth in the 
accompanying statement of reasons, was purely 
a political move. 

Mr. Nakamura Yaroku supported the mo- 
tion. He contended that if the House were 


required to place confidence in the President 


during the whole term for which he had been 
appointed, it might equal.y well be required to 
place confidence in a Minister of State so long 
as he remained in office, He denied that poli- 
tics were at the bottom of the motion, and 
averred that it was wholly a question of morality, 
and aftera speech of some length, in which, 
however, no new arguments were introduced, 
he moved that an open ballot be at once taken. 

The closure was put and carried, and the | 
House decided to hold an open ballot, the re- 
sult of which was 166 “ ayes” and 119 “‘ noes.” 

‘The President at this point returned to his 
place, smiling. | | 

Mr. Wada Hikojiro said that the House hav- 
ing come to such a decision, he moved that it 
adjourn to give the President an opportunity of 
adopting the course suggested. 

The President said that he regretted to be 
obliged to say, that after due reflection he saw 
no reason to comply with the suggestion em- 


| bodied in the motion just passed, 


A motion for yo na having been made 
and put by the President, the House rose at 
3-20 p.m, 
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THE VOTE OF WANT OF CONFID- 
ENCE IN THE PRESIDENT OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
oe -—— ------ -- 
THe House of Representatives, by a 


majority. of 45 in a total attendance of 
285 members, has passed a vote of want 
of confidence in the President, Mr. Hosni 
Toru. Just a year has passed since the 
same House voted the same Mr. HOSHI to 


the chair with unexampled unanimity. The | 


law provides that the President of the 
House of Representatives shall be nomi- 
nated by the EMPEROR from among three 
members elected by the House, and, fur- 
ther, that the members thus elected must 
have a plurality of votes in their favour. 


With a House divided into so many dis- | 
sonant parties as is the Japanese House of | 


‘Representatives, it is not easy to secure 
an approach to unison on any question. 
Generally it has been found necessary to 
take several ballots before a list containing 
three tiames could obtain the prescribed 
plurality sanction. But there was no such 
difficulty in the case of Mr. Hosui Toru. 
He obtained a plurality vote at once, and 
was carried to the Presidential seat amid 
the plaudits of the three parties then form- 
ing the Opposition. the ¥zyu-to, the Kaz- 
shinto, and the Domeé Club. It was tho- 


| roughly understood at the time and, indeed, | 


openly stated, that the object of the Op- 
position was to obtain a strong President, 
whose itifluence as a party leader and 
prestige as President should be employed 
outside the House for the overthrow of the 
Cabinet, and whose Presidential functions, 
within the limits of law, should be exer- 
cised inside the House in the same cause. 
_ Every one imagined that in Mr. HOSHI the 
Opposition had found a man exactly suited 
to the occasion. That he was strong, re- 
solute, and able, his record proved abund- 
antly, and that he was bitterly opposed to 
the Meizi Statesmen his whole career had 
demonstrated since his resignation of office 
twenty years ago. 
said against the Japanese system of en- 
trusting the Presidential duties to a man 
elected by each House, and commission- 
ing him to discharge those duties for the 
term of the House’s existence, namely, 
four years. Such a system is wholly in- 
compatible with our English theory that 


There is much to be | 


the Speaker of the House—and note must | 
be taken of the fact that the President of 
the Japanese House of Representatives is 
invested with much ampler powers than 
the Speaker of the British House of Com- 
mons—should be entirely independent of 
parties, and should hold his high position 
for the term of his natural life, or until he 
chooses to resign it, without reference to 
the political complexion of this Cabinet or 
of-that. Still, however defective from the 
point of view of English principles, the 
Japanese method ‘thas worked well en- 
ough in practice. The Presidents of 
the House of Representatives, though 
in each case prominent members of the 
Radical Party, have discharged their duties 
impartially and conscientiously, Mr. HOSHI 
Toru especially showed himself a man of 
judicial fairness, prompt judgment, and 
resolute courage. Against his conduct 


while in the Presidential chair, not a whis- 


per has ever been heard, On the contrary, 
his manner of performing his functions 
couferred dignity and honour on the Pre- 
sidential office, and aroused, in the foreign 
public at all events, a new sense of re- 
spect for Japanese Parliamentary capacity. 
But outside the House he disappointed his 


supporters. In the first place, he opened 


a vehement campaign against the Kaishin- 


to who had hitherto marched abreast with 
the Fryu-to in their attack upon the Cabi- 
net. He declared that the Kaishin-to were 
mere crafty office-seekers, using the Fiyu- 
to for the purposes of their own selfish 


-ambition, and caring nothing how much 


they obstructed national progress. This, 
of course, brought upon his head the 
enmity of the Aaishin-to, as well as that 
of the Domeé Clnb, whose sole raison 
d'étre is to preserve harmonious céopera- 
tion between the Fiyu-to and the Karshin- 
fo. In the second place, he enunciated 
the statesmanlike doctrine that opposition 
for mere Opposition’s sake did not be- 


Fcome any political party entrusted withi 


the nation’s confidence, aud that the 
time had arrived when the Fiyu-to 
should abandon their destructive pro- 
gramme and formulate a constructive one. 
Both of these steps savoured of a tend- 
ency to support the Government. The 
strength of the Opposition had consisted | 
in the coalition between the $iyu-to' and 
Kaishin-to, which gavé them-an effective 
majority in the House. By separating 
the two parties, each, though in greatly 
differing degrees, was reduced to a state 
of comparative impotence. Farther, the 


| Cabinet’s chief difficulty had hitherto been 
that all its measuree were incontinently 
rejected by the House without reference 
to their merits. But the Fiyu-to, by adopt- 
ing a constructive programme, were trans- 
formed from umreatoning and implacable 
foes into intelligent critics and_ potential 
supporters. In short, Mr. HOsHt’s line, 
whether or no it pointed directly to an 
alliance with the Government, certainly 
tended to make things easier for those in 
power. The suspicion thus suggested was 
sedulously pushed into prominence by his 
jenemies. He might be a partisan to his 
heart’s content so long as his partisanship 
had an anti-official bias, but so soon as he 
leaned however little in the other direction, 
sentence of condemnation must be pro- 
nounced, Evidently the most signal re- 
to deprive him of the great honour of hold- 
ing the presidential chair. With that aim a 
velie ment agitation was commenced against 
him two months ago. Reviewing the me- 
thods employed, it is impossible not to be 
struck by their paltriness. The first source 
of agitation was the notorious SOMA case. 
Mr. HOSHI, in the practice of his profes- 
sion as barrister, was consulted by NISHI- 
GORI, the preferrer of monstrous accusa- 
tions against the SOMA Family and its 
fchief retainers. Having declined to act 
for NISHIGORI, he subsequently accepted 
a brief from the SOMA Family, and. the 


correctness of his judgment was ultimately 
| demonstrated by the failure of the accusa- 
tions against the SoMA folks, and the ar- 
rest and imprisonment of NiSHIGQRI him- 
self. But his political adversaries saw an 
opportunity iy thisincident. They loudly 
accused him of violating the canons of his 
profession by accepting a brief from the 
defendants after he had been made the 
recipient of the. plaintiff's confidences. 
The Barristers’ Association, under the pre- 
sidency of Mr. HosuHl’S most obdurate 
political enemy, Mr. O1 KENTARO, and in 
the immediate sequel of a bitter struggle 
_about a question of organization in which 
the two men had led opposing sections, 
applied to the Public Procurator to arraign 
Mr. Hosui before the Disciplinary Court. 
But the Public Procurator, after due in- 
vestigation, decided that no grounds ex- 
isted for such action. Then followed 
a commotion about the methods employ- 
ed to secure the passage of the Bourse 
Bill which became law last session. It 
was freely charged’ that bribes had been 
‘employed by the advocates of the Bill, 
and a public print, the Xaishin Shimbun, 
did not hesitate to accuse Mr. HOSsH! 


venge that could be taken on him would be | 


attended meetings held in hotels and 


reference was made to the statements of 


Toru of having abused his position of | 
President in the interests of the Bill, 
and even of having allowed himself to be 
swayed by improper influences. Mr. 
HOsHI promptly took action against the 
néwspaper, with the result that its editor, 
proprietor, and publisher were convicted 
of malicious slander and sentenced to tm- 
prisonment and fine. They appealed, and 
the hearing of the appeal is still pending. 
It would seem to ordinary folks that Mr. 
Hosut had now defeated all the attempts 
to discredit him. The Public Procurator* 


had decided that there existed no grounds 


for arraigning him on the first charge, and 
a Court of Law had sent to convicts’ cells 
the formulators of the second. But Mr. 
HOSHI’S political enemies were not to be 
deterred by such trifles. It was necessary 
that he should be pulled down, and in 
order to contrive his fall they planned to 
introduce a motion of want of confidence 
in the House. I[t must be confessed that 
the principal parties to this strange scheme 
had each sufficient grace to shrink from the 
responsibility of fatheringthe motion. The 
Kaishin-to, the Kokumin Kyokat, and the 
Domei Club were all ready to support tt, | 
when introduced, bat not one of them was | 
prepared to introduce it. The invidious, 
task was finally accepted by a little coterie 
calling themselves the Setmu Chosa-jo, and 
by Mr. Ape IWANE, one of their members, 
the motion was introduced, as a matter of 
urgency, at the commencement of Wednes- 
day’s sitting. Our readers have probably 
read the debate, if such it can be called, | 
thatensued. Probably in the whole history 
of parliamentary procedure there has never 
been an instance of a decision so moment- 
ous being invited on such frivolous grounds. 
Two charges were preferred against Mr. 
HOSHI as the ostensible bases of a vote of 
want of confidence. It was stated, first 
that the position of legal adviser to the 
Osaka Rice and Stock Exchanges had 
been conferred on him by way of reward 
for the services rendered in his capacity 
of President towards tlre passage of the 
Bourse Bill; and secondly, that he had 


restaurants by so-called “ official mer- 
chants” interested in the success of the 
Bill. In support of the first accusation, 


two witnesses in the libel suit against 
the Kaishin Shimbun, namely, the Pre- 
sident of one of the Osaka Exchanges 
and the Editor of the Kaishin Shim- 
dun. Incredible as it may sound, the 


House of Representatives was actually 
incited to attach credit to a-second- 


hand allegation made against Mr. Hosni 
by a journalist now under sentence of im- 
prisonment with hard labour for slanders 
connected with analogous allegations. 
Party prejudice can scarcely be pushed 
farther. With regard tothe second charge, 
it must be remembered that the men dub- 
bed “political merchants ”’ 
ing traders and principal citizens of 
Tokyo; men like Messrs. SHipuSAWA E1- 
iICHi, SONODA KOKICHI, 


those of political factions. It must also 
be remembered that semi-social gatherings 
in hotels and restaurants are means com- 
monly employed in Japan for the inter- 
change of views on any question. In fact, 
such means were actually resorted to by 
the very men preferring the accusation 
against Mr. Hosut, and for the purposes 
ofsthe accusation itself, representatives of 
the céoperating factions having met in a 
restaurant the night before the sitting of 
the House to organize their plan of cam- 
‘paign against Mr. HOSHI. We see, then, 
what were the materials of the indictment. 
A charge forming part of an accusation 
which had already been pronounced crimi- 
nally slanderous by a Court of Law; the 
| evidence of a man under sentence of im- 
_prisonment with hard labour for uttering 
the slander, andthe pretence that Mr. 
Hosui had held friendly conferences with 
the leading business men of the Capital to 
facilitate the enactment of a law purely in 
business interests and approved by the 
commercial class in general as well as by 
the Diet itself. There were, in fact, no 
tangible bases of indictment whatever, 
aud the mover of the vote of want of con- 
fidence as well as his supporters’ scarcely 
took the trouble to simulate any faith in 
the reality of their charges. Mr. HOSHI 
had forfeited the confidence of his ac- 
cusers, not by conduct unbecoming the 
President of the House of Representatives, 
but by ceasing to be the advocate of 
a political coalition without which the 
strength of the Opposition’s assault upon 
the Government must be greatly weakened. 
His fault was not that he had dishonoured 


his high office by intriguing in party in- | 


terests, but he had not intrigued in the 
interests of the right party. Yet, on these 
singularly flimsy grounds, a majority in the 
House agreed to vote that he should be 
“Viivited to resign his position. During the 


progress df\the debate Mr. HOSHI left the 


are the lead-| 


Masupa Ko, 
OKURA KIHACHIRO, and so forth; men | 
whose sole offence is that they set the in- 
'terests of commerce and industry above | 
But there does 


i 


chair and the Chamber, but on the con- 


clusion of the voting he resumed his place 


aud calmly proceeded to the Order of the 
Day, informing the majority that, being 
unconscious of anything reprehensible in 


his conduct, he must decline to accept 


the suggestion conveyed in their vote of 
want of confidence. Thereupon the House 
adjourned. 

The position is extraordinary. The 
House has no power to remove its Pre- 
sident except by recourse to duly pres- 
cribed process, namely, impeachment, or 
appeal to the disciplinary committee. 
not exist the shadow 
of a charge that would warrant either 
of these courses. Indeed, the proposer 
of the vote of want of confidence was 
obliged to admit openly that he had no- 
thing to rely on except.the advice which 
Mr. Hosni’s friends might choose to ten- 
der to him and his own possible willingness 
to be guided by it. Mr. HOSHI, on the other 
hand, is plainly entitled to claim that in a 


matter of such gravity distinct and tangible 
accusations shall be formulated and regular 
processes of investigation adopted, in 
leu of a vague and shadowy indictment, 
which neither pretends to be capable: of 
direct substantiation nor affords to the 
party chiefly concerned any opportunity 
to vindicate himself. The whole affair 
seems to reflect the greatest discredit on 


> * > 
the House’s sense of justice and its own 


dignity. A year. ago it elected by 
acclaim one of its most brilliant leaders, 
to the presidential post, the duties of 
which he thenceforth discharged with 
marked credit to himself. It now seeks to 
remove him from the position on charges 


iso tenuous that -they will not bear to be 


submitted to the most ordinary tests of 
evidence and investigation. Mr, HOsuHi 
deems it his duty to ignore such a farcical 
performance of Parliamentary burlesque, 
and it is to be hoped that he will abide by 
his conviction, He was elected to the 
Presidential chair for a term of four years, 
fixed by law, and to vacate it in obedience 
to the caprice of a coalition of party politi- 
cians would betray a very deficient con- 


ception of the importance and dignity of 


the position. 
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THE ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


t 


THE fifth session of the Diet, though 
still only a week old, has caused much 
uneasiness to friends of representative in- 
stitutions in Japan. No one could be> 


' 


greatly surprised if in the early days-of > 


Japanese Parliamentary Government the 
progress of useful legislation was hindered 
by political effervescence. Something of 


the kind seemed inevitable. For the 


opening of the Diet meant that all the 


who for years had been carrying on a 
virtually barren campaign, their weapons | 
blunted and their hands tied by official 
omnipotence and intolerance, suddenly 
found themselves provided with a plat- 
form for the unrestricted ventilation of 
their long curbed passion: Of course they 


became slightly intoxicated by “such a! 


large draught of freedom administered all |' proprietor, and printer were lying under 


at once, but, on the whole, their-actions 


: Meiss * ‘in other directions. 
enemies of the A/e17¢ statesmen, the men ' however, that the proposers of a vote of 


were by no means extravagant, and the 
impression generally produced was that 
they showed more sobriety than could 
reasonably have been expected. In this 
fifth session, however, when we might 
fairly look for the growth of calmer coun- 
sels and of a larger sense of parliamentary 
responsibility, the members have behaved 
in a manner indicating lamentable lack of 
‘moral ballast. Their assault upon their 
distinguished President, Mr. Hosut Toru, 


though an obvious outcome of political 
spleen, might have been condoned, had 
they adduced any evidence sufficient to 
establish their own credit for sincerity. 
But the witnesses put forward by them at. 
the bar of the House, the witnesses cited 
to warrant a measure of unprecedented | 
character and to justify their own re- 
tractation of a step taken only twelve 


| Chere was hardly a simulation of serious- 


months previously with all deliberation | 


press. The Japanese press, with a few 
notable exceptions, is at present in the 
hands of men who certainly have not in- 
spired the public with any~ faith in their 
fairness or moderation ; meu who pervert 
the gravest national questions into party 
weapons; men whose opinions on any 


matter may be predicted with certainty 


so soon as their political complexion is _ 
known; men not generous enough to be 
accurate, without sufficient experienceto be 
discerning, and so wanting in self-respect 
that they treat the reputations of others as 
mere toys to be played with. Happily 
there are, as we have said, several signal 
exceptions, but on the whole any diligent 
reader of the vernacular newspapers must 
endorse our verdict. Norcan we wonder 
that it should be so, for, in the first place, 
the Japanese press has not yet been 
antirely freed from restraints that deter 
cbmpetent pens, and in the second, the 
Tak of journalistic merit and the credit 
attaching to it are so small that really 
able men seek distinction and emolument 
It was this press, 


want of confidence in the President of the 


| House of Representatives put forward as 


their warrant. Such levity, bad enough undes 
any circumstances, became little less than 
scandalous in view of the fact that the 
newspaper which led the hue and cry 
against Mr. Hosui Toru had been crimi- 
nally prosecuted for libel, that its editor, 


sentence of imprisonment for uttering the 
very slanders which the House of Repre- 
sentatives was seriously invited to take as 
the basis of its vote, and that an appeal 
lodged by the condemned men was still 
sub fudice. \t seems scarcely credible 
that a majority in a parliament supposed | 
to consist of grave legislators careful of 
their country’s interests and their House’s 
fair fame, should have been so blinded 
by political passion as to arraign and con- 
demh their President on such charges. 


ness, for the first witness cited, namely, 
public opinion, was but an echo of the dis- 
credited press summoned to support it. 
Thenceforth every step of the farce was in 
harmony with its unhappy exordium. The 


| proposers of the vote must have foreseen 
| that no man possessing erdinary courage 


and self-respect would tamely submit to be 


; condemned on the strength of intangible 


and solemnity, these witnesses were not | accusations preferred by disgraced wit- 


more tangible than public opinion and the | pegces. 


But when asked what provision 
they had made against the contingency 
of Mr. Hosui’s refusal to abide by their 
palpably prejudiced verdict,.they had the 
foolish fatuity to confess that they de-— 
pended on the intervention of his friends. 
to induce him silently to accept disgrace 
aud undefended to acquiesce in injustice. 
Of course Mr. “Hosi rebelled. No act 


‘could have proved him more unworthy of 
‘the high position he held than lightly to 
surrender it.at the dictation of a congeries 
of political intriguers. His friends, too, did 
not consent to»playsthe faithful part of 
helping to compass his downfall’. On the 
contrary, they acted as friends usually do. 
The misguided majority might even then 
have rescued themselves from their false 
position: they might have handed over 
| Mr. HOSHI to the Disciplinary Committee. 
There would have been a semblance of 
grace about such a course, for it could 
have been interpreted to mean that they 
had desired in the first place to afford the 
President an opportunity of resigning 
without the humiliation of a formal trial. 
But, unprepared to furnish any evidence 
that would bear the test of formal inquiry, 


~ land destined to choose the wrong route 


from first to last, they decided to address 
the Throne. There was no ambiguity what- 
ever about their purpose in resorting to this 
extreme measure. They were the men who, 
twelve months previously, ‘had recommend- 
ed Mr. HOSHI to the EMPEROR for nomina- 
tion tothe post of President. It wasnowtheir 
desire to undo their work, and since Mr. 
Hosu! declined to resign at their dicta- 
tion, they asked the SOVEREIGN to rescind 
the nomination. But the vagueness and 
unsubstantiality of their charges against 
So 
ambiguous was the phraseology of their 
appeal to the Throne that the EMPEROR 
was obliged to ask for an explanation of 
the document. Then, if ever, only one 
course seemed possible. Having commit- 
‘ted themselves to the gravest step within 
their competence, having invoked the aid 
of the SOVEREIGN himself, they should 
have had no alternative but to abide by 
‘their acts, and to declare frankly that they 
sought the assistance of the Throne to rid 
them of a President who, having been 
nominated on their recommendation, now 
Weclined to resign at their suggestion 
solemnly formulated in the shape of a 
vote of want of confidence, Yet instead 
of taking this simple and straightforward 
step, they bowed their heads, and, with in- 
credible weakness, returned answer to the 
SOVEREIGN that they had merely intended 
to apologise for their own want of dis- 
cernment in recommending Mr. HOsHi for 
the post of President. That ts to say, 
in much excitement and flurry they had 


him tainted their whole proceedings. 


punishing a few ill-considered words 
uttered by the President when his ene- 


prepared, debated, passed with acclaim and 
entrusted to their Vice-President for re- 
verential submission to the Throne, a docu- | 


» 


ment announcing that they found them- 
selves afflicted with a bad President, but 
that the fault being their own, nothing 
remained but to make confession and 
express contrition in this solemn manner. 
It is doubtful whether any assembly of 
reasoning men ever stultified themselves 
more signally. Their Address to the 
Throne never could have been presented 
for any purpose but one, yet when requir- 
ed to state that purpose plainly, — they 
shrank from the sound of their own 
voices, and declared that their object had 
been, not to procure Mr. HOSHI’S removal, ' 
but to do penance for their own infatu- | 
ation in choosing him. After that a cloak : 
of friendly oblivion could not be thrown 
too quickly over the whole fiasco. But 
the rancour and political resentment 
that had prompted the persecution could 
not be satisfied without a sop of some 
kind, It was found in 


the chance of 


mies were marshalling..their forces to 
pull him down. He had said that, counting 
their proceedings unlawful, he should not 
hold himself responsible to obey any deci- 
sion they might arrive at. It wasa bold utter- 
ance, recalling the demeanour of the great 
Athenian philosopher in the presence of his 
unjust judges. It was even a contumaci- 
ous utterance according to the strict letter 
of the law, though a hardly-pressed man 
may well be excused if he fails to distin- 
guish at a supreme moment between the | 
respect theoretically due to an impartial, 
sober-minded tribunal, and the contempt 
properly attaching to the verdicts of pre- 
judice and passion, However, Mr. Hosni 
had placed a weapon in the hands of his 
énemies, and they hastened to seize it. 
He was handed over to the Disciplinary 


Committee, and the latter decided that he 


must offer an apology to the House in full 
conclave. That was, perhaps, inevitable. 
But the Committee went’a great deal 


further: they actually dictated the terms 
.of the apology. 


Nothing was to be left 
to the judgment or discretion of the man 
whom they had thought worthy, only 
twelve months previously, to elevate to the 
highest post in their House, and who, as 
they themselves acknowledged, had dis- 
charged its difficult duties with the utmost 
ability and impartiality. Not a sentiment 
of generosity, not a symptom of grace, 
relieved the blackness of the wretched 
affair. The President of the House was 
to be required to stand up and read an 


apology dictated by the men who had 
hounded him into a semblance of re- 
bellion. They themselves had uttered 
against him, in their places, gross accusa- 
tions which they had no evidence to 


support and which they incontinently 


shrank from any attempt to substantiate. 
But at the first word of indignant. revolt 
on his part, he was seized and condemned 
to suffer the cruellest humiliation that 
could be put on him. Happily at this 
point the consciences of the Independent 
members awoke. They proposed that the 
projected apology should be changed for 
_a week’s suspension, and the House con- 
sented tothe substitution. Intruthit wasa 
sorry affair throughout. Men sitting down 
deliberately to play at parliament could 
scarcely have simulated sportiveness and 
irresponsibility more successfully. We 
have entire confidence in the future of con- 
stitutional institutions in Japan, and we 


hold that, all things considered, the Diet | 


has hitherto acquitted itself in a creditable | 


manner. But we do most heartily wish that 
the public faith should not be shake by 
such displays of prejudice, pettiness, ran- 
cour, and vacillation as that just witnessed. 
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i ws § ee might be forthcoming : there were 
reforms such as reduction of the land tax and 
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TUESDAY, 12TH DECEMBER. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House did not sit, the Committees alone 
meeting. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being :— ) 


1.— Report of the ial Committee on the Government Bill for 
amending the Tax Collecting Regulations. 

a.—Report of the Special Committee on the Government Bill for 
making certain Additions to the capital of the Tokyo Mili- 
tary Arsenal 3 


3.—Report of the Special Committee on the Government Bill for 
creating an Emergency Reserve Fund. 

4.—First Reading of a Supplementary Hill introduced by Mr, 
Kagami Kahei for amending the Law of the Houses. 

§.—First Reading of a Bill introduced by Mr. Inouye Hikoza- 

mon relating to the Management of State Pro : 

6.—First 2eading of a Bill introduced by Mr, Kosuki joke: for 
amending the Medical Diploma Regulations. 

4.—irst Reading of a Bill introduced by Mr. Motoda Hajime 
for amending the Law of Organization of the Law C ourts, 


The receipt of various Bills, &c., having been 
~announced, the President, who had resumed 
his seat after a week’s suspension, informed the 
House that an assault having been committed 
the preceding evening on Mr. Shimada Saburo, 
he had addressed to that gentleman a message 
of condolence in the name of the House. 

Mr. Takata Sanaye asked leave to introduce 
an urgency motion for again handing over Mr. 
Hoshi Toru, the President, to the’ Disciplinary 
Committee, on the ground that he had shown 


the Presidential seat afier the passage of the 
House’s vote of want of confidence. 

The House voted by a large majority to per- 
mit the introduction of the motion, but on ap- 
plication for the Government’s permission to 


change the Order of the Day for the purpose, ‘ 


the permission was refused. Mr. Takata there- 
fore announced that he should re-introduce the 
motion so soon on the Government Bills were 
disposed of. 

At this point Mr. Tanaka Shozo, who had 
made several altempts to speak out of order, 
shouted from his seat that the assailants of Mr: 


| the object of the 


for the storing up of such money in the 
Faure etalk would be like creating a special 
fund for a spendthrift son to squander. There- 
fore the Committee were opposed to the Bill. 
Mr. Tajiri, Government Delegate, said that 
he Bill was simpy to piace nn 
Government in a position to deal promptly wit 
emergencies such as the country was unfortun- 
ately liable to. There were provisions in the | 
Constitution for imposing a new tax, raising a 
national loan, or contracting other liabilities 


‘to the charge of the Treasury, and also for 


Creating a reserve fund in the Budget, but 
there were no means for meeting emergencies 
such as this Bill contemplated. 

Mr. Fukuda Hisamatsu thought that the Bill, 
though it ‘had the mien of a god, carried the 
heart of a demon, as the saying went. It might 


_ be pleasant for folks that suffered from natural 


calamities to have large sums lying ready for 
their succour, but it was not equally agreeable 
to the country that money should be held idle 
on the chance of such occurrences. There was 
a Famine Relief Fund amounting to many mil- 
lions, and moreover, the Government, provided 
that it adopted a proper course of procedure, 
might at any time make large grants in aid of 
afflicted people. The House had raised objections 
to grants made on the occasion of the Ai-Gi 
earthquake, inasmuch as the procedure followed 
had been faulty, but the Government need never 
fear that there would be any reluctance to en- 


_dorse State munificence exercised in a worthy 
contempt for the House's decisions by resuming 


cause and in accordance with constitutional 
provisions. 

Mr, Suyematsu Kencho supported the Bill. 
He did not hesitate to say that if the question 
of the proposed measure’s expediency were sab- 
mitted to the constituencies there would be an 
almost unanimous vote in its favour. 

Mr. Awaya Shinazo remarked that Mr. Suye- 


-matsu’s position was somewhat ambiguous. 
One day he appeared as a Government Dele. | 


gate; the next he addressed them from his’ 
place asa member. It was like listening to. 
singing with.too loud an accompaniment; one | 


> 


never could get a clear idea of either the song | 
Shimada Saburo had been instigated by a per- | | 


or the samisen. ! 
son now in disgrace (evidently referring to the | 


Mr. Suyematsu said that, though a member. 


President). The President took no notice of 
the interruption, and the Order of the Day was 
proceeded with. 


Mr. Ando Kiuka, on behalf of the Special | 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for | 


amending the Tax Collecting Regulations and 
the House voted to carry it to a Second Reading. 

Mr. Awaya Shinazo, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
making certain additions to the capital of the 
Tokyo Military Arsenal, He said that the Bill 
embodied a measure of which the House had 
always approved, namely the transfer of the Naval 
Powder Factory to the Army Department. 

The House, without question or debate, voted 
to carry the Bill to a Second Reading. 

Mr. Kawashima Jun, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported that as the 62nd and 69th 
Articles of the Constitution contained pro- 
visions enabling the Government to take 
financial measures in the event of calamities 
requiring grants from the Treasury, the Com- 
mittee saw no reason to create the Emergency 


Reserve asked for by the Government in the | 


of the House, he was a Government Delegate. 


This position was perfectly intelligible to any 
one familiar with the methods of constitutional 
Government. If Mr. Awaya had practical ex- 
perience of being a Minister of State, be would 
find no difficulty in understanding these matters. 

The House voted against carrying the Bill to 
a Second Reading. ae | 

Mr. Takata Sanaye now introduced his urgency 
motion. He was well aware, he said, of the 
old proverbs *‘ do not follow a beaten foe” and 
“ the hard-pressed rat will bite the cat,” but in 
a case like the present, where the House's 
decisions had been despised and its dignity 
insulted, the strongest measures must not 
be shrunk from. -Mr. Hoshi Toru, in the 
face of a vote by a large majority that the House 
no longer placed confidence in him, and in the 
face of an Address to the Throne, had persisted 
in retaining his seat, thereby showing contempt 
for the decisions of the House, and bringing it 
into disrepute.—(Mr. Tanaka Shozo at this 


_ point shouted out, ‘‘ He isafool.”) The motion | 


he had to propose was this:—‘ Hoshi Toru, 


member of this House, by resuming the Presi- 


“dential seat to-day, bas treated the vote of the 
House with contumacy, and has insulted the 
House. 
handed over to the Disciplinary Committee for 
proper punishment”. Some persons might 
imagine that Me, Hoshi was entitled to resume 
his seat at the expiration of the sentence of a 
week’s suspension previously pronounced against 


him, but that sentence had been entirely ancon- - 


nected with the original vote of want of con- 


fidence ; it has been necessitated by Mr. Hoshi’'s | 
conduct when the motion for the vote was 6n | 
He had then declared that | 


the eve of debate. 
he should not respect the House's decision, and 
the contumacy displayed by that language had 
been punished by a week's suspension. He 
had now acted up to the declaration § then 
made, thus showiug his contamacy by deed 
as he had previously shown it by word. For 
this second act he must be punished a second 
time. He claimed, indeed, that his refusal to 
respect the House’s decision was because of 
illegalities in the procedure adopted. Concern- 
ing that, nothing need be said except that Mr. 
Hoshi seemed unable to recognise an offensive 
object when it came under his eyes—(Mr, Ta- 
naka Shozo in a loud voice, ‘‘ He is the Go- 
vernment’s beast,”)—for while himself refusing 
to obey the dictates of the House and treating 
it with contempt, he ventured to accuse others 
of illegality. 
matter should be dropped at this stage. The 
House must assert its authority, and the only 
way to do so was tohand over Mr. Hoshi to the 
Disciplinary Committee. 

Mr. Tatekawa Umpei had a question to ask. 
If Mr. Hoshi's appearance in the Presidential 
chair to-day constituted an offence, why had 
not his appearance there on the 3oth ultimo and 
the 1st instant equally constituted an offence ? 
—(Mr. Tanaka Shozo, ‘‘ Hold you tongue, No. 
300.) 

Mr. Takata replied that the events referred 
to had occurred while the vote of want of con- 
fidence and the Address to the Throne were 
on the tapis. 


Mr. Inouye Kakugoro said that, according 
to the wording of the vote of want of confidence, 
the question of resignation had been left to Mr. 
Hoshi’s discretion. Further, the~House itself 
had declared thatits Address to the Throne did 


not exceed an expression of its own want of | 
Were they then entitled to | 


light and leading. 
punish Mr. Hoshi for not choosing to do as they 
wished, when liberty of choice was expressly 
reserved to him, and for not taking upon him- 
self the consequences of a blunder which the 
House confessed it had made? 

Mr. Takata replied that whatever might have 
been the wording of the vote of want of confidence, 
it amounted to an injunction addressed by the 
House to Mr. Hoshi, and he was bound to abide 
by it. As for the Address to the Throne, there 
could be no greater mistake than to suppose 
that it did not directly concern Mr. Hoshi. 

The President said that as the motion before 
the House was for handing over a member to the 
Disciplinary Committee, the pros and cons of 
the step must form the subject of preliminary 
_debate.—(Cries of “‘No, No,” from all parts of 
the House, especially from Messrs. Tanaka 
Shozo and Shimizu Bunjiro.) 

The President said that his ruling was in 
accordance with Art. 117 of the Law of the 
Standing Orders ——(Mr. Tanaka Shozo here 
shouted oft a filthy expletive.) 


Mr. Muramatsu Kameichiro moved, as a pre- 


liminary motion, that no debate take place. 


It was out of the question that the | 


It is therefore resolved that he be | 


) 


. 


ye 


The President, however, persisted in his rul- 
ing and the House became much excited. 


Mr. Ooka Ikuzo moved that the President's | 


present ruling was a violation of the Standing 
Orders, he should be handed over to be Dis- 
ciplinary Committee. | 

Mr. Yamaguchi Chiosaku supported the mo- 
tion, but the President ruled that as he could 
not be punished for his interpretation of the 
Rules in the discharge of his Presidential duties, 
Mr. Ooka’s motion was out of order. 

Mr. Hashimoto Kiutaro pointed out that it 
was for the Disciplinary Committee to decide 
whether Mr. Hoshi should be punished or not: 
consequently, nd occasion existed for the House 
to debafe the question, 

Mr. Inouye Kakugoro recommendcd the Pre- 
sident to expel the members who were creating 
such a disturbance. 


Mr. Nakamura Yaroku recommended the 


President to resign his chair to the Vice-Pre-| 


sident, since his own acts were under con- 
sideration. ~ 

The President declined.—(Confusion.) 

After some further altercation, the President, 
in deference to the urgings of many of the 


| members, put the question to the House whe- | 


ther the propriety of handing him over to the | 
Disciplinary Committee should first be debated, | 
The House voted unanimously in the contrary | 


sense. 


_ Mr. Takata Sanaye’s motion was then put | 


and carried by a large majority, 
The President then left the chair. 


Mr. Ooka Ikuzo, pressed his motion for. 


handing over the President to the Disciplinary 
Committee on the Separate count that he had 


Ne re ciel tune Orders in the discharge of 
his Presidential functions. 
The House passed the motion, and proceeded 


with the Order of the Day. 

Mr. Kagami Kahei having explained his Bill 
for amending the Law of the Houses, it was 
handed to a Special Committee nominated by 
the President. The same course was pursued 
with regard to the remaining Bills on the Order 
of the Day, and the House rose at 4.50 p.m. 
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THE LAST ACT OF THE HOSHI 
TORU DRAMA. 


, i. 


THE House of Representatives yester- 
day crowned the edifice of injustice 
and prejudice to the building of which 
its time had recently been devoted with 
so much diligence. It expelled Mr. HOSHI 
Toru. <A year ago it raised him with 
acclaim to the highest honour it could 
bestow. Yesterday it declared that he 
"was not fit even to be a member : not fit to 
sit in legislative conclave with Messrs. 
TANAKA SHOZO and SHimizu Bunyjiro! 
: It has long been understood that the fond 
‘hope of Mr. Hosnt’s enemies was to com- 
pass his expulsion from the House. They 
did everything in their power to push 
their fellow-members to that extraordinary 
excess, But it was not sapposed that they 
could succeed. The law requires that ex- 
pulsion must be voted forby more than two- 
thirds of the members present at the time 
of the introduction of the motion. 


Few 


persons imagined that such a majority could 
be persuaded to perpetrate such a wrong. 
But it is evidently impossible to forecast | 


the acts of Japanese politicians in these 
'times of passion. What took place yes- 
terday in the House is not public. The 
debate was conducted with closed doors. 
But it is known that the Disciplinary Com- 
mittee was by no means unanimous in 
recommending Mr. HQsHI’S_ expulsion. 
On the contrary, only nine voted for expul- 
sion, six Opposing it. 
tion came before the House, political 
sentiment over-rode everything. There 
was a debate, indeed. This at least may 
be said in palliation of the wretched affair, 
that some semblance of deliberation was 
preserved. Two hundred and seventy- 
seven members were present, and on an 
open ballot being taken, 185 cast their votes 
for expulsion and 2 against it. Arithme- 
tically speaking, two-thirds of 277 is 184%. 
Hence the vote of 185 just, and just only, 
satisfied the terms of the law, ‘‘a majority 


vote of more than two-thirds.” But we 


greatly doubt whether the spirit of the law. 


was satisfied. No such thing as a fraction 
of a vote being possible, it is evident that 
anything less than 185 does not amount 
to two-thirds of 277, and anything less 
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But when the ques- | 


‘| PEROR’S nominee. 
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than 186 cati not be called “more than 
two-thirds.” However, such petty con- 
siderations need not concern us in view of 
the great fact that 185 members out of 277_ 
were found to vote in such a sense. For 
it must be remembered always that the only 
offence charged against Mr. HOSHI at this 
final stage of his persecution, was his refusal 
to resign the Presidential chair. For that, 
and for that only, he was handed over to the 
Disciplinary Committee, and for that alone 
he was expelled. At no time previously 
had there been any question of conduct 
unfitting him for membership of the House. 
Even when the original indictment was | 
preferred against him, the line openly 
taken by his assailants was that he should 
be invited to resign the Presidency. Had 
he done so, there can not be the smallest 
doubt that all proceedings against him 
would have ended theu;and there, and 
that he would be sitting safely in his place 
as a member to-day. But he declined 
to bow to a verdict basedJupon accusations ) 
so vague and sypported by testimony so 
unsubstantial that the impartial section 
of the public could only laugh. For that re- 
fusal he has been expelled from the House. 
Not his conduct as member but his conduct 
as President, has brought this sweeping 
sentence upon him. Yet he is the Em- 
The House, before 


| passion carried it wholly beyond the con- 


trol of reason, recognised fully that in the 
event of Mr. HosHt’s refusing to bow to 
its judgment, no resource remained but to 
ask the EMPEROR to remove him. Now, 
however, it has proceeded against him as 
though the SOVEREIGN never had any 
share whatever in his appointment. Mr. 
HOsHI held his position as President under 
the EMPEROR’S commission. No power was | 
competent to remove him except the So- 
VEREIGN. The House of Representatives, 
by expelling him because he refused to ac- 
cept his congé at its hands, has distinctly | 
violated the Imperial Prerogative, and has 


emphatically shown how very slender is its | 


real sense of respect for the SOVEREIGN 


whom it professes to hold in such re- 


verence. 


No legislative assembly of 
thinking men could have written up a 
worse record against themselves than the 
Japanese House of Representatives has 
now compiled. The difficulty of the situa- 
tion is easily appreciated. Every one 
will admit that from the moment of pass- 
ing a vote of want of confidence in Mr. 
HOSHI, the House could not consent to sit 
under him as President. But failing his 


consent to resign, only one proper course 
was possible, namely, appeal to the Em- 
PEROR. To expel him for refusing at the 
House’s bidding to surrender an office to 
which the, SOVEREIGN had nominated him, 
was to Micvicde an act of injustice to- 
wards him and of disrespect towards the 
EMPEROR. 
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Legation of the United States, 
Tokyo, December 18,1893. 


W. H. Abercrombie, Esquire, 

United States Consul, 

Nagasaki. — 

Sir:- On the 14th instant I was informed by H.:1..J. 
M's. Department for Foreign Affairs that , charges having 
been brought before you against a certain Lake, a citizen 
of the United States now resident at Nagasaki, Japan, 
you had refused to entertain them on the ground that the 
said Lake having been deported from Japan in 1871, and 
having returned to Nagasaki without permission, you had 
withdrawn from him your official protection, and he was 
therefore, no longer subject to your jurisdiction. 

Upon the receipt’ of this information, I telegraphed 
you as follows:- 

"I am informed by Foreign Office that you refuse to 
"exercise jurisdiction over Lake. I advise you, under 
"concluding paragraph, Department Instruction 158 , For- 
"eign Relations 1879, page 698, tha t American Consuls 
: "can, in no case, refuse jurisdiction over American 
*citisens:.Send particulars. 

"Dun, Minister." 

On the 15th instant I received from you telegraphic 

S reply 


#2. 
reply as follows:- 

"Eake deported 1871 under Article 7 of Treaty. Re- 
“turned. without permission last winter. I refused pro- 
"tection. See letter Secretary Fish to DeLong, September 
"1870. Civil case now pending before Japanese Court. 


“Lake notified by Japanese to leave December 31. Shall 


"I, protect him? Wire answer. 
"Abercrombie. * 
On receipt of this, I, at once, sent you in reply the 
following telegram: -" 
"It is my opinion that American 
"citizens cannot forfeit their right of trial by Ameri- 
"can Consular Courts for offenses committed in Japan and, 
"as Lake is still an American citizen, you cannot refuse 
jurisdiction over him in any Cas, civil or criminal. 
"See Bingham to VanBuren, Foreign Relation 1875, part 2, 
" page 81l. 
"Dun. * 

I referred you to Mr. Bingham'’s despatch, dated Tokyo, 
June 7, 1876, for the reason that it clearly covers the 
‘case now under considerationand , furthermore, that the 
views expressed therein by Mr. Bingham,No. 232, dated 
June 7,1875, to Mr. Fish, covering his- correspondence 
with Mr. VanBuren, apparently met with the approval of ‘% 
the Department, as the concluding paragraph of Mr. 
Payson's( Third Assistant Secretary of State) instruction 
to Mr. VanBuren - see Foreign Relations, 1879-page 697- 
No.158, dated Novenber 23, 1878, indicates as follows:- 


* It is therefore to be regretted that you disre- 
"garded , in this case, the opinion camimnicated to you 
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“you by Mr. Bingham, at your request, on the 7th day of 


"June, 1875, in the case of Rappeport.* 
“T'so entirely concur in the views expressed by Mr. 
Bingham in his despatch of June 7, 1875, to Mr. VenBuren, 
that I cannot express my ow opinion moréclearly than by 
quoting the first paragraph of that despatch. 
Mr. Bingham says:- 
"Referring to your despatch, of date 
" the 25th ultimo, No. 850, in relation to J. M. Rappeport, 
"and the request of the Governor of Kanagawa for his 
"deportation, I have to say that, in my opinion, the 
" provision of the 7th Article of the Treaty of 1858, 
"that the Japanese Authorities may require Americans who 
"have been convicted of a felony, or twice convicted of 
"a misdemeanoss, to leave the country, does not, as your 
"despatch seems to imply, confer the power upon the Jap- 
"“anese Government either to deport such convicted Amer- 
"icans or subject them to Japanese jurisdictionand 
"punishment. By such conviction of felony or such repeat- 


"ed convictions of misdemeanors, the Americanso con- 


"victed forfeits his right to go more than one Japanese 


ri inland from his residence or to abide in Japan 
"beyond the time allowed by the American Consul, not ex- 
"ceeding one year; but, in my opinion, such convict does 
"not forfeit his right to be tried for all further of- 
"fenses he may commit in Japan by the American Consular 
Courts,and, if found guilty, to be punished according to 


American 


| Bd, 
"American law." 


Instructions from the Department of State prior to 

1875 and, since then, Mr. Payson's instruction to Mr. 
VanBuren, dated november 23rd,1878,- to which I referred 
you in my first telegram- seem to me to sustain the views 
expressed by Mr. Bingham in the paragraph just quoted. 
Article 6 of the Treaty of 1858 says:- 

"Americans com- 
"mitting offenses against the Japanese shall be tried in 
"American Consular Courtgand, when found guilty, shall 
"be punished according to American lav." 
And further:- 

"The Consular Courts shall be open to 
"Japanese creditors to enable them to recover their just 
"claims against American Citizens." 
It seems to me that, by this Article of the Treaty, Japan | 
ceded to the United States entire jurisdiction over Amer- 
‘ jean citizens resident in Japan without any reservation 

whatever, and the Article designates clearly the courts 
by which that jurisdiction. shall be exercised. 
There is no reservation providing that, under certain 
conditions, Japanese courts shall assume jurisdiction 
over American citizens. That jurisdiction can, in my 
Opinion, be exercised by the Authorities of the United : 
States in Japan , and by them only. It follows that, in | 
the event of a Consul refusing to take jurisdiction over 


an American charged with an offense committed in Japan, 


tees he does not by his failure to exercise it transfer 


that jurisdiction to the Japanese courts. His action 


might result in a miscarriage of justice and be consid- 


5. 


considered 
— sR 
by Japan as just cause for complaimt that the United 


Statés had failed, through her Consul, to fulfill Treaty 
obligations;! but certainly it would not confer upon the 
Japanese Authorities the right to arrest, try, and,if 
found guilty, punish that American citizen. 

In reserving jurisdiction over her citizens in Japan 
the United States withdrew them from th# operation of 
laws which, at the time the Treaty was signed, were con- 
Sidered repugnant to our ideas of civilization and hie 
ity; and ,at the same time, she assumed the obligation 
of maintaining tribunals, not only to try Americans 
charged with offenses against the law ,and punish them 
when found guilty, but also to enable Japanese creditors 
to * recover their just claims against American citizens: 
This jurisdiction and its attendant obligation are in 
full force to-day and it seems to me clear thatin no case 
where a ottiaen of the United States is either the ac- 
cused or the defendant can a Consul of theHinited States 
in Japan refuse to exercise the one or bo accept the 


other. 


The foregoing is given as an opinion, not as an 


instruction to you in your official capacity. 
Tam, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


( signed ) Edwin Dun. 


Enclosure Awith Mr. Dun's No. &§ 


= Consulate of the United States, 


Nagasaki, ‘ecember 16, 1893. 
Honorable Edwin Dun, 


KE. E. and M. P. of the United States, 


Tokio. 


In reply to your telegram of the 14th instant, 

I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a statement of, 
and papers relating to the case of G. W. Lake, an Amer- 
ican citizen. 
In 1871 G. W. Lake, having twice been convicted of 
misdemeangrbefore this Consular Ciurt, was, at the re- 
quest, of the Japanese Government, deported from this 
Empire, in accordance with Article 7 of the Treaty of 
1858 between Japan and the United States. I have the 
honor to refer youto the following copies of correspon- 
dence on file at the Legation:- 

Letter from Mr. W. P. Maneum to Hon. C. EB. DeLong, 

No. 53, of July 8, 1871. 

Letter from Hon. C. EB. DeLong to Mr. W. P. Mangum, 

No. 19, of July 16, 1871. 


Mr. G. W. Lake, having been duly notified of his sentence © 


of deportation, and having been accorded a few months in 
which to settle his affairs, left dapan for the United 
States. Sometime after his arrival in the United States, 


he was arrested, convicted, and served a term of impris- ; 


Prison, New York, the crime being | 
onment at Auburn State we | 
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as I am informed , that of indent. 


About the middle. of January, 1893, without permiss-. 
lon,she returned to Nagasaki. Mr. Lake was immediately 
informed by me that no official protection would be af- 
forded him, inpecordance with instructions by Hon. Sec- 
retary Hamilton Fish to Mr. DeLong, September 10, 1870, 
and also, by implication, contained in instructions in 
Foreign Relations 1879, page 697. Mr. Lake's arrival 4% 
was immediately reported to T. Nakano, Governor of 
Nagasaki Ken, January 14, 1893, a copy of which letter 
is herewith enclosed, marked enclosure No. 1, and the 
folloving reply was received, the copy of which is 
marked enclosure No. 2. 
On January 14th, Mr. Lake telegraphed for a travelling 
passport which, having been sent to this Office, was re- 
turned by me with statement of facts to Hon. F. L. Coombs 
dated March 3, 1893, a copy of which is marked enclosure 
No. 3. On October 10, 1893, I received the following 
communication from C. Ohomori, Governor of Nagasaki Ken — 


a copy of which, with my reply thereto, are marked en- | 
closures Nos. 4 andg. On November 10th, 1893, Moet i. : 
marked No. 6 was received. On November 27th, a letter | 
was received from 8. Hatakeyama, President of the 
District Court, Nagasaki, a copy of which, with my reply 
are marked enclosures Nos. 7and 8. 


At present time two civil cases are pendingagainst Mr. 


Lake before the Japanese Court, to be tried on December = 


26 26th 


#3. . 
26th and January llth respectively. 
___7 have the honor to request you to advise me by 
telegram immediately upon receipt of thés 
first:- whether I shall resume jurisdiction over 


Mr. G. W. Lake; 


ye 
a 
second:- whether he shall be forcedly re-deported 


by me on the 3lst of December, the time allowed by the 
Japanese Authorities, and what subsequent steps shall be 
taken to prevent his landing at Kobe or Yokohama. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


( signed) W. H. Abercrombie, 
U. S. Consul. 


Enclosure No.4 with Mr. Dun's No. ys 


Consulate of the United States, 
Nagasaki, Japan, January 14, 1893. 
Governor T. Nakano, 
Kencho. 
Sir:- 

; I have the honor to inform you that Mr. George W. 
Lake, an American citizen, deported from Nagasaki in 187] 
at the request of the Japanese Government, has returned 
to this city. | 

Will yoydo me the honor to advise me, at your earli - 
est convenience, whether or not there is still existing 
objection to his residence , rdimererils Sarieinstitly in 
this city. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(signed) W. H. Abercrombie, 
U. 5. Consul. 


Enclosure & with Mr. Dun ''s No. Af & 
Copy. Jy. a, 
No. 13. Nagasaki Kencho, 
February 14, 1893. 

W. H. Abercrombie, Esquire, 

U. S. Consul, Nagasaki. 
Sir?- 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 

your despatch, dated the 14th of January last, informing 


me that Mr. George W. Lake, an American citizen, deported 


from Nagasaki in 1871, has returned to this city; and 
asking me whether or not there is’still existing object- 
ion to his residence, temporarily or permanently, in this 
country. 

I regret to state, in reply, that as the said Mr. 
George W. Lake was deported under the 7th Article of the 
Treaty between Japan and the United States I am prevent- 
ed from allowing him to reside in this country. , 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(signed) §_T. Nakano. 


Governor of Nagasaki Ken. 


Lg 


Enclosure & with Mr. Dun's No. off , 
Copy sho.s 
No 372. | Consulate of the United States, 
Nagasaki, March 3, 1893. 
Hon. Frank L. Coombs, 
KE. E. and M. P. of the United States. 


Tokio. 


I have the honor to return, herewith enclosed, 
Mr. George W. Lake's travelling passport, No. 6067, 

Mr. Lake was deported from Nagasaki in 187lat the 
request of the Japanese Government and returned to this 
city about the middle of Januaryfoom the United States. 
I. informed the Governor of Nagasaki of his arrival and 
inquired whether or not there was still existing ob- 
jections to his residence, temporarily or bleh in 
Nagasaki, and received a reply that permission would not 
be accorded him to again réside in Japan. 

Mr. Lake has been accordingly informed by me, that 
according to Article 7 of the Treaty between Japan and 
the United States, no protection will be afforded him by 
this Consulate as an American citizen, and any action 
they may see fit to take in the matter looking to his 
re-depor' ation will be sustained by me, and I also ad 
vised him to leave Japan at the earliest possible moments 


I would respectfully request that in future no applica- 


tion for a passport be considered unless coming through 


this Consulate. 


#2. 
I have th: honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


( signed) W. H. Abercrombie. 


U. S. Consul. 


Enclosure @& with Mr. Dun's N6. Wf : 
Copy. WV ‘ dp « 
No. 109. Nagasaki Kencho, 


oe Y 


October 10, 1893. 


W. H. Abercrombie, Esquire, 
U. S. Consul, 
Nagasaki. 

Sir:- | 

Since the receipt of your letter dated the 15th 
February, 1893, informing me that no protection would 
be afforded by the United States Government to Mr. 
George W. Lake, an American citizen deported from Japam 
in 1871, I learned during the ménth of August last that 
he has been allowed by your Consulate to stay here until 


the 3lst December, 1893, and upon my communication ad- 


dressed to Dr. Arnold, U. S. Vice- Consul, on the 22nd 
of August, asking his reason of allowing Mr. Lake to 

stay here, Dr. Afnold replied to me that his reason for 
allowing Mr. Lake to stay here until the end of the pres- 
ent year is to allow him time to settle his affairs ac- 
cording to Article 7 of the Treaty between Japan and 

the United States. I therefore beg to request that you 
will kindly advise me definitely whether the said George 
W. Lake has since been recognized by your Consulate as 


an American citizen. 


I also would like to know if the said George W. Lake 


vould not be recopnized by you should the Japanese Gov- 


ernment take action to re-deport him in accordance with 
your letter of the 15th February last: and whether 


#2. 
whether any necessary assistance could be afforded by 
your_Consulate to our Police in carrying out the execu- 
tion. _ 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(signed) C. Ohomori. 


Governor of Nagasaki Ken. 


Enclosure st -with Mr. Dun's No. Af vA . 

Copy. os : 

No. 458. Consulate of the United States, 
_——s | Nagasaki, October 10, 1893. 


C. Ohomori, Esquire, 
Governor of Nagasaki Ken, 


Kencho. 


In reply to your communication of the 10th inst. 
asking information in regard to George W. Lake, I bee 
to reply thatas George W. Lake, deported from Japan in 
1871, according to Article 7 of the Treaty between Japan 
and the United States, has returned to Nagasaki, his 
sentence of deportation still being in force, he is no 
longer under the protection of the United States Gov- 
ernment, is an outlaw and is amenable to whatever action 


the Japanese Authorities may see fit to take, whether in 


his trial before their courts, his punishment, or de- 


portation. 

No authority is vested either in the Vice- Consul 
or in the Consul of the United States at Nagasaki, wnder 
the present circumstancés, permitting any official order | 
of any kind being issued to the said George W. Lake, all 
proceedings against him following the usual course throulh 
the Japanese courts as in the case of a Japanese. : 

I would beg to suggest that, as George W. Lake has 
been allowed to remain undisturbed for many monthgsubse- 
quent to the notification of the Authorities by me, of 


his illegal return, time should be given him to re-ar- 


ge his affairs before his re-deportation, 


# 2. 
This , however, is a matter for your consideration. 
~—~In regard to your inquiry what assistanc e would be 
rendered the Japamese Police in case of his re-deporta- 
tion, I have to state that, having no jurasdiction, I 
could render only the moral support requisite to the 
fulfillment of the Treaty existing between our respect- 
ive Governments;; all other United States Consuls in 


Japan would be immediately notified of the fact of his 


outlawry and the same action taken, probably, by them as 


by myself. 
lL on, Sir,” 
Your obedient servant, 
(sicned) W. H. Abercrombie, 


U. S. Consul. 


Enclosure > & vith Mr. Dun's No. £/f. 
Copy. WVs, 6, 
No», 125. Nagasaki Kencho, 
November 10, 1898. 

W. H. Abercrombie, lisquire, 

U. S. Bonsul, 

Napasaki. 

Sirt- 

With reference to your letter of the 138th ultimo, 
regarding Mr. George W. Lake, an American citizen, de- 
ported in 1871 from Japen, I have the honor to inform you 
that I have, in accordance with the tenor of your 
letter, notified Mr. George W. Lake this day that he 
must leave “is country not later than the 3lst of Decem- 
ber, 1893. | 

I have the honor to be, 
Sie, 
Your obedient servant, 


(signed) C. Ohomori, 


Governor of llacasaki 


Enclosure eLwith Mr. Dun's No. L4/f . 


Copy. vV9.7, 


District Court, 


Nagasaki, November 27,1893. 


W. H. Abercrombie, Esquire, 
U. S. Consul, 
Nagasaki. 
Sir:- 

‘I have the honor to inform you that a petition ec 
claiming the payment of the price of the goods sold was 
produced before the Court by W. S. Stone, an American 
citizen, the Agent of the American Trading Co. , resi- 
dent at Yokohama, Foreign Settlement, against George W. 
Lake, an American citizen resident at Oura, Nagasaki, and 
that to this petition a certificate said to have been 
given by you is annexed, the copy of which is here en- 
closed. In the eertificnte there is an item that the 
defendant is not entitled to receive the protection of 


the American flag but amenable to the Japanese lawggtc. 
I should be very glad to kno w if you ever gave such 


certificate to the plaintiff as above mentionedand, if 
so , is there no hindrance to tyying him by this Court. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obeient servant, 
( signed) S. Hadakeyama, 


President of District Court? 
Nagasaki. 


United Stetes Consulate, 
Nagasaki, Nofember 19,1893. 
I hereby certify that George W. Lake, an American citi- 


zen, is not entitled to the protection of the American 


flag, but is amehable to the Japanese laws, and all suits. 
ig: 


against him must be tried before Japanese Courts. 
( signed ) W. H. Abercrombie, 
U. S. Consul. 


Enclosure d with Mr. Dun's Nod/f . 
Copy. wWo.8. 
No. 460. Consulate of the United States, 
SSA. | Nagasaki, November 29,1893. 


S. Hatakeyama, Esquire, 
President of District Court, 


Nagasaki. 


I have the honor to acknowledge e the receipt of 
your letter of November 27th and in reply I beg leave to : 
sey that the enclosed copy of certificate given by me is | 
a true copy of the same and that there is no héndrance to 

Mr. G. W. Lege's trial in the Japanese Courts. 
I am ,dSir, 


Your obefient servant, 


( signed ) W. H. Abercrombie, 
: U. S. Consul. 


United States Consulate, 
Nagasaki, November 19, 1893. 
I hereby certify that George W. Lake, an American citizen — 
is not entitled to the protection of the American flag, | 
but is amenable to the Japanese laws, and all suits 
against him must be tried before Japanese Courts. _ 


( signed ) W. H. Abercrombie, 
U. S. @onsul. 


Enclosure 3 with Mr. Dun'‘s No. : 
Copy. 


Telegram. Tokio, December 21, 1893. 
Abercrombie, Consul, 
Nagasaki. 
Japanese Authorities will 


not interfere with your taking jurisdiction over Lake. 


I strongly advise you to do so. I advise you to inves- 


tigate his case judicially and suggest section 4101 R. S 


S. aS means of enforcing sentence of Court if ordered 
to leave Japan. Wire me if youywill take jurisdiction. 
Dun. 


» 


Enclosure Jf with Mr. Dun's No. 4d. 
Copy. 


oe 


Telegram. 
Nagasaki, December 21,1893. 
Dun, Minister, 


Tokio. 


Will take jurisdiction as advised 
. tA 


Abercrombie. ~~ 


Enclosure - 5 - with Mr. Dun's No.48. 


Copy. + 
No. 30. 


oe 


Legation of the United States, 
Tokyo, December 23, 1893. 
W. H. Abercrombie, Ksq., 
United States Consul, 
Nagasaki. 
Sir:- 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 
464, of date the 16th instant, together with its enclosures 
relative to the case of G. W. Lake and the action taken by 
you in connection therewith and correspondence with the Jap- 
anese authorities in regard thereto. 

In reply to your request for advice, as stated in the 
last paragraph of your despatch, I refer you, in reply to 
your first enquiry, to my telegrams and to my despatch of the 
18th instant. As to the second - ‘Whether he shall be fore 
"“cibly re-deported by me on the 3lst. December &e., &e.," 

I can only reéer you to Mr. Payson's instruction No. 158, to 
Mr. Van Buren, dated Nov. 23, 1878 ( Foreign Relations 1879 
page 697 ) in which you will find the following:-. 

"The Department has consequently disapproved sentences 
"of deportation whenever they have been pronounced by Consuls. 
‘of this Governmat as being a mode of punishment not recog- 
"nized in this country.’ 

In reply to your last inquiry, I have to say that, at 
this time, I am not prepared to say what steps should be 
taken to prevent his landing at Kobe or Yokohama. 


Enclosure - 5 - Page 2. 
I shall refer the entire matter to the pepartment by 


this mail for instructions in the premises. 


I would suggest that upon a complaint being made by the 


Japanese authorities, you should summons Lake to appear be- 
fore you in your jadidlel eapeetiy; and should the finding 
of the court be that he has forfeited his right of residence 
in Japan, and is now here in violation of lay, that the court 
should fix a time when he shall leave the country. 

The part of Section 4101 R.S. to which I desired to 
call your attention in my telegram of the 2lst instant, reads 
as follows:- * 

"It shall, however, be the duty of such officer to 
"award punishment according to the aggravation and magnitude 
"of the offense. Every person who refuses or neglects to 
"comply with the sentence- passed upon him shall stand commit- 
ted until he does comply, or is discharged by order of the 
"consul, with the consent of the minister in the country." 

ae I_am Sir, 
your obedient servant, 


Edwin Dun. 
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culture, or mining. 
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Che Japan Gasette, 


YOKOHAMA, 19TH DECEMBER, 1893. 


ro. iting 
ENFORCE- 
MENT OF: TREATIES 


‘| are used.) 


The draft of a memorandum on the enforce- ; 
ment of treaties Was yesterday presented to, 
the House, of Representatives by Mr. Abei | 
Iwane, the Vice-President elect of that House, | 
with the approval of twenty-five other mem- | 


bers. 


THE MEMORANDUM. 
“The House of Representatives considers 


that the national prestige is injured by the | 
Government's lax observance of the existing 
treaties and calls upon the Government to 
define clearly and enforce the rights and obli- | 


gations of those treaties.”’ 
REASONS FOR THE MEMORANDUM. 


As the existing treaties are extremely. 
unfair and hurtful to the nation, their revi- | 
sion should be effected as soon as possible, 


but 


if the revised treaties are loosely’ 
observed, they would be of no benefit. It is’ 
therefore important to observe all treaties 
with utmost strictness. Unfair as the exist-* 


ing treaties are, they cannot be ignored ; | 


and it is possible by their strict enforcement 


j still to maintain the national prestige and to | 


increase the national bappiness. Where the | 
treaties muke special and definite provisions, | 


they must be observed; but where such do | 


not exist, Japanese laws must be obeyed. 

While the existing treaties permit foreigners | 
at the treaty ports to reside and trade tliere | 
and to travel under certain conditions, they | 
have no right to engage in manufacture, agri- | 
In such trades and pro- 
fessions as foreigners are by treaty permitted | 
to take up, they should be subject to the | 


to foreigners. 


{ 
f 


Jin an action brought agaist him by a 


Japanese at a Consular Court; and not 
whén the Japanese Government is the 
aggrieved party. Insuch cases, the Japanese 
law should be appealed to. (The Chishima 
case is here brought into requisition, and the 
same arguments as those of Mr. Hatoyama 
Foreigners bronght to a Japanese 
Court are tried in their own language, but 
Japanese in a foreign court are tried im the 
language of that court. Foreigners are also 
exempted from legal stamps in their actions. 
Slight as these matters are, they serve to 
show the attitude of the Government on 
the importaut question of the treatment of 
foreigners. 
CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 


The treaties, which provide for common 
offences, do not mention offences against the 
Imperial family and against the nation, which 
should therefore be dealt with according to the 
Japanese law. This is the more necessary as 
we (the proposers of the draft) have recently 
heard of foreigners being inclined to be dis- 
respectful to the Imperial family ! ! 


POLICE JURISDICTION. 

The treaties do not mention police jurisdic- 
tion. But there are special regulations and 
memoranda in connection with the police, 


in which Settlement police are established and 


foreign policemen appointed. But the latter 
step does not mean any forfeiture of police 
power to Japan. 
ever, police jurisdiction has been surrendered 
Moreover, the Government 
instructions have made ‘a distinction in the 
treatment of foreigners and Japanese. Tlius 
Art. 81 of the special instructions, issued in 
1885, runs as follows:—If a foreigner refuse 
to observe a no-thorouglhfare notice, his name 
and address should be taken, and reported to 
the Police Department-—a Japanese would be 
at-once arrested. ‘The inability of the police 
to arrest immoral women and gainblers even 
in foreign houses is commented on; and also 
the case of Webster, who was allowed to stop 
ata hotel at Niigata, though charged with 
manslaughter, is also referred to. 3 


: 


’ 


: 


In Kobe and Osaka, how- | 


taxations which are imposed in the course | 
of administrative government. Police juris- 
diction should also be enforced where it does 


not come in direct conflict with the provisions |. r 
of the existing treaties. But how are these aia not proviee for the. possetion of laud and 


iienbtne ahintte ahaa’ hi tc j houses outside them. In 1871, permission 
* . se Pri + r ae = 1] fod 4s am ® | was first given to foreign officials to reside in 
j few examples BE SMB TRCONM TARY 10 Chel’ |) Tokyv. The stringent regulations became 


observance, from which the urgency of strict | after that gradually more lax, thongh the | 


enforcement will be made manifest. ; 

| p oe | Government in 1872 and 1878 issued special 
(Here follows a categorical enumeration of | proclamations against sale and mortgage of 
the points in which this laxity is alleged to land to foreigners. At Karuizawa, for in- 
lie. They are expansions of the above para-_ stance, lands are in foreigners’ possession 
grap ate 8) cited are nearly all those | under Japanese names, and notices are put up 
that have already appeared in the Nippon 1} aoninet Japanese entering the grounds. At 
few mouths ago. ‘The explanations that |! Nogishi, Zushi, Kobe, Toyama, Nagasaki 
follow are so lengthy that they fill more than Mayebashi, Kofa,’and elsewhere there ne 


thirteen columns of the Nippon. We give |i },,9 1] al ts 
below the headings with the general remarks savigghones. Pot he ge A n Hyogo | 


_that precede the instances which are given in || aig. ont plots. (‘The same charges are here | 
| rathet vague terms.) made as appeared in the Nippon’s articles.) 

| CIVIL JURISDICTION. TRADING IN THE INTERIOR. 

|. The Art. V of the treaty with Anstro-}} Foreigners are not permitted to trade in the 
Hungary provides for the trial of a foreigner }) interior; but that they do so indirectly is well- 
known, There are many dealers in foreign- 
goods, fancy-goods, iron, machinery, and “= 


TENURE OF LAND AND HOUSES, 


The treaties, which gave permission to 
lease land and build houses in the Settlements 


sene, in all parts of the country, whose sudde: 
rise intg wealth from slieer poverty cannot but 


be regarded with suspicion, They 


~ 


eer | 


borrow their capital from foreigners or openly 
act as agents of foreignfirms. There are also 
foreign manufactories in the Settlements, 
which are contrary to the treaties, and mann- 
factories-really managed by foreiyners outside 
the Settlements: 


TAXATION OF FORKIGNERS, 

Though there are provisions iu the regula- 
tions between foreign Consuls and Japanese 
officials on the land-tax in the Settlements, 
which must be observed, thongh nothing 
to that effect appears in the treaties, all 
foreigners in Japan should be made to pay 
national and local taxes. Many attempts 


Seitlements. Petitions to that effect have 


heen received from many parts of the country. 
Foreign barbers, actors, wrestlers, and others 
of similar description it has been proposed 
to compel to obtain licenses in the same way 
‘as the Japanese. But nothing has so far 
been done, 


FOREIGN MEN-OF-WAR AT NON-TREATY PORTS. 

This had been protested against, but the 
French: Minister in 1870 insisted on the right 
of the foreign war-vessels in accordance with 
a memorandum made in 1862. But the ex- 
istence of this memorandum is doubtful, and 
the Government should provide against such 
an occurrence. 


QUARANTINE REGULATIONS. 


The quarantine regulations are only en- 
forced with the consent of the foreign Minis- 
ters. If the latter refuse their assent, the 
regulations are of no effect and the nation 
must suffer accordingly whea there is a fear 
of ain epidemic invading the country. 


GAME LICENSES. 
: Game licenses were given to foreigners as 
‘the Government was unable to refuse their 
request ; it was given as a special favour, the 
_ treaties being silent on the subject. Attempts 
| made by+!.e Gover.:ment to make foreigners in- 
fringing the Japanese game law amenable to 
“| the provisions of that law have been un- 
successful. ‘The regulations in force among 
foreigners were framed by foreign Ministers 
in 1876; and any infringements must be 
sued by the Japanese Government as a civil 
: action at the Consular Courts. 


TRAVELLING IN THE, INTERIOR, 


Tn £869, a foreign doctor in Nagasaki was 
permitted on account of his illness to visit a 
watering-place; In 18738, the foreign Minis- 
ters requested the abolition of the treaty 
limits, which was refused. In the following 
year, however, foreigners were permitted to 
travel in tue interior, by obtaining passports 
at the Foreign Office, but only in. casé of 
illness, shipwreck. and professional duties. 
But since then, passports have been obtained 
on the plea of ill-health and scientific 
pursuits, but really to resi'e in the interior. 
The attempt of Count Ok. na to enforce the 
treaties in this respect was unsuccessful. 


SE/L FISHERIES. 
Foreign vessels fish off the coast of Japan, 


eateh without first landing them, and thus 
evade the custom duties. Their annual 
catch has been estimated at millions of yen. 
The local authorities have been known to 
treat these vessels with great consideration for 
fear of causing diplomatic complications. 


have been made to tax foreigners outside the | 


and on arriving at Yokohama, tranship their | 


SUPERVISION OF CHRISTIAN PLACES OF WORSHIP. 


While the Constitution gives freedom of 
belief to the nation, the Bureau of Temples 
and Shrines issues regulations for the guid- 
anee and control of Buddhist and Shinto 
sects. The Christians too should be sub- 
jected to the same regulations. These/ 
in no way interfere with their religious doc- 
trines. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS, 


Foreigners should be made to observe the 
regulations which in no way interfere with 
the provisions of the treaties. Among these 
the Press Law is instanced. Many years ago, 
the publication of a Japanese paper by a | 
foreigner was only put a stop to by its editor, | 
Black, being engaged by the Government. 
Though this is the only case of the kind, the 
foreign papers, published by foreigners, cannot. 
be placed under the Japanese Press Law. 


| Thus no steps are taken if secret diplomatic | 
documents are published by foreign papers, 


while if the same are translated in a Japanese 
paper, a suspension is sure to follow. The first 
case of this kind occurred in 1886 during the 
Treaty Revision Conference of Count Inouye. 
Foreign papers publishing articles injurious 
to the public peace are left unnoticed, while 
Japanese papers are suspended for slight 
offences. Why cannot Japan imitate the 
example of Italy, which expelled French jour- 
nalists in 1889 from that country? Other | 
instances are also given. | 
In short, within the bounds of the treaties 
and the national laws, foreigners should be 
treated with every hospitality; but it cannot 
redound to national honour or happiness to 
allow them to evade them. ‘The evils com- | 
plained of atiove should therefore be remedied. | 
The Government has, by evasive replies, at- 
tempted to justify its past action: but this 
subject is one of utmost importance, involving 
the nation’s future policy. The Government 
should therefore resort no longer to subter- 
fuges to justify its indifference, but should 
consider the question .avith the utmost care. 


These are the reasons for the presentation of 


the above memorandum. 


— 


baud Aiwrtition cf UU frtdin lation nad. To 
¢ | 


tk : Gr prance Sit DB 4 Qacthiad fr Ln tltiur 


irk sith aa. sf qf, 


— y- ha “ina AL, 


Jheivabd, éPy, WV ean 


eam a hake. 


“A 
Gyiek us tthe. oo ©, 


UL 
yy 


: ce Pe 


QO 3 ue 
( Cefttrsug “ “ny Atda/aAttb & fp 
{ (/ ¢ : 


KG, i Mati Ak, DO! Ulhino, nA 


he Lepricecss Talon Oiutrustttd Ty -the 
Vefreosea Mick. by Dyy. OV bed Man tn 

Aud plier A Thane (ttion oy whith, Cl pefred 
fim rKhé “abe A ayer FE Mttentrr /F, 
: C (/ ¢ 


1 $73, orad cuvelrud ith Akdt Masfaten, 


? VA , “4 : 


a arcét ce PROD ff tha Arie nT in 
Es CA foped 


. A uss ) tia. f 
CaRkcA ~flcis be, © V Ua han : Pnacl K Tz 
ee / Z 
b | 
et 


74 : , ao | a Yi fy 
xv 3 re Ast a YY * icine, ti" ALEC _A 


) 
fv 
Léa &, Ci 


/ 


\ 


, 4 , oY A 
tthe; iigiddit r1uay tt duivarcdila Kr 
; 


. v 


“tae Tilacsocatire tue_lraecAd MATA -hi1y 9d Va, Led, 


c 
} 


Se 4 Vi Sage 
® AsV The "“ALIASLY a ae i 
“9 
- J i 
_ lAur tridicint dr0vn aA. 
/ . 


one se 


vy : 
mi elivJiiel 


( 


, fi, / é | / Ko , ud 
“C4 2 A119 @ ~ fiiie Grae Py scl a4 
F j id P| ( j ( 


— oe 
2 Kop Ce OO a Oe Oe 


ie 


> 


—_—_—=—_ 


- 


| Yoxonama, SATURDAY, DecemsBer 23, 1893. 


i aint 


rh ~~ 


i —_— 


+ as ne. 


| REPRESENTATION ON THE STRICT ENFORCEMENT 

OF THE TREATIES. | 

Tua following is the Representation introduced 

by Mr. Abei Hankon in the House of Re- 
presentatives :— 

The present Project of a Representation on the 


Strict Enforcement of the Treaties is hereby 
introduced in accordance with established re- 


— 


gulations. 
(Introducer) Ane: Iwans. 
(Supporters) Sasa Tomorusa, and 


, thirty-two others. 
REPRESENTATION ON THE STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF 
THE TREATIES. 
Whereas it is considered that, in regard to the 
enforcement of tie existing treaties, the Govern- 
ment has suffered\the national rights of the Em- 
pire to be infringed, the House of Representatives 
herewith makes the present Representation to the 
Government, in the earnest hope that the Govern- 
_ ment may observe glear definitions of treaty rights 
_and obligations ayid secure the strict enforcement 
_of the treaty stipulations. 
_ EXPLANATION OF THE REPRESENTATION ON THE STRICT 
_ ENFORCEMENT OF THE TREATIES. 
Twenty years have elapsed since the date origi- 
nally fixed for the revision of the existing foreign 
treaties, but they still remain unrevised. The 
existing treaties are injurious to the Sovereign 


terests of the country and the welfare of the people. 
Therefore their revision should not be delayed 
even for a single day. 


no use, unless the revised treaties are rigidly en- 
forced. It will thus be seen that it is always im- 


Unjust and improper beyond expression as the 


eae - — = = , | 
Phy Tagen Daily Mo. 
———____—— : 


__. 


rights of the Empire, and prejudicial to the in-— 


Even though their revision | 
be effected, however, it is clear that it can be of | 


portant to secure the strict enforcement of treaties. 


existing treaties are, that cannot be helped, so 
long as they remain in force. If, however, the 
| scope of the treaty stipulations and the rights and 
obligations arising out of them be clearly defined 
jand strictly enforced, it may yet be possible to 
maintain dignity of the Rimeite and to secure 
the well-being of the le. 

Taking the subject of jurisdiction, it is found 
that the privileges 
are as follow :-— 


be 


when he is sued by one of his own nationals or by 


by any Japanese subject. 

2. In criminal matters, a foreigner committing 
an offence against agree, subject or other fo- 
reigners is to be trie 
own country, | 

3. A foreigner violating treaty stipulations or 
trade and tariff regulations accompanying them is 
to be tried in the Consular Court of his own country. 

The sovereignty of a:country involves the exer- 
cise of supreme control throughout the whole extent 


| within its borders without distinction of race. The 
| existing treaties contain the above mentioned 
special provisions in respect of Consular Jurisdic- 
tion; but where no express concession has been 
made, it goes without saying that, according to the 
| general principle just laid down, our sovereignty 
remains fully in force. In point of fact, however, 
it is noticed that the case is otherwise. : 

- According to the existing treaties (that with 
Mexico excepted), foreigners are permitted to 


and to travel under certain limitations. They are 
‘not allowed to engage in manufacture, farming, 
ining, and so forth. In other words, although oc- 
cupations other than trade-proper but incidental to 
residence and trade, such as the keeping of hotels, 
aud restaurants, medical practice, and so forth are 


necessarily permitted, no mer is warranted in 
gaging in manufacture, fa fishing, mining, 
so . . soni | Bik ae mn 


a subject or citizen of any other foreign Power or 


of its territories, and over all persons residing | 


granted foreigners by treaties }] ese Government. 


side, trade, an } Ww : 
such business as may be incidental to and inse- 
parable from the privilege of residence and trade, 
eg in the enjoyment of these privileges must | 


of the Imperial Government, the right of taxation | 
included, 


administration, and consequently, in so far as 
1 consists with treaty stipulations, the Imperial Go- 
vernment is authorized to exercise police control 
over foreigners. 


deatt with? Is the police authoity exercised? 
The actual state of things passes description. 
will adduce a few practical instances and thus point 
out the urgent necessity of having the treaties 
‘stiictly enforced. 


diction ate as follow :— 


or 
residing in J 
Imperial and 
nese authorities shall not interfere in any question which 
may arise between Austro-Hungarian citizens and the sub- 


* 


ance against a J 


by the Japanese 

If, on the contrary, a Japanese has a complaintwor a 
grievance against a citizen of the said Monarchy, the case 
‘shall be d by the Imperial and Royal Authorities, 


| although a foreigner is permitted to be tried at the 


| by a Japanese subject, no such privilege is granted 


{on 


4 


ae, ate x 
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1 foreigners are permitted to re- 


Thus; alth ' 
travel, as well ‘as to engage in 


se to the ordinary administrative control | 


No special provisions are made about police 


Ace violations of treaty stipulations . properly 


We 


CIVIL JURISDICTION, 
Treaty stipulations on the subject of Civil Juris- 


All questions in regard to rights, whether of property, 
of person, arising between Austro-Hungarian citizens 
an, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the | 
oyal authorities In like manner the Japa- 


> 


of any other Treaty Power. 
If an Austro-Hungarian citizen has a complaint or griev- 
apenas subject, the case shall be decided 
uthorities. 


Should any Japanese subject fail to discharge debts in- 
curred to an Austro-Hungarian citizen, or should be 
fraudulently abscond, the competent Japanese Authorities 
will do theie utmost to bring him to justice, and to enforce 
recovery of the debts. And, should any Austro-Hungarian 
citizen fraudulently abscond or fail to discharge debts 
incurred by him to a Japanese subject, the Imperial and 
Royal Authorities will do their utmost to bring him to 
justice, and to enforce recovery of the debts. 

Neither the Austro-Hungarian nor the Japanese Autho- 
rities shall be held responsible for the payment of any debts 
cont: acted by Austro-liungarian or repnanse subjects. 

Austro-Hungarian Treaty. Art. V. (This treaty was 
concluded by the Mei: roment, and of all the 
treaties, it is the most complete. The most favoured 
nation clause in the treaty is more explicitly worded than 
in other treaties. On these accounts, the Austro-Hungarian | 
treaty is always referred to as authority by all the Treaty 
Powers. with the exception of Mexico, China, and Korea. 
This ‘ee therefore will be quoted in the present docu- 
ment). 


From these stipulations, it will be noticed that, 


Consular Court of his own country when he is sued 


him in case he is proceeded against by the Japan. | 
In that case, he must be tried 


) |! Court of Law. 
1. In civil matters, the foreigner is permitted to | in a Japanese Court of Law 


judged in a Consular Court of his own country, 


Let us see‘what the Government has done with | 
respect to the Chishima-Ravenna affair. The Go- 
vernment declares that it has brought the case in 
its own name, but Ms counsel, in reply to a ques- | 


} tion what was meant by the Government, answered 
y in the Consular Court that it meant His Imperial 
; | Japanese Majesty. When the defendants l. 
in the Consular Court of his | -” ish © ; Shanehel’ th 


| Government instructed its counsel to appear in| 


ed to the British Supreme Court at Shanghai, the | 


that Court, and in the Judgment delivered there, 
occurs this passage :— It might possibly be sug- 
gested that neither the Cowt for Japan nor this | 
Court has any jurisdiction to try this case at all, 
being a case where the Emperor of Japan alleges 
that he bas veason td complain of a British sub- 
, and such a case does not seem to me to have 
n provided for specially in the Treaty, or the 
Orders in Council, or the Rules. But the plaintiff 
by coming to the Court admits that it has juris- 
diction, and it is not denied by the defendants.” 

In reply toa question presented by the House 
of Representatives, Why did the Government 
submit to the jurisdiction of the British Supreme 


: that it “merely followed dent.” 
reside and trade at the eopen ports of the empire : ee eee 


clear itself of the humiliation it has stooped to? 
Tt has already been pointed out that where no 


Court at Shanghai? the Government has answered 


that it What an 
indignity! How is the Government going to 


specific provision is made in the treaties, the 
rue. of the Japanese Courts of Law applies. 
y,> then, did not the Government institute the 
present case in a Court of the country, instead of 
taking such an undignified course? It is difficult 
. der “9 the —e of i Government. 
vidently the responsibility must be borne by the 
Government for having adopted such a “a 


It is an established rule that the Japanese lan- 
guage should be used in Japanese Courts of Law. 
But when foreigners appear in our Court as 
plaintiffs they are allowed to use their own 
national tongue instead of Japanese, and our Courts 
of Law are thus obliged to be provided with trans- 


_latare and intersreters. In the opposite case, where | 


Japanese..cubjects bring a suit in a Consular 
Court, they are not allowed to use their own lan- 
guage. Again, the compulsory use of stamps on 
legal documents is a kind of tax as well asa neces 
sary form of legal procedure. But foreigners are 
_éxempted from the‘use of such stamps when they 
institute a suitin a Japanese Court of Law. On 
the other hand, when merchandize is to be export- 
ed from Japan to the United States of America, it 
is not allowed to be landed unless a certificate of 


the United States Consul in Japan has been | 
Such things may | 


obtained on payment of fees. 
appear to be trifles, but they affect the dignity of 
the country, These examples suffice to show what 
kind of attitude is adopted by the Government. 


CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 


Treaty provisions regarding Criminal Jurisdic- 
tion are as follow :— 


** Austro-Hungarian citizens, who may commit any 
crime against Japanese subjects, or the subjects of any 
other nation, shall be brought before the Imperial and 


Royal Consular Officer, and punished according to the 
laws of their country. 


‘* Japanese subjects who may commit any crime against 
Austro-Hungarian citizens, ‘shall be brought before the 
papecare Authorities and punished according to Japanese 
aws.’’—Austro-Hungarian Treaty, Art. VI. 

According to these provisions, the foreigner is 
allowed to be tried in the Consular Court of his 
own country only when he is charged with ordinary 
criminal offences against Japanese subjects or any 
other foreigners. a other words, this privilege 
applies only to cases of the commission of offences 
against individual Japanese or individual fo- 
reigners, For crimes committed either against 


| 


: 


should be reported to the police office.” 


a thordughifare closed for carriages and horses, and 
refuses to turn back, he should be let go, after as- 
certaining his name and address; and the matter 
That is 
tantamount to an admission that the Japanese Go. 
vernment has no right to exercise the power of ad- 
ministrative police over foreigners. For the moment 
the foreigner has passed the closed thoroughfare, 
he comes within the pale of judicial police and is 
no longer subject to administrative police. Why 


should not a foreigner be, in such a case, turned 


back by force, if he does not obey the injunctions 
of the police? To direct the police that the 
foreigner should in such cases be let go, is to 
spontaneously abandon the legitimate authority 
possessed by the Government, and to neglect that 
discharge of its duty. Such things, trifling as they 


seem, have important bearings upon the mainten- | 
The case of George | 


ance of the national rights. 


‘ 


Rice, an American, who recently passed through a | 
street in Yokohama closed for traffic, may be cited | 
as an example of the evil results produced by the | 


mistaken policy followed by the Government. 


The power of administrative police ts not exer- | 


cised alike over the persons and the houses of 
foreigners, This is true, again, not only in the 
settlements but even in the mixed quarters at 
Kobe. It is an open secret that in these places 
foreigners hire Japanese women for immoral pur- 
poses, and invite the dregs of the Japanese com. 
munity to hold gambling placesthere. Our police 
officers have not done anything to correct these evils. 
The Government, then, is not free from the charge 
of neglecting its duty. The state of things at Kobe 
may be meses from the recent scandalous case 
there. oreover, the power of our administrative 
police is not extended to our own nationals who 
may at the moment be in the houses of foreiguers. 
It is a. well-known fact that it is impossible even to 
effect the registration of Japanese living in the 
houses of foreigners. 
neglect of duty on the part of the Government ? 


Does not this argue extreme. 


Se NERA I ais IN Mit OM ABO OR A NEO i liebe ee core me 


the Imperial family or the State, the foreigner must | Coming next to the subject of judicial police, 
be tried ina Japanese Court according to Japanese , the arrest of criminals may be considered under 


calling for interference, 

the exalted position held by the Imperial family. 

But in discussing the question of the strict enforce- 

ment of treaties, it has been thought advisable to 

draw the attention of the Authorities to this matter, 
POLICE AUTHORITY. 

The existing treaties contain no provision bear- 


ing upon police authority. But by means of con. | 


ventions other than the treaties proper, such, for 


different aspects, according to the place of the 
Now and then we hear of acts of disrespect to | 


the Imperial Family on the part of foreigners, but | 
fortunately such cases do not seem to reach limits 
This isto be ascribed to 


commission of the crime and according to whether 
it is a flagrant or non-flagrant offence. In case of 
a foreigner committing a flagrant offence in 
Japan, explanations are given in the Instructions 
to Police Constables (already alluded to) as to the 
Treatment of Foreigners, and from the very nature 
of the case, such an offender ougtit to be arrested 
by the police. But practically there have been in- 
stances where no arrests were made. In the case 
of a non-flagrant offence, a distinction must be 
observed between the different kinds of crime, 
and in some cases the offender ought certainly 


instance, as the Arrangements for Foreign Settle- to be put under arrest. But in practice no case of 


ments, Land Regulations, Memorandums, and so 
forth, agreements have been made for the main- 
tenance of a special police for foreign settlements, 


and for the appointment of foreign police officers, 


and such appointments have been actually made, 
But in no case has the police authority been ceded 
to Foreign States. The maintenance of special 
police for foreign settlements and the appointment 
of foreign police officers are unjustifiable measures, 


and still more blameworthy was the action of | 


the Government in allowing the formation of 
the so-called municipal police in 
ments of Kobe aud Osaka, thereby virtually 
handing over the police authority in those places 
to foreigners. In the following paragraph we 
proceed to describe the present condition of the 
exercise of police authority by the Government, 
The administrative police is concerned with the 
execution of administrative measures, and so long 
as the administrative autonomy of the Govern- 
ment is not restricted by treaties no exception 
should be made in favour of foreigners in the 
exercise of the functions of administrative police. 
But according to the Instructions to Police Con. 
stables as to the Treatment of Foreigners, issued by 
the Minister of State for Home Affairs in 1885, the 
treatment of foreigners is made different from that 
of Japanese subjects. In Article XXX. of the In- 
structions, it is provided that * When a foreigner 
attempts to cross in a carriage or on horseback 


the settle- 


such arrest has been known. In Kobe and Osaka, 
the existence of the so-called administrative police 
prevents the Japanese police authorities from ex- 
ercising their rightful power. The same difficulty 
is experienced with regard to Japanese subjects 
taking refuge in the settlements at those places, 
In the case of a foreigner coming to Japan after 
the commission of a crime abroad, he cannot be 
arrested unless through the process of extradi- 
tion, and the matter comes entirely under the con- 
trol of the Japanese Government. Qu this point, 
there is not much to be said, although this right of 
extradition was with difficulty guarded from the 
encroachment of the Spanish and British Consuls. 
A practical example may be given of the 
treatment of foreigners by Japanese police. On 


August 5th, 1892, an Englishman, named Web. - 


ster, struck with a stick a citizen of Nii- 
ata, Kazama Yoichiro by wame, when the 
fatter was passing along Ishizuye-machi in that 
town, and the victim of the assault died on the 
22nd of the same month. At the time the assault 
took place, a policeman was standing by, but he 
pretended not to notice the affair and passed on, 
When, however, be saw the unfortunate man 


bleeding profusely he went to his assistance, to- 


gether with some private individuals of the neigh- 
bourhood, and enabled him to reach his house. 
Nevertheless, the constable still refrained from 
exercising his rightful authority, and when some 
by-standers, indignant at his inaction, report- 
ed the incident to the police office, they were 
simply told that, a foreigner being implicat- 
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ed, the matter could not be lightly treated. 
When the man died, i being known that his 
death had been caused by the injury received 
from the foreigner, the police authorities became 
alarmed, and caused an autopsy to be held on his 
body. The autopsy showed that death had been 
caused by the blows, and a criminal prosecution 
was instituted before the British Consul by the 
Public Prosecutor of the Local Court at Niigata. 
Meanwhile, how did the police treat the foreigner ? 
Instead of confining him in the non-convict prison 
of Niigata, they allowed him. to take lodgings at 
an ordinary Japanese hotel, instructing the pro- 
prietor to treat his guest with care and consider- 
ation. The'man, on his part, increased in insolence, 
even openlycomplaining to the Prefectural Govern. 
ment of the food supplied him at the hotel. He 
also took walks in the streets, and offered violence 
to the citizens. Indeed, his insolence and rudeness 
while there passed the power of description. De- 
spite these facts, newspapers daring to discuss the 
matter were prosecuted on a charge of insulting 
officials in the discharge of their duties. 

This example will be sufficient to show how ihe 
power of judicial police is actually exercised over 
aliens, and how our police authorities discriminate 
between Japanese and foreigners. In a speech 

delivered to Local Governors at the Rokumei-kan, 
in October, 1894, Count Inouye, then Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs, is reported to have told 
his listeners that, in view of the possible opening 
of the country to foreigners, they should pay 
especial attention to the conduct of administra- 
tive and police business, so that future dangers 
and troubles might be avoided. He is also said 
/to have impressed upon them the importance of 
treating all foreigners with due consideration and 
courtesy. In view of this fact, it appears that for 
the above mentioned affaig,at Niigata the police 
authorities alone are not @lame. 


OWNERSHIP OF LAND AND HOUSES. 
Under the existing treaties, foreigners are allow- 


ed to rent land, build houses, and reside in the. 


settlements laid out at each of the five open ports. 


| But they are not permitted to own either land ot 
houses outside the limits of these settlements. 
They were not even suffered to live outside those 
limits, until September, 1871, when diplomatic and 
consular officials of Foreign Powers were pei mitted 
to rent houses and live anywhere in the city of 
Tokyo. This permission was given only in consi- 
deration of temporary convenience and expediency. 
But a vulgar aud mistaken opinion that to prohibit 
the residence of foreigners outside the settlements 
was not beneficial to the progress of civilization, 


gradually gained ground, and the prohibition was 


relaxed in favour of foreigners hired for teaching 
useful arts to the Japanese. Subsequently the 
same favour was extended to foreigners who came 
to Japan for purposes of study. Foreign boys and 
gils were allowed to attend school anywhere 
within the limits prescribed for the movements of 
foreigners. At first they were not allowed to be 
matriculated in dormitories outside the settlements, 
but afterward permission was given. The restric. 
tions provided for in the treaties were thus gradually 
relaxed by our Government, until in the space of 


a few years the evil became so extensive that there 
really appeared to be no longer any restrictions | 
laking advantage ‘of this state 


whatever in force, 


of things, foreigners, combining with some aban- 
doned Japanese, easily devised pretexts for living 
outside the limits of the settlements under the false 
character of employés of those Japanese; while on 
the part of Japanese there were many who did 
not scruple to draw up false agreements in the 
hope of obtaining rents for their houses. Troubles 
having arisen out of this system of relaxation, the 
Government became aware of its mistake, and in 
November, 1877, it prohibited the residence of all 


: 


: | 

The possession of land and LA erection of houses 
by foreigners outside the limits of the settlements, 
is not only excluded fromthe privileges granted by | 
the existing treaties, but is also prohibited by the 
law of the land, Imperial Proclamation No. 124 
of April, 1872, runs as follows :— 


It is hereby proclaimed throughout the country that no 
shall 


peer permitted eithe: to sell or mortgage land to 
oreigners under any circumstances, | 
_ The following provision is found in Art. 11 of the 
Regulations for the Mortgage and Hypothecation 
of Lands, issued by Imperial Proclamation No. 
18, January, 1873 :— | 
Land or the title-deeds thereof shall in no case be pe- | 
mitted to be mortgaged or hypothecated to foreigners for 
the purpose of obtaining or borrowing money from them. 
Thus it is seen that the transfer of land to 
foreigners is strictly forbidden by the express pro- 
visions of the law of the land, But foreigners are 
now suspected of owning land and houses not 
only in the five open ports, but in various other 
places throughout the country ; and in some cases 
they almost form a village by themselves. Some 
of them even prohibit Japanese from entering 
their premises. Such a state of offairs is wholly 
contrary both to the treaties and to the law of the 
realm. Foreigners living at Karuizawa not only 
violate the laws of the country by owning land 
and houses, but they almost constitute an inde- 
pendent community indulging in all sorts of rude- 
ness and arrogance. For instance, the following 
notice is found on a board erected at the gate of 
a villa reputed to belong to a certain foreigner :— 


NOTICE. 

1.—No Japanese is permitted to enter these premises 
except on business. 

2.—-No injury to plants is permitted. 

3.—Nobody is permitted to walk on the lawn, 

These prohibitions shall be strictly observed. 

What Japanese,can help being moved to a 
strong feeling of indignation at the sight of such a_ 
a notice? Is it not the height of rudeness and in- 


| solence on the part of foreigners to set up such a , 
notice at a place like Karuizawa, where they live 
in open violation of the treaties as well as of 


the law of the land? In pre-Restoration days, 
notices were exhibited everywhere throughout the 
country for ‘the prohibition of the evil religion.” 
These notices were considered by the Repre- 
sentatives of the Foreign Powers contrary to 
the friendship professed by the country toward 
those Powers, and a strong demand was made 
for their removal. But it is now foreigners them- 
selves, living in tranquillity in Japan, that do 
not hesitate to set up boards prohibiting Japanese 
from entering their premises, Who isto be held. 
responsible for such a state of affairs? We are 
forced to conclude that it has been brought about 
by our own Government’s neglect to rigidly adhere 
to the treaty stipulations, thus encouraging fo- 
reigners to be presumptious and insolent, The 
fact that lands and housemare owned by foreigners 
is well known, and it may seem unnecessary to 
dwell upon it at any length. But in order to confirm 
our assertions, reference will be made to a few ol 
the facts most widely talked about in the country. 

On favourable sites at Negishi, Yokohama, 
there are a few foreign houses, inhabited by Mr, 
W. B. Walter, head of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
and .Co.,: and other foreigners. But these lands 
and houses are nominally in the ownership of 
Japanese. ‘ 

A foreign Professor in the Imperial University 
owns several lots of landat Zushi. A house called 
“ Hayama Kan,” at Hayama, is also his property, 
though ownership is nominally vested in a person 


named Arai. The same foreigner has bought par- 


: 


| 


cels of land adjoining the lot on wliich the above 
mentioned house stands, and has rented it to an-. 
other foreigner, who is now building a house there. 

Another foreigner, in the name of a Japanese, 


bought land on the beach in the same village, and 
erected there several houses, one of which was re- 
cently sold to the Japanese in question, while 
_another was sold toa Marquis, this through the | 
mediation of a high dignitary of State. 7 
At Hachioji, Honmoku, in Kuragi District, 
there are two foreign houses, one of which is 
named “ Yamato Kan.” This Yamato Kan is 


foreigners outside the limits of the settlements, with | | 
the exception of those engaged for teaching arts or | | 
conducting experiments, But the evil, already | 
firmly rooted, was encouraged by some short-siglt- 
ed persons, and there being also a tendency to re. 
laxation on the part of the Government, matters 
wet from bad to worse. 


occupied by a Frenchman, while in the other house 
lives a foreigner connected with Messrs, Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. These houses are really 
owned by the above-named company. ‘There are, 
besides, in the same locality, in foreign ownership, 
| five patches of cultivated land, three lots of build- 
ing ground, and nine tracts of forests. 
In Kobe and its vicinity, it is calculated that 
there are y Plots of land im foreign ownership, 6 
in Vatabe Gun, 7 in Akashi Gun, 3 in Arima Gun, 
4 in the town of Himeji,t in a Gun, 8 in Miiko 
'and Uhara Gun, and 4 in Kawanobe and Asago 
“Gun; there being thus 97 plots of land in all in 
foreign ownership in the Prefecture of Hyogo. As 
to places in nominal ownership, they may be classi- 
fied as follow :—6o0 in the names of concubines, 
11 in those of Eurasian children, 4 in those of 
the relatives of concubines, 12 in those of employés, 
4in those of intimate Japanese, and 6 in those of 
Japanese Christians, 

The numerous lots of land and houses in the. 
possession of foreigners at Karuizawa in the Pro- 
vince of Shinano are registered in the names of 
banto, concubines, cooks, detto, and so forth. 

At Toyama, a certain inhabitant recently sold a 
plot of land and a house to a stranger who is now 
actually living there. 

In Goto, in the Prefecture of Nagasaki, the 
whole village of Hamaura is said to be in the pos- 
session of foreiners in the settlement of Nagasaki. 

At Mayebashi, a plot of land, containing 1,367 
a. tsubo, with buildings on it, and extending from 

ita-uragawacho to Shinmeicho, is stated to have 
fallen into the hands of a foreiguer, 

At Kofu, the ground and houses occupied by a 
female school at the western extremity of the town, 
as well as the land and buildings appropriated for 
a meeting place at Sakuracho, are reported to 
belong to foreign owners. | 

In the Province of Settsu, foreigners are believed 
to be the owners of nearly all the lands in the vil- 
lage of En-ya which lies between Suma and Maiko. 

At Enoshima, in the Province of Sagami, a piece 
of ground, about a cho in extent, with buildings 


/ munity, 
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If sich be really the case, it is a sincerely regret. 
able fact, for it proves that not only the ignorant 
people but officials and respectable merchants are 
now veady to sell their country in consideration 
of some pecuniary profit. The’'Government may 
probably plead that U is not responsible for the 
acts of the individual members of the com- 
But when men of this description con- 
tinue to increase in number, where does the 
Government intend to lay the blame? If facts 
were closely investigated, it might possibly be easy 
to show that the evil is already in active operation, 
TRADE IN THE INTERIOR, 

By no stipulations in the existing Treaties are 
aliens allowed to engage in business in the interior, 
They may enter into contracts with people in the 
interior for commercial purposes; but in no éase 


are they warranted in forming partnerships with 
\our people in the interior and carrying on ananu. 
‘factures or business there, Through the neglect 
of the Government to rigidly enforce the Treaties, 
what was as first a small evil has gradually 
grown in dimensions, and now foreigners openly 
conduct business operations in the interior with. 
oul exciting either the wonder or censure of 
the general public. Not only vulgar and shame- 


on it, is owned by a foreigner. So are also three 
houses standing on a sandy hill at Katase, oppo- 
site Enoshima, as well as a few pieces of land on 
the sea shore at Koshigoye and Kugenuma. 

Besides those thus far enumerated, foreigners | 
are reputed to possess in Niigata house lots, cul- | 
tivated lands, and forests, with an aggregate 
extent of 14 cho; while at Kamakura, they own 4 
tan 9 se and 18 bu of house lots at Inamuraga-saki 
and Sakanoshita, a piece of grass land, containing 
1 tan 3 se and 17 bu at Shimo-shirohara, Ichino- 
torii, Zaimoduza, Midarebashi, and a house-lot 
of 2 tan 4seand 4 6u Kurayashiki. These lands 
and houses are registered in the names of Japan- 
ese subjects. | 

These are only some instances of what must 
no doubt be true in every place throughout 
the country. With cunning people working in 
secret, there is of course no knowing what 
other acts of wrong they may not be guilty of. 
To this state of affairs may be ascribed the 
constant increase of diplomatic difficulties. Un- 
der the present circumstances, the revision of 
the Treaties must appear to foreigners a useless 
task, for they already enjoy all practical advant- 
ages without taking the trouble of revision, 
Our demand for revision is, therefore, always 
refused by foreigners on one pretext or another, 
and Japan is placed in amore and more disadvan- 
lageous position. Consequently, if we wish to 
have the existing unjust and unequal Treaties pro- 
perly revised, it is absolutely necessary for the 
attainment of our object to put a stop to the various 
practices opposed to the treaties now in force. 

It is in some respects pardonable, though not 
justifiable, for concubines, dbanto, and grooms in 
the employment of foreigners to suffer their names 
to be registered as nominal owners of lands and 


houses re to their masters. The matter 


assumes a di t aspect in the case of respect- 


able merchants and Government officials, who, it 

is reported, ‘assist in the trausfer of real property 
to foreigners or even consent to lend their names | 
to foreigners for the performance of illegal acts. | 


business man is on the Board of Directors of the 


less people but even persons of social standing, 
_who usually go by the name of shin-sho (geutle- 
-men-merchants), are not ashamed to act as 
| the tools of foreigners, and by fraudulent and un- 
| scrupulous means evade the laws of their country. 
So prevalent, indeed, has the evil become that 
men not only do not reproach themselves for 
| violating the laws of their country, but are 
; even shameless enough to ridicule as couserva- 
tive and bigoted persons who know how to re- 
spect law and make distinctions between things 
domestic and things foreign. Such vile conduct 
is detested by every good and true subject of the 
Emperor; such conduct is only possible for men 
who set personal gain above the honour and 
reputation of their country. The evil no doubt 
is not of recent origin, but it must be pro- 
nounced. the result of neglect of duty on the 
part of the Government. It is reported that in 
various towns of Kwan-to, Kwau-sai, Chugoku, 
and Qu, stores have of late been opened. for the 
sale of various foreign goods, such as toilet articles, 
iron ware, implements, petroleum, and so forth, by | 
men formerly kriown to be entirely destitute of | 
capital. Some of them men may have borrowed | 
money from foreigners, but the majority are said | 
to do business openly as the agents of foreign re- | 
sidents. Such a practice does not appear to be | 
attended with any direct disadvantage, but it is 
none the less opposed to the enforcement of the 
treaties. The object of establishing stores in vari- 
ous centres of business in the interior under am- 
biguous names, is to use them, on the one hand, 
as the means of selling foreign goods in the interior 
and, on the other, as a means of buying Japanese 
manufactures and products. The existence of 
such stores, moreover, enables foreigners, whenever 
they think it desirable, to bring about changes in 
the market price of things to the great disadvan. 
tage of the Japanese merchants in the interior. 

In Tokyo, foreigners recently competed. with 
Japanese in offering tenders for supplying iron 
pipes for the Water-works. There are also fo- 
reigners in the capital who openly possess business 
places outside the limits of the settlement. As to 
the establishment of agencies by foreigners for the 
purpose of makimg purchases, they are found 
mostly in localities, where silk and silk goods are 
produced, such, for instance, as the P:ovinces of 
Echizen, Owari, Shinano, Kozuke, and [washiro. 
Of the firms and merchants engaged in business 
in the interior, the most®¢eonspicuous are A. S. 
Rosenthal and Co., E. Tuska, and R. D.. 
Robison... : 

As to the encroachment of foreigners in the 
field of manufactures, it is said thatthe Japan 
Brewery Company, No. 123, Bluff, Yokohama, is 
a branch of a large beer company with its head 
office at Hongkong. - A well-known Japanese 


above-mentioned company at Yokohama, while a 
certain newspaper in Tokyo presented a gold 
medal to the product of that Brewery. The com. 


pany also obtained a medal at a National Exhibi- 


| 
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for Foreign Affairs, entered into an agreement 


in the Payment of Taxes. 
| * * * 


tion, Besides the Brewery, mention may be made 
of the Yokohama Rigging Company, 161, Settle- 
ment; the Yokohama Engine and Iron Works, 1509, 
Settlement; and the Yokohama Ice Works, 184, 
Bluff. Reference may also be made to Murata’s 
watch factory, a soap factory at Kanagawa, a 
dye-house at Takashima-cho, soda works and a 
tea refinery in the Yokohama Settlements, Ikeda’s 
Manganese mines in Tochigi and Gumma, Mi- 
sawa’s alcohol manufactory at Yokohama, and 
Hirano’s spinning factory at Osaka. Examples 
of enterprises of these descriptions are in fact too 
numerous to be enumerated, Some years ago, 
the brewing of saké by foreigners was attempted 
at Niigata, Nagasaki, and Tokyo; and although 


the Government succeeded by a foundabout and 
troublesome process in stopping it, it must be 
noted, it was not attained by any exercise of the 
ordinary administrative authority of the Govern- ' 
ment. The Government might have thought that 
the general revision of treaties being possibly near 
at hand, it was better to deal leniently with these 


cases of the infraction of treaties. But it is in re- | 


spect of such matters that the strict enforcement of 


‘treaties is of particular importance, 


TAXATION. 

There are no provisions in the treaties bearing 
upon the taxation of land leased to foreigners, but 
the matter is provided for in the agreements enter- 
ed into between the Japanese Authorities and the 
foreign Consuls, and though the rates and method 
of taxation are in some respects open to criticism, 
the system cannot be changed. Apart from an 
arrangement with regard to land tax, there is no 
express provision in the treaties or in subsequent 
agreements tending to exempt foreigners from 
general taxation. Consequently, whether living 
within or without the settlements, foreigners 


ought to be subject, equally with Japanese sub- 


jects, to wational and local taxation. Should 
any aliens fail to pay taxes, their property 
may justly be seized and the proceeds of its 
sale may be applied for the purpose, in ac- 
cordance with the Law for Dealing with Failures 


Let us now mention some well-known. historical 
facts connected with the subject under considera. 
tion. In the 8th month of the ist year of Aeisi. 
Ito Shunsuke, Governor of Hyogo (present Mini- 
ster President, Count [to Hirobumi), by a memo- 
randum signed by him conjointly with the Consuls 


of the United States and Holland, agreed to set | 


apart a certain extent of land in Kobe outside the 
settlement for the mixed residence of both Japan- 
ese and foreigners. This was a singular measure 
and will be considered presently. [to Shunsuke 
made a communication to the foreign Consuls that 
foreigners living within the above-mentioned zone 
of mixed residence would be subject to taxation in 
the same manner as the Japavese. But instead 
of proceeding at once to the imposition of taxes 
upon foreigners, Ito took no steps in that direc- 
tion until the 4th year of Afefii. In that year 
efforts were made to collect taxes from foreigners 
in the district in question, but these efforts. met 
with opposition from the Ministers of England 
and other Treaty Powers. Since then repeated 
attempts were made, but they always proved un- 
successful on account of the stout objection of the 
Ministers. In 1885, the Governor of Hyogo ap. 
plied to the Central Government for permission to 
levy local taxes and communal rates upon the 
foreigners in the district for mixed residence, 
but he was told that, as negotiations for the 
revision of the treaties were then going on, 
the matter should be let alone for the moment, 
In February or March, 1888, Count Okuma Shi- 
genobu, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and Viscount Aoki Shuzo, Vice-Minister of State 


with reference to house-taxes on the Bluff in Kobe 
with the Representatives of England, the United 
States of America, France, Russia, Germany, 
ltaly, Austria, Holland, Denmark, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Spain, and Hawaii. The Government 
then instructed the Governor of Hyogo to levy 
house-taxes upon foreigners residiug in the district 


' 
' 


in question, but with respect to failures to pay the 


yds Nite 
4 { ~~ 
a 


tax. the Gover nor was ordered to bring the matter . 
to the Consular Court, instead of dealing with 
such cases in accordance with the law of the land. 
The Governor of Osaka is said to have urged 
upon the Central Government the importance of 
imposing taxes, in the same manner as Japanese, 
upon those foreigners in the mixed quarters in 
Osaka, who are engaged in the sale of Japanese 
manufactures or in the making and sale of foreign 
clothes and trunks, and upon those engaged in the 
professions of hair-dressers, actors, wrestlers, and 
the like. The Government, however, is believed to 
have replied that, although it recognizes the right 


to impose such taxes, the present is not a proper | 


time to assert that right. 3 
Applications have also been made by the Go. 
-yernors of Nagasaki, Tokushima, Shizuoka, and 
' Rukuoka for the imposition of local taxes upon 
foreigners, and the Government is reported to 
have at first given its approval. But with regard 


to the method of dealing with the cases of failures | 


to pay those taxes, there arose two different 
opinions in the Government, one set of officials 
maintaining that, if there is a right to impose taxes 
upon foreigners, that right should be enforced 
under the laws of the country, while another 
class contended that by proceeding in that way, 
the Government would lay itself open to the 
charge that it thereby interfered with the property 
rights of foreigners and might thus bring upon tt 
the protest of foreign Powers. In consequence of 
this diversity of opinion, the approval which had 
been given to the proposed measure is said to 


have been afterwards withdra 
| ment in Tokyo, 


Though a way has been opened for the im- 
position of taxes upon aliens living outside the 
limits of foreign settlements, no step has yet been 
taken to extend the operation to those residing 
with in these settlements ; nothing has as yet been 
done to levy national taxes upon foreigners, In 
the question of stamp-duties on an American patent 
medicine, and also in that of the engagement of a 
cet tain Swiss in the tobacco trade without a license 
the demands of the Japanese Government were 
with difficulty attained. But in dealing with ques 
tions of this kind, the Government is said to have 
seldom adopted a resolute and decisive altitude, 

THE VISIT OF FOREIGN M«N-OF-WAR TO NON-TREATY 

a eee: PORTS. 

Phe existing treaties contain no stipulation 
bearing -upon the visit of foreign war-vessels to 
ports wot opened for foreign intercourse. But 
foreign war-vessels are now freely entering all ports 
and harbours in any part of the country. Espe- 
cially the recent entrance of English men-of-war 
into the port of Muroran was virtually an act of 
defiance to the national rights of the country, 
Phis state of things is no doubt the result 
of erroneous precedents in the past left un 
corrected under the fatal policy of systemati- 
cally neglecting the enforcement of treaty stipula. 
tions. To state some historical facts :—In the 
4th month of the grd year of Meiji, a French 
man-of-war, desiring to visit Saga in Hizen, gave 
notice to that effect to the Governor of Nagasaki 
through the French Consul at that place. The 
Governor replied that no foreign war-vessel was 
permitted to enter a non-treaty port without the 
special permission of the Government, The French 
Minister refused to recognize such right on the 
part of the Japanese Government, and after con- 
sulting withthe officer in command of the war. 
vessel in question, caused it to proceed to Saga. 
On arriving at that place, the French officer asked 
the local authorities for permission to go ashore, 
but that permission was refused. Thereupon the 
French Minister addressed a note to the Minister 
Of Foreign Affairs, the late Sawa Nobuyoshi, pros 
Aesting against the action of the local authorities 
Prof Saga, taking for his authority the Memo. 
randum of the 2nd year of Bunkyu; to which 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs answered that 
it being stated in the said Memorandum that with. 
out sufficient reason no foreign war-vessel should 
enter any of the non-treaty «ports, the Japanese 
Government had the cight to decide whether the 
reason assigned in a given case is sufficient or 


wn by the Govern. 


| 


otherwise, and that, consequently, no foreign war- | 


vessel was allowed to enter any non-treaty port | 


without the permission of the Japanese Govern- 
ment, The French Minister again wrote the 


Minister of Foreign Affairs, maintaining that the: 


tight to decide on the sufficiency of reason 
for the visit of foreign war-vessels to non-treaty 
ports resided entirely with the foreign Repre- 
sentative concerned, and that, it bemg stated 
in the Meiiofandum in question that foreign 
war-vessels should be ffee to visit any of the 
ports in Japan, it was not necessary to obtain 
the permission of the Japanese Government. 
The Japanese Government is said to have made 
no reply ta this second protest of the French 
Representative. The Memorandum alluded to is 
not found in the Foyaku IJsan (‘‘ Treaties and 
Conventions concluded between the Empire of 
Japan and Foreign Nations”), and it is doubtful 
whether the French Minister rightly quoted the 
text. Inthe 7th month of the oth year of Meisi, 
afrench man-of-war entered the port of Yamada, 
in the Prefecture of Iwate, and her officers went 
ashore and made an excursion as far as a village 
named Miyafuru. The Japanese Government at 
once protested to the French Minister against the 
breach of treaty committed by the French war- 
vessel and her officers,requesting him to prevent the 
ship in question from repeating similar actions, In 
reply to this, the French Minister maintained that 
| French war-vessels were entitled to enter any non. 
treaty port without the permission of the Japanese 
Government, and he supported the position assum- 
ed by him by referring to the reply which he had 
made to the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the 
23rd of the 8th month of the ard year of Meif# in 
connection with an affair already alluded to, as 
well as to the soscalled Memorandum of the 2nd 
year of Bunkyu. With cespect to the landing of 
the French officers, he recognized that they ought 
to have obtained the permission of the Japanese 
Government, Our Government, it is said, finally 
acquiesced in the views maintained by the French 
Minister and cancelled its correspondence on the 
subject. 

In the case mentioned in the foregoing para- 
graph, our Government is noticed to have rashly 
surrendered its rightful position in view of the 
demand of a foreign Representative, thereby lead- 
ing to gradual encroachment of foreign Powers 
upon our national rights. Nothing could have 
been more regrettable than such conduct on 
the part of the Japanese Government. However, 
it may not yet be too late to recover the right thus 
surrendered by adhering to the just interpretation 
of treaty stipulations, and that is the responsibility 
falling upon the shoulders of the Government, 

(tO BR CONTINUED.) 


REPRESENTATION ON THE STRICT ENFORCEMENT 
OF THE TREATIES. 


Tue following is the Representation introduced 
by Mr. Abei Hankon in the House of Re- 
presentatives concluded from Saturday :— 


The history of the establishment of Quarantine | 
Regulations contains a fact which has mnportant | 


bearings upon the national rights of the country, 


namely, that the Japanese Government is not come | 
petent to enforce against foreigners measures of its 
own framed for preventing the spread of infectious | 
diseases, the control in this matter being only in- | 


directly exercised through the goodwill of the Re- 
presentatives of the “Treaty Powers. Practically 
our Regulations are in operation over foreigners, 


but our Government has: no power to directly | 
enforce such Regulations, and in so far the national | 


rights of the country must be said to have suffered. 


This regrettable state of affairs has been brought . 


about principally through want of resolution on the 
part of our Government, and throngh its habitual 
tendency to be indulgent to foreigners and to re- 
gard with indifference important matters of diplo. 
macy. In thefollowing paragraphs, we cite some 
of the salient facts connected with this part of ow 
subject :— : 

In the 8th month of the 6th year of Meiji, 
cholera being prevalent in Shanghai, our Govern- 
ment consulted with the different foreign Ministers 
and enacted a set of Quarantine Regulations, in 
which it was provided that the foreign Consuls 
were to be admitted into the Sanitary Committee. 
But there was, fortunately, no occasion for carry 
ing out these Regulations, 


Th the roth year of Meifi, cholera broke out in 
Kyushu, aud finally reached Yokohama, There 
being various objections to the Quarantine Re- 
gulations of the 6ih year of Medi, they could not be 
put into operation, and a new set of Regulations 
was drawn up and submitted to the different : 
foreign Representatives, who at once sent back the 
document tothe Government with various proposals 
for amendment. The Japanese Government then 
appointed a Committee to re-cast the Regulations, 
which, having been thus amended, were at once 
approved by the Ministers of the United States 
and Russia, the French Minister, however, sug- 
gesting further alterations, The English Ministe: 
alone took a different position, and asserted his 
right of interfering with the legislative authority 
of Japan, alleging that the proposed Regulations 
could not be applied to the ships and subjects of 
his country without his consent. The Japanese 
Government traversed his arguments, declaring 
that Japan, as a point of sovereignty, possessed 
the right to enact such Regulations as she might 
consider of public benefit, and that the right of | 
final approval and amendment could never be | 
delegated to foreign Governments, The English | 


‘Minister firmly adhered to his original position, 


and while time was being wasted m discussion, 
the disease spread as far as Nagasaki. Thereupon 
the Government drew up provisional Regulations 
to be applied to ships, Japanese and foreign, wavi. 
gating between Nagasaki and Yokohama, aud 
submitted them to the foreign Ministers for ap- 
proval. The Italian Minister signified his consent, 
inasmuch as the matter, in his opinion, was of 
urgent importance, but the French Minister having 
again caised objections, the Regulations were not 
cartied out im the case of foreign ships gene: ally, 

lu the rath year of Mets, the same discase again 
broke out in the South-west, and speedily extended 
to Kobe and Osaka. The Government enacted pro- 
visionary Regulationsand ordered all ships arriving 
from the infected districts to enter the port of Naga- 
ura and there lie at anchor for a certain period of 
time. lnthe 7th month of the same year, the Go- 
vernment promulgated theQuarantine Regulations, 
and simultaneously copiesot these Regulations were 
sent to the foreign Ministers, desiring them to take 
the necessary steps for their application to fo- 
reigners in the different settlements, in accordance 
with a process hitherto considered convenient under 
similar circumstances. The United States Mini- 
ster infenediately gave his consent, but the Mini. 
sters of Germany and France proposed amend- 
ments, while the English Minister not only objected 
to these Regulations, but drew up a special set of 
rules and published them for observance by his — 
nationals, The Japanese Government protested | 
against this step on the part of the British Repre- 
sentative, but the latter replied that, only English 
laws being recognized in English Courts of law, the 
—- Regulations must be converted into 

nglish law in order to have binding force on 
British subjects. ‘To this our Government is said 
to have made no reply. 

Thus, even in the case of Regulations equally 
impoitant to both Japanese and foreigners, the 
Foreign Ministers are cautious not to to establish 
a precedent prejudicial to their interests. At 
present our Quarantine Regulations are prac- 
tically in operation against foreigners, but the 
foreign Representatives still continue to refuse to 
acknowledge Japan’s exclusive right of legislation. 
They either publish these Regulations over their 
own signatures, or go through the formality of 
reenacting them. Iu either case their object is 
to assert the privilege they have once obtained. On 
the other hand, the policy followed by the Japanese 
Government is quite the reverse of that pursued by 
the Representatives of the Treaty Powers. It is 
customary! with our Government to take a lenient 
view of each case, and make concessions to Western 
Powers. A strange aud abnormal policy, truly ! 

LICENSES FOR THE PURSUIT OF GAME. 
The existing treaties contain no provision grant- 


‘ing to foreigners the privilege of pursuing game. 


But the demands ofthe foreigners being persistent, 
the Government found itself unable to withhold 
from them that privilege. As foreigners enjoy 
the privilege entiely through Japan's good-will, 
they ought to observe the provisions of Japanese 
law relating to the pursuit of game. But such is 
their presumptuousness that even in this matter 
they have interfered with the national rights of 
Japan, A brief historical account of the question 
is given below. 


In the roth montt of the 1st year of Man-yen 
(1860), an Englishman, named Moss, wounded a 
Japanese official while hunting in the Prefecture of 
Kanagawa. The Tokugawa Government caused 
the Englishman to be deported, after exacting from 
Shim an indemnity of 1,000 dollars. In the rath 
mouth of the ged year of Met#i, Game Regulations 
applicable to fogeigners were enacted alter the views 
of the various foreign Ministers had been con- 
sulted. In the rst month of the 6th year of Meiji, 


Game Regulations were proclaimed throughout | 


the country by Imperial O:divance No. 25, and 
our Government drew up new provisionary Regu- 
latiéus applicable to foreigners, and intimated to 
the foreign Ministers that any foreigner not 
couforming with the Regulations would not be 
permitted to pursue game. But the foreign Re- 
_presentatives refused their consent to the new Re- 
gulations, which consequently fell through. Inthe 
following year, a fresh draft of Regulations was 
compiled and presented to the Foreign Ministers 
for approval. There being in that draft a clause 
providing that infractions of the Regulations were 
to be tried in the Consular Courts but that what- 
ever fines might be collected should be paid to 
the Japanese Government, the Foreign Ministers 
replied that, unless they received instructions from 
their respective Governments, they were unable 
to give any definite answer to such a proposal. 
The Japanese Government allowed them until the 
6th month of the following year to obtain definite 
instructions from home. At that date, the British, 
Minister, in his: capacity of Doyen of the Corps 
Diplomatique, proposed that the clause relating 
to the payment of fines to the Japanese Government 
should be omitted altogether. This proposal was po. 
sitively refused by our Government, and in the gth 
month of the same year it informed the Represen- 
tatives of the various foreign Powers that, unless 
the original draft were adopted in its entirety, the 
privilege of pursuing game would not be granted to 
foreigners, The negotiations on this question were 
subsequently revived again and again, but the at- 
tempt did not succeed in bringing foreigners under 
the operation of our Game Regulations. In the 
oth year of Meiji, the Ministers of the different 
Treaty Powers drew up a draft of Special Regula- 
tions under their joint signatures, and our Govern. 
/-ment, in consultation with them, finally adopted 
the following provisions ;— 
** 1,—Any foreigner desiring to pursue game must pay tr 


yen for a license good for the whole season, or § yen foo 
one good for half of the season,” 


‘*3,.—Any foreigner violating the specifications written 
on the license, shall be liable to the payment of 10 yen 


indemnity to the Japanese Government on the institution 
of a Civil Case against him by the said Government.’’ 


** 3 —In case a foreigner engages in the pursuit of game 
without a license, he shall be punished according to the 
law of his native country on a complaint being lodged in 
the Consular Court by the Japanese Government.’’ 

The British Minister, taking these provisions as 
a basis, enacted Regulations for punishing persons 
who pursued pame without a license, on the 2ud 
of the Ist month of the roth year of Meggi, and 
B:itish subjects became subject to these Regula- 
tions. The rules now in force on this matte 
among foreigners generally may be regarded as 
a conditional agreement between the Japanese 


Government and foreign sportsmen, and do not at. 
all partakeofthe character of the country’s admini- 


sirative regulations. , 

The Game Regulations issued last year have 
been pronounced unconstitutional by the House 
of Representatives, and it is, consequently, un- 
necessary to speak at any length about them, In 
short, it is to the noticed that on the question of 
the pursuit of game, the national tights of the 
country have suffered much injury. 


TRAVEL. 

According to the express stipulations of the 
treaties, foreigners’ privilege of travel is limited to 
fixed regions surrounding the tespective setile 
ments. Only Ministers and Consuls were origin. 
ally allowed to pass beyond these limits, and even 
Ministers and Consuls were to be accompanied by 
Japanese officials. We may well imagine the 
inconvenience which would be felt by foreigners, 
were the treaty stipulation on this subject enforced 


system of dividing judicial powers between Japan 

and foreign States is maintained, such restrictions 

upon foreigners must be considered as necessary 

conditions of that system. Foreigners, however, 

ace always complaining of the inconvenience of 

the system and trying to have the restrictions re- 

moved by the Japanese Government. Our Go- 

vernment, on its part, ts very often misled by 

considerations of a temporary nature into relaxing 

these essential conditions of the imperfect system 

now in force. Thus the present abuses in respect 

of travel in the interior are to be ascribed to the 

readiness of our Government to relax the original 

restrictions of the treaties in compliance with the — 
demand of foreign Powers. Inthe following para- 
graphs allusion will be made to the more import. 
ant of the facts generally known in connection 
with this part of the subject. 

Inthe 4th month of the and year of Meiji, a 
foreign medical practitioner in Nagasaki asked 
permission to yisit a hot-spring outside treaty 
limits for the benefit of hishealth, The permission 
was granted. But the Government made it a rule 
not to grant such a favour, unless in cases ol 
sickness, shipwreck, employment by Japanese, 
prosecution of scientific studies, surveying, and so 
forth ; and even the Ministers of the Treaty Powers | 
were not allowed to go into the interior without | 
fiist obtaining the permission of the Government, 
Iu the roth mouth of the 3rd year of Meiji, per- 
mission was given to foreigners to visit freely 
temples and shrines in Tokyo, the limits of free 
movement for foreigners in Tokyo being marked 
on the east by the Shin-Tone river; on the north by 
a line extending from Kincho, through Senju, and 
along the uppe: part of the Sumida-gawa, to Taka- 
kutra;on the south, to Hinowatari on the Tama- 
gawa; and on the west by the Tamagawa from Hino- 
watati to its mouth at Kawasaki. A notice was at 
the same time issued to people residing within this 
circle, instructing them to offer no obstructions to 
the passage of foreigners. In the 7th month of the 
6th year of Mei, the Ministers of the various 
Treaty Powers addiessed to the Government a joint 
note asking for the abolition of the treaty limits and 
the grant of liberty to travel in the interior, At 
that time Ambassador Iwakura was in Europe ine | 
structed to open negotiations for the revision of the 
ueaties, and the Japanese Government declined to | 
give any definite auswerto the note of the Foreign | 
Ministers until the return of the Ambassador. In | 
the middle of the gth month of the same year, the 
Ambassador returned to Japan, and his return was 
followed by a :enewal of the Foreign Ministers’ 
request that their nationals be permitted to travel 
and trade freely in the interior, the joint note being 
on this occasion accompanied by a draft of regula. 
tions on the subject. Negotiations were subse- 
quently opened between the Japanese Government 
Foreign Representatives, but the latte:’s request 
and the was vot granted, 

Nevertheless, while, on the one hand, rejecting 
the demand of the foreign Ministers, the Japanese 
Government, on the other, effectually selaxed the 
restrictions on travel in the interior by esta. 
blishing, in the 6th month of the 7th year of Meij#, 
Rules giving permission to foreigners to travel 
in the Interior, By these Rules, it was fixed that 
passports might be issued by the Foreign Office 
to such foreigners as might apply for leave*to 
travel in the intesior either in the discharge of 
official duties, or for the benefit of their health, on 
on account of shipwreck. Foreigners in the service 
of the Japanese Government had, previous to the 
above-mentioned date, been provided with pass. 
ports for travel in the interior for approved reasons, 
but the privilege had been abused by them so 
much that their passports were withdrawn on the 
enactment of the Rules above alluded to. The 
Government, at the same time, sent officials to 
Nikko, Ikao, Hakone, Atami, and other places to 
see if the foreigners staying there were properly 
provided with passports. Out of sixty-three fo. 
reigners stopping at those places, six were not pro- 
vided with passports, and they were at once sent 
back to Tokyo. Thus for atime the restrictions 
upon travel were apparently thaintained with a 
fim hand, Foreign Ministers, however, were not 
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sti ictly. But, so long as the present uusatisfactor y | 
| 


satisfied with that state of things and repeatedly 
applied for the privilege of travel in the in. 
terior for theif nationals, The Foreign Minister, the | 
late Count Terajima, rejected these applications | 
on the ground that the existence of Consular Juris | 
\ diction made it impossible for the Japanese Go. | 
vernment to properly control foreigners in the in. 
terior, ‘In the 5th month of the same year some 
alteratiotrs wet® introduced in the Rules mentioned 
above, but the system of ‘passports was wet given 
up. Inthe rth month of the same year, permis. 
sion was accorded to foreigners to put up in hotels 
within the treaty limits, and those suffering from 
sickness were allowed to stay even at private 
houses. These were fresh relaxations of the treaty 
restrictions upon the privilege of travel. In the 8th 
month of the gth year of Meizi, ioveigners were per. 
mitied to visit Kyoto for purposes of scientific re 
search or for the benefit of their health. Formerly 
no foreigner, except Ministers, had been allowed 
to enter Kyoto. When the railway was extended 
thither, applications were made by foreigners for 
permission to go there, and an Exhibition being 
then held in the city, the Government temporarily 
relaxed the rest: iction, and the favour then granted 
has not since been withdrawn, At that time fo 
veigners were nol per mitted to extend their journey 
beyond the limits of the city, exceptto Nara, and to 
Lake Biwa as far as Hikone on the east, Kusatsu | 
on the South, and Shiwotsu and Chikubu-jima on 
the north. Inthe gth month of the 11th year of 
Meiji, permission was granted to foreigners suffer- 
ing from sickness to take lodgings at private 
houses in the interior, This permission, it is 
said, was given in consequence of inconvenience 
actually experienced under the former system 
In the rith month of the 12th year, in response to 
complaints by foreigners at Nagasaki, the treaty 
limits, which had been co-extensive with the district 
under the direct control of the Bugyo, were extend- 
ed to ten ri in every direction from the settlement. 

The opening of the country being an esssential 
feature of the national policy, the closing of the in. 
terior to foreign travel is not in itself a praiseworthy 
thing. But it must be borne in mind that an 
attitude of indulgence and generosity on our part, 
if not reciprocated bya similar attitude on the pait 
of foreign Powers, only leads to increased tramp. 
ling upow treaty stipulations, and to increased dif- 
ficulty in recovering for Japan her national rights. 
An ever-growing number of foreigners now openly 
occupy houses of their own under the pretext 
of scientific research or ill health, at Nikko, 
Kamakura, Suma, and other resorts noted for 
| beauty of scenery. In short, the treaty restric. 
tions on the travel of foreigners in the interior are 
now in danger of losing all effect. In the a2tst 
_ year of Meifi, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Count Okuma, did something to correct the pre. 


vailing evil, to restrain the issue of passports, and 
to let foreigners understand that the grant of 
passports entirely depends upon the goodwill of 


the Japanese Government, and is in no sense a 
right which foreigners are entitled to demand. | 
But the Government has not pursued a fixed 
policy on the matter, and the present unsatisfactory 
state of affair has resulted. The Government's 
responsibility is not a light one. 

MODE OF D#ALING WITH POACHING SHIPS. 

The right to engage in fishing has not been 
given to foreigners under the existing treaties. 
But foreigners yearly come with fishing vessels 
into Yokohama and other ports to obtain supplies 
of provisions and other necessary articles, and there 
are also some foreigners in Yokohama who find 
capital for these fishing vessels, Yokohama and 
some other ports seem to be regarded by foreigners 
as stations for these fishing schooners. When 
the vessels return loaded with the proceeds of their 

operations, they transfer their catch to other ships 


in the port without paying anything in the form of } | 


either import or export duties. It is not easy to 


ascertain the value of the skins 2 gic " 
this way, How many millions of yen they are worth, 


those well conversant with such things in Yokohama 
will no doubt be able to calculate for themselves. 
It is reported that these vessels ply their trade 
sometimos off the coasts of Iga and Kishu. But 
most of them go to the seas off the coasts of the 
Provinces of O-uw and Chishima (Kurile Islands). 


cape being caupht in the territorial waters of 
Japan. When they occasionally enter any of the 
ports on the coasts of Kishu or the O u Provinces, 


| the Local Authorities are afraid of meddling with | 
them, lest some trouble may result, and so these | 
vessels are suffered to come and go unmolested. | 
At present, therefore, poaching is openly practised | 


in Japanese watets, 


to excuse itself on the pretext of want of proof, 
there is no help for it. 


Government to look with indifference upon the 
evil of open poaching, the existence of which is 
perceived by the people in general P 


THE CONTROL OF CHURCHES. 

Liberty of religious worship is guaranteed to 
Japanese subjects by the Constitution within the 
limits of law. Foreigners also enjoy the same 
privilege in virtue of an express treaty provision, 
Thus in respect of freedom of worship, there ought 
to be no distinction between Japanese and fo- 
reiguers, But, while the original religions of 
Japan and the shrines and temples are governed 
by certain regulations under the supervision of the 
Stuines and Temples Bureau, these regulations 
are not extended to the churches of the foreign 
teligion, The relative merits of the Japanese and 
foreign religions need not be discussed here. 
But of late there have been numerous instances 
of believers in the foreign religion giving offence 
to the national feelings of the people by casting 
vilifying reflections upon the established ceremonies 
ofthe Empire. It is needless to say that prope: 
control ought to be exercised over Churches be- 
longing to foreign teligiuns, 


ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS. 

Administcative regulations which may be applied 
to foreigners, such, for instance, as Railway Re- 
gulations, Kerosene Regulations, Regulations :e- 
lating to the Import of Opium for Medical Use, 
Regulations about Lost Articles, and so forth, have 
not yet been carried out in the case of foreigners, 
on the pretext that necessary ariangements have 
not been effected with the Representatives of 
the Treaty Powers. The Regulations about the 
certificates of Pilots for Vessels of Foreign Con- 
struction are in force among foreigners, but it 
must be observed that these Regulations were 
enacted in consultation with the Foreign Ministers. 
lt is provided that foreign pilots, who possess 
certificates, in accordanée with Art. 13 of the Re- 


thence by land to the place of their original depar- 
ture. But there is no provision to punish them in 
case they violate any of the articles. Such Regu- 
lations are almost dead letters, 

Another instance of the relaxation of admini- 
strative control over foreigners is furnished by the 
case of foreign newspapers published in the settle. 
ments. When such newspapers publish anything 
coutrary to the Newspaper Regulations and pre- 
judicial to public tranquillity, the paper may 
be suspended, just as in the case of a journal in 
the interior, or its editor may even be ordered to 
leave the Empire, as is often done in foreign coun- 
tries. Some years ago an Englishman named 


Shingishi, in Tokyo, and when his paper began to 
disseminate ideas injurious to public tranquillity, 
the Government had to take him into its service in 
oder to induce him discontinue his journal. At 
present it is not likely that anybody will publish 
a Japanese paper outside the control of the laws 
ofthe country, The foreign newspapers published 
in the settlements are still exempted from the pur- 
view of our Newspaper Regulations. Consequent- 
ly, while diplomatic secrets are freely published in 
the foreign papers of the settlements, their inser- 


Minister of Foreign Affairs, held conferences for 
the revision of the treaties, Not only in regard 
to diplomatic secrets, but in all other matters, 
exemption is enjoyed by the papers published in 
the settlements, In foreign countries, foreign 
journalists have not infrequently been ordered out 
of the country, as was the case in Italy in the 2and 
year of Aleizi. Why may not Japan follow the 


When: they detect the approach of a Japanese 
war vessel, they get out of her sight and thus es- 


example of Italy P 


If the Government intends | 


But is it right for the | 


’ 


: 


}gulations, may, in the pursuit of their calling, go | 
ashore land at any place in the Empire and proceed 


Black, published a Japanese pape: entitled Nisshin | 


tion in a Japanesepaper is instantly punished with 
he bas abanspension. Iustances of this kind ovigi- | 
éd in the rorh year of Meizi when Count Inouye, 


Another instance of administrative laxity is sup- 
plied by the Regulations for Gunpowder. The 
infraction of such provisions, whether by Japanese 
or by foreigners, ought to be punished in extreme | 
cases by suspending or prohibiting the offender 
from engaging in thetrade. But the Regulations 
have, so far as we know, never been applied by 
the Government to foreigners. Instances of this 
nature are, in fact, too numerous to be mentioned. 

There is, however, another case which calls for 
mention, Inthe 2tst year of Afedgfi, the Government 
leased to an Englishman a portion of State land 
at Kawasaki, Kobe. The lessee in turin rented 
the land to the Yokohama Engine and Lion 
Works, who constructed a pier into the harbour, 
The Government thereupon, by its administrative 
authority, caused the pier to be taken away. This 
case well shows that, if the Government is resolute | 
enough, it can easily bring foreigners under its | 

administrative control, | 

To sum up, the existing treaties not only interfere | 
with the Sovereign rights of the Empire, but also 
impair the well being of the people. Our country 
differs greatly from the nations with which it has 
treaties, In matters of customs and manners, langu. 
age and literature, religion and other things. I 
is, Consequently, necessary that the Government 
should rigidly maintain the rights and obligations 
provided for in the treaties, It should leave fo 
reigners inthe enjoyment ofthe privileges guarante, 
ed to them by express stipulation ; but in respec 
of privileges not expressly granted by the treaties 
the Government should positively refuse their en.’ 
joyment to foreigners. And in casetreaty stipula 
tions are infringed by foreigners, the Government 
should deal with them under the authority of the 
Soveteign tights of the Empire. The national 
policy of the Empire is to open the country, not to 
close its doors, and it is His Majesfy’s especial 
pleasure to show benevolence to people coming | 
fromafar. Foreigners must, therefore, be treated | 
with kindness and humanity within the limits 
presctibed by the treaties and the law. But 
is it a proper method for the assertion of the 
| national rights and the promotion of the people's 
welfare, to leave foreigners free to trespass | 
beyond the limits even of the unjust and un- 
fair treaties now in force? It is of most urgent | 
neccesity to sweep away the various evils thus far 
described, andto make foreigners appreciate not 
only the botindless benevolence, but also the awe- 
inspiring acaped of His ‘Majesty the Emperor, that 
the countily’s prestige may be maintained abroad, 
andthe pale’ spirit may be roused and stimu 
latedjat home. It is customary for the Government 
to evade résponsibility by pleading the necessary 
j consequences of a previous course of events, But 
such a plea cannot be allowed in respect of a 
question like the present, which possesses vital 
bearings upon the recovery of the national prestige. 
It is, consequently, our earnest wish that the pre- 
sent Representation may receive the serious alten- 
tion of the Government. 
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MR. MUTSU ON THE FOREIGN 


POLICY OF JAPAN. 
a 


2 gerne nee ll 
The following is a full translation of the 
speech delivered by H.E. Mr. Mutsu, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, in the House of Representa- 
tives on Friday last :— 


Gentcemen,—lIt affords me pleasure to be pre- 
sent here to-day to declare the course of foreign 
policy of the Government, and to explain to you 
how the progress of the Empire has been influenced 
and how the welfare of the people has been in- 
creased by the enlightened and progressive policy 
of opening the country which has been the foun. 
dation of this nation’s aims and aspirations ever 
since the Restoration. I also desire to explain 
what relations the question pending in the House 
to-day and the spirit of the projects connected with 
it, bear to the progressive policy of opening the 
country, abd I wish to obtain your just judgment 
on the whole matter. | 


At the commencement of our Sovereign’s auspi- 
cious reign, His es cag mature considera- 
tion, decided to adopt the policy of opening the 
country as a fundamental principle of State pro- 
cedure. At that time, the venerable statesmen who 
served in His Majesty’s Cabinet showed entire 
obedience to His Majesty’s wise decision, and ever 
since they have not faltered an iota in maintaining 
and upholding that national policy, despite the 
numerous difficulties they have encountered. 

Gentlemen—I invite your attention to the Im- 
perial Rescript issued at the beginning of the era 
of the Restoration, and to the orders issued by the 
Government of the time, in accordance with the 
_spicit of that Imperial Rescript, All important re- 

forms and all — steps of progress hitherto 
achieved in Japan have for their basis that progres. 
sive policy. In the early years of the Restoration 
era when an anti-foreign (fo-t) spirit was still ramp- 
aut among our people, His Imperial Majesty, solici- 
tous on account of the future welfare of the country, 
issued many Imperial Rescripts and Orders con- 
taining such se ay as the following: —" Foreign 
intercourse shal 
' International laws,” &c., &c. 


“Since now the conditions of the world are | 


clearly known, it is His Majesty's pleasuré to es- 
tablish friendly intercourse with Foreign Powers, 
and above all to increase more the prestige of the 
Empire, &c., &c.” 

* Japan shall stand on an equal footing with 
the other Powers of the world,” &c., &c. 

* After advancing in civilization and establishing 
the foundations of national wealth and power, it 
should not be a task of excessive difficulty to attain 
the position of rose d with other Powers.” 

In the Sth Article of the Imperial Proclamation 
issued on the 14th of March 1st year of Meiji, it is 
said :—"* Knowledge shall be sought henceforth 
throughout the world, and the Imperial prestige 
shall be strengthened as much as possible,’’* Re- 


9 name of the era, which commenced in 1867. 
° articles of 
The remaining f Bother gt a 


r aeapees O88 to : 

| to this Proclamation, His Majest 

: :— We, in person, take this initiative, and 

determine this national policy, pledging our- 
oath to Heaven: ” and in response 


selves to it 

| oclamation, the Prime Minister and 
other Ministers of the time made this declaration : 
— "The Imperial Proclamation is wide-reaching 
_and profound in its meaning, and we appreciate it 
to the full, Nothing less or different could satisfy 
the urgent requirements of the epoch. Looking to 
the foundations of the nation’s permanent policy. 
We, your Majesty’s humble subjects, under oath 
“of death, nate y aw Agen the gine 
pleasure and act ‘diligence as to satisfy 
the Imperial bet } 


y de- 


be carried on in accordance with | 


; 


_@ Since then many events of different character | 
“have occurred, and it must be admitted there have | 
been also many sho:tcomings and difficulties. | 
vese shortcomings and difficuties may have been | 
paeaenerunts to mistakes on the part of the Go- | 
‘vermnment and sometimes to misunderstandings on 
the part of the people. But it is now useless to 
_attempt any assessment of past losses and gains. | 


» Gentlemen—Contrast the Japan of the Ist part 
‘of the Meiji eva with the Japan of to-day. Forget 
for a moment the quarter of a century that has 
“intervened and seek to set up a direct comparison, 
Surely it is not difficult to see how great has been 
the degree of progress made by the country and 
how rematkable has been the effect of the new 
‘civilization on the nation’s condition, 


- Looking, for instance, at the economic side of 
‘the problem, let us speak fora moment of the 
scountry’s foreign trade. At the commencement of 
the Meiji era, that trade did not amount to thirty 
umillion yen, whereas, in the 25th year of Meiji, it 
aggregated more than a hundred and sixty-two mil 
‘tions. So again in the matter of means of com- 
“munication, On the land nearly 3,000 miles of 
railway have been laid, and over 10,000 miles of 
telegraph lines have been constructed ; and on the 
sea do there not float many hundred vessels of 
foreign type for coastwise and foreign commerce ? 


Tiirning to military armaments, does not the 
‘country possess.a strong standing army of 150,000 
men, consisting of well trained officers and 
‘soldiers armed with weapons of approved modern 
“type, and not inferior to the forces of great Euro- 
pean Powers? And does it not possess a Navy 
numbering about 40 vessels which are to be added 
to so far as the national finances permit ? 


Looking, on the other hand, to the extension of 
civil liberty, to the improvement of the national 
institutions, to the growth of intelligence, and to 
the progress of science and art, results too numer. 
ous to formulate here stand on record. The most 
important of them all is the establishment of 
a constitutional form of Government, in conse- 
quence of which I am enabled to stand before 
you in this House of Representatives to-day, 
and to discuss with you political affairs of prime 
importance. I ask you where in the whole of 
Asia there is to be found a country which can 
show such a page of progress as Japan happily 
| presents, Truly we have made a long stride 
in advance during the past quarter of a cen. 
tury. Our country has evoked, and is still 
evoking the astonishment and admiration of 
foreign Powers because of its progress almost 
unparalleled in the records of the nations of the 
world. Yet we know that the genius of the 
Japanese people, not contented with tliis still 
defective effort and still incomplete achievement, 
is capable of accomplishing a programme of te. 
farm and progress many times more extensive than 
anything already standing to their credit, and we 
are proud that the Japanese people do not lack 
courage to make the essay, I would ask you whe- 
ther these remarkable results do not flow from the 
facts that His Imperial Majesty, by an exercise of 
farseeing wisdom and enlightened decision, early 
determined the policy of the nation; that our vener- 
able predecessors helped to promote that policy, 
aud that our loyal and patriotic forty millions of 
countrymen have endeavoured, each in his own 
sphere, to promote the national interests by faith- 
fully following that great policy of State. 


In what I have thus far said, it has not been my 
purpose to pervert or prejudice views by advancing 
exaggerated arguments of a theoretical nature, [| 
firmly believe that you yourselves will recognize 
the incontrovertible character of the statements | 
have made if you examine them by the light of 
established facts. 


I have no doubt that the Representation standing 
first on the Order of your House to-day, as well as 
the two other Bills framed in pursuance of a similar 
object, have been introduced in this House by their 
proposers under the influence of patriotic feeling. 
But unfortunately these various measures are 
opposed to the national policy to which I have 
diawn your attention ; the policy invariably pursu- 
ed since the Restoration. On the contrary, these 
measures betray a. spirit of retrogression and con. 
servatism, not a spirit of progress and liberalism. 
If once the contagion of such a retiogressive spirit 


be pe by the people, it will surely turn the 
mind of the nation into false channels. Especially 


| not yet advanced as it is at present. 


ee 


is it to be feared that the spirit of progress 
nurtured during the past quarter of a century would 
be weakened, if not altogether paralysed. 

I will not here discuss in detail the merits of 
this Representation, I regret, on the whole, that 
such a project has been introduced in this House, 
which is the legislative body of the Empire of 
Japan, 

Witheegard to strict enforcement of the treaties, 


IT declare that the Government have never failed | 
to take proper measures against any act of con- 


travention of their stipuations. But, as you 
are all well aware, most of our existing treaties 
were concluded during the Ansei* and Keio* 
eras, or at the beginning of the period of 
the Restoration, when foreign intercourse was 
Except 
one treaty, that with Mexico, all those compacis 
are imperfect, and do not by any means answer 
the requirements of our present state of progress. 
But it is beyond question that while existing 


treaties have not lost their force, all matters of | 
foreign intercourse must be dealt with in accord. | 


ance with their provisions, As I have mentioned 
before, the situation at home and abroad has 
undergone many remarkable changes since the 
existing treaties were first concluded. It is 
therefore my conviction that, in conducting our 
foreign intercourse to-day, the convenience and 
interests of Japanese and foreigners alike will 
be best consulted by a judicious policy of give 


and take, and by such mutual accommodations | 


as are compatible with the express stipulations of 
the treaties. 


I think it is not out of place to briefly re- 
view the history of the progress of our foreign 
intercourse since the opening of the ports. From 
the Ansei era to the Restoration, you will find 
that the Bakufu,> hampered by various cir- 
cumstances at home and abroad, seem to have 
adapted their foreign policy to a system of 
keeping ae as far as possible isolated from 
Japanese. rey Consequently adopted whatever 
measures promised to prevent mutual contact or 


approach, without duly reflecting whether and to 


what extent such measures might enable foreigners 
to impair our national interests or encroach upon 
our national rights The systems of settlements, 
of treaty limits, of treatment of subjects or citizens 
of non-treaty powers and so forth, are examples 
of that policy. In the ~ gegen. of the Re. 
storotion no change worth mentioning took 
place. But from the 5th or 6th year of Meifi, when 
the Iwakura mission returned from Europe, the 
Japanese Government commenced earnestly to 
try and recover the rights impaired in foreign inter- 
course, as well as to assert the rights neglected 
over and above the treaties. A case in point is the 
jurisdiction over non-treaty subjects or citizens, 
Phe Bakufu, in pursuit of their policy of isolating fo- 
reigners, endeavoured as far as possible to avoid all 


* The era from 1 tae 
the Tokugawa Government is known in 


contact with them, and accordingly made arrange- 
ments by which foreign consuls were authorized 
to exercise, more or less erga nn over non-treaty 
subject or citizens. But since the 6th year of 
Meifithe Government has brought these non-treaty 
subjects entirely under our jurisdiction, Again, 
since the time of the Bakufu, there existed in the 
Settlements of Yokohama and elsewhere, Foreign 
Municipal Directors or Committees who, in great 
measure, exercised administrative contral and 
management of the Settlements. But since about 


the roth year of Afeéfi, all the Settlements, with the } 
exception of Kobe and Osaka, have been brought 


under the control of the Japanese Government. 
To cite the most conspicuous instance :—At the 
time of the Bakufu there were many violent ad- 
vocates of anti-foreign (Jo-4) measures, and in con- 
sequence, the British and French Governments 
stationed a number of troops at Yokoliama. The 
Bakufu were so far compromised as to be obliged 
to maintain barracks and the necessary hospitals 
connected with this encampment by paying the 
cost from the national treasurv. After the Resto- 


: 


ation, tlie Go ment, by repeated communica- 
49. with ikon P wets, cHected at last the with- 
drawal of the troops. I might cite many other 
instances, but I think it is not necessary to do so 
in details. Suffice it to say, that in the matter of 
extradition, in the matter of extending Japanese 
jurisdiction to the subjects of a country that has 
neglected to establish consular courts in Japan, 
in the matter of the applying the Japanese Game 
Laws to foreigners, and so forth, there are many 


cases in which the Imperial Government. has as- 
| serted and extended the empire’s inherent rights. 


Foreign intercourse must be perfectly reciprocal 


in respect alike of severity and of accomodation. 
It is impossible to make things suit our own con- 
venience only without taking foreign interests 


’ treaties. 


into consideration, The Government has already 
changed the Bakufu’s policy of isolating foreigners 
into a policy of opening the country, Therefore 
it has become necessary to give foreigners more 
or less liberty. The privilege of travelling in the 
interior with passports issued by the Govern 

ment for the benefit of health or for purposes 
of scientific investigation belongs to this class. 
It is not denied that this has given foreignets 
some advantages. But at the same time I do not 
think that the Japanese people have lost anything 
by it. Last year about 9,000 foreigners travelled 
in the interior, I have no definite statistics on the 
subject; but it may be safely estimated that these 
foreigners spent in the interior about 500 yen each, 
by way of travelling expenses and sundries. If 
so, their expenditure aggregated about 5,000,000 
yen. This enormous sum of money goes to fill the 
purses of our labourers and manufacturers without 
any special effort on their part. 


If Japan adopts the policy of strictly enforcing 
the treaties, it is to be feared that foreign Powers 
also may do the same, And here an important ques- 
tion presents itself. Most of the treaties, except. 
ing the Mexican and Chinese, are unilateral in 
their application; in other words, the various pri- 
vileges enjoyed by foreigners in Japan are defined 
in the treaties; but the privileges granted to Japan- 
ese abroad are little if at all referred to. There. 
fore, if both sides are to stick closely and immov.- 
ably to the letter of the treaties, I fear the loss 
accruing to the Japanese may be far greate: 
than the loss to foreigners. Moreover, if the spirit 
of this movement for strict enforcement of treaties 
the treaties be sought, it is found to have had 
its origin in the anti-mixed-residence agitation 
recently fomented among certain classes of people. 
If not actually an anti-foreign movement, it is at 
least a reversion to the isolation policy of the Baku- | 
fu, a policy incompatible with the national and 
fundamental programme of opening the country, 
as followed ever since the Restoration. If strict 
enforcement of the treaties is intended to increase 
national interests and popular happiness, the 
reasons I have thus far adduced are sufficient to 
inspire a fear that no such object will be at- 
tained, but that, on thé contrary, a directly op- 
posite result may be produced. 

Among the advocates of strict enforcement of 
the treaties, some profess to approve that policy as 
a means to the final accomplishment of treaty 
revision, They imagine that the result of strictly 
enforcing the treaties would be to make foreigners 
experience so much inconvenience that they would 
be constrained to consent to revision of the existing 
But I do not perceive what inconvenr 
evce foreigners would suffer from strict enforce- 
ment of the treaties. And supposing that they | 
did feel more or less inconvenience, I can not 
imagine how that would induce foreign Powers to 
consent to treaty revision. I believe that such 
petty measures and such a small policy would be 
totally inefficacious to accomplish the objects of 
treaty revision, In fact, in order to accomplish 
the objects of treaty revision, it is necessary | 
torfurnish foreign Powers with proofs that Japan’s | 
propress and civilization truly make her in Asia an 
exceptionally enlightened and powerful country. 
The evidences hitherto given to foreign Powers 
that Japan is a State quite exceptional in Asia are 
the results which she has attained by following, 
ever since the Restoration, a national policy of 
opening the country. 


The object of treaty revision, nay, the great 
object of our foreign policy, as declared by the 
Minister President of State at the beginning of the 
4th session of the Diet, is none other than to enjoy 
the rights which we are entitled to evjoy as a na- 
tion, and to discharge the obligations which we 
are required to discharge as a wation. Japan 
aspires to obtain exceptional treatment at the 
hands of European and American nations, despite 
the fact that she is geographically a part of Asia, 
Seeking to obtain such exceptional treatment 
from the outside word, our Government, in its 
turn, must follow a special policy at home, and our 
people must show special aptitude, That is the 
reason why the Government has adopted the policy 
of opening the country as the foundation of our 
national aims and aspirations. 


Gentlemen, the principle governing Japan’s 
foreign intercourse to-day must be self-respecting. 
She must fear no one and slight no one. She 
must look to enter the fanrity-ef-civilized and 
powerful nations by obserying the‘yules of re- 
ciprocal courtesy and respect which constitute the 
ties that bind that family together. In the history 
of Asia from the Middle Ages downwarfs we see 
‘many instances where acountry which, finding 
itself in a critical position with regard to its fo- 
reign relations, and being inwardly timid and 


nervously fearful of strangers, has evinced a 


disposition to slight foreigners in matters of trifling 
importance and assume a haughty air under 
ordinary circumstances. So soon, however, as an 


emergency arose, such a country began to waver | 
in its attitude and to fawn upon those that threat. | 
ened it. Unable to stand independently, it | 
finally created numberless imbroglios in its foreign | 


inte: course, and made blunders so gross that they 
involved its final and irremediable fall, bequeath. 
ing a legacy of perpetual shame to posterity and 
putting an end to the nation’s development. 


In most countries foreign policy is shaped in con. | 


formity with the spirit of the time. Thus, as I 
have already pointed out, in the days of the 
Bakufu, the Government being surrounded by an 
anti-foreign spirit, the policy of isolating foreigners 
in every possible way was adopted. Thiscase well 
illustrates the principle that unless the popular 
spirit be patient and progressive, a country can- 
not pursue an active foreign policy. 

Gentlemen, I do not and cannot doubt that 


the Representation now awaiting discussion in| 
your House and the two correlated Bills of | 


a similar nature were introduced from patriotic 
feeling and without any evil purpose on the 
part of their proposers. But I must say that 
they are in spirit entirely opposed to the great 
fundamental policy of the Empire as above stated. 
And since there devolves upon the Ministers of 
the Crown the responsibility of removing any ob- 
struction to the communication" of that great na- 
tional policy, I declare most solemnly on behalf of 
the Government that we shall not hesitate to adopt 
any measure for that purpose. 
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DISSOLUTION OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


On Saturday afternoon at 3 o'clock an 
Imperial Rescript was issued ordering 
the dissolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. That this step would ‘follow, 
in inevitable sequence, the prorogation 
decreed on the roth instant and repeated 
ten days later, had been pretty generally 
foreseen. It may appear perplexing that 
a sentence of fourteen days prorogation 
pronounced one day should prelude an 
order of dissolution issued on the next. 
But events move quickly at present in 
Japan. The Cabinet plainly endeavoured 
by every possible means to recall the 


House of Repfesentatives to a sober 
frame of mind and to a sense of the 
Dying the first. 


gravity of the situation. 
period of prorogation, there was ample 


time for the 2 age to weigh their 
acts and to withdraw from a route evid- 


ently destined to end in a fatal collision 
with the Government. They were not 
left in any doubt as to the SOVEREIGN’S 
will or as to the views of His MAJESTY’S 
Ministers. With respect to the former, 
they had the guidance of the Imperial 
-Rescript issued on the 24th instant, w. ere 
the EMPEROR stated in unequivocal terms 
that the foreign policy of his reign was 
liberal and progressive, and that anything 
tending to interrupt the consummation of 
that policy would be opposed to the Imperial 
wishes. With respect to the latter, they had 
the indications furnished by the act of proro- 
gation, which bore evident reference to their 
'_retrogressive and vexatious proposal to en- 
force the strict letter of the Treaties, a 
proposal not only threatening to seriously 
alienate the goodwill of Foreign Powers, 


one ee eee - _——_ 


but also involving for its enforcement re- 


course to measures inconsistent with the. 
spirit of the Constitution and contrary to | 
the principles of civilization. Nevertheless, : 


the Opposition declined to be turned from 
their purpose either by the EMPEROR'S 
declared wishes or by the Cabinet’s re- 
solute attitude. The reassembly of the 
| House on the 29th inst. saw the obnoxious 
proposal introduced once more for discus- 
sion, and saw also a solid phalanx of 
members prepared to support it. Whether 
it would have passed or not, must now 


rémain uncertain. But there can be little 
question that it would at all events have 
obtained votes numerous enough to convey 
a false impression of the nation’s real 
mood, and to invest with fictitious im- 
portance the petty and ungenerous policy 
contemplated by the Opposition, Had 
the EMPEROR then and there issued an 
order for dissolution, the step would not 
have been premature. But it was pro- 
bably deemed advisable to proceed with 
the utmost deliberation in a matter of 
such gravity. A bare possibility existed 
that by some of the supporters of the 
measure the first sentence of proroga- 
tion had not been interpreted as directly 
due to their action. Further, there evi- 
dently devolved upon the Government the 
duty of offering a full exposition of its 
own views before having recourse to an 
extreme method of asserting them. Hence, 
when the House of Representatives re- 
assembled on the 29th instant, the Mini- 
ster of State for Foreign Affairs laid be- 
fore it an exhaustive and lucid statement} 
of the Cabinet’s foreign policy, and a 
strongly reasoned demonstration of the 
unwisdom and discredit that would attach 
to the course advocated by the Opposition. 
A full translation of His Excellency’s 
speech will be found elsewhere in our 
columns, Itis a remarkable State paper. 
The nature of the occasion that evoked it 
must be regretted, but, on the other hand, 
there is solid ground for congratulation that 
the Japanese and foreign public is afforded 
access to such an unequivocal present- 
ment of the motives and aspirations by 
which the foreign policy of the Meiji era 
has been directed throughout. The key. 
note of that policy may be summed-up in 
the principle that the exercise of rights in- 
volves a corresponding discharge of obliga- 
tions. Japan has set herself the difficult task 
of emerging from her geographical situa- 
tion, and, first among Oriental States, 
entering the comity of Occidental nations 
on equal terms. To accomplisha purpose 
on the threshold of which she encounters a 
mass of traditional prejudices and race anti- 
pathies, she has to show before everything 
that she recognises and is prepared to 
discharge the duties imposed by the posi- 
tion she seeks. She cannot withhold from 


jothers what she claims to receive from 


them herself, neither can she, by bending 
to the strong and taking advantage of the 


| weak, infringe the principles of equality 


by which she aspires to benefit. Profes- 
sions alone will not serve her. She must 


offer practical proofs of her adhesion to the 


canons governing the intercourse of Oc- 
_cidental States, and in view of the unpre- 
_cedented recognition which, as an Eastern 
nation, she asks for, those proofs must be 
exceptionally clear and conclusive. She 
has: been furnishing them steadily for a 
quarter of a century, but the whole results 
of her labour might be destroyed in a mo- 
ment if, on the eve of achieving her pur- 
pose, she adopted a course calculated to 
reawaken foreign distrust, 


now almost succeeded in dispelling. 
The speech of the Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs makes it clear that 
all these things have been recognised 
from the outset by the statesmen of the 
Meiji era, and that they are resolved not 
to suffer the nation to be discredited, or 
their own work to be wrecked, by recourse 
toa policy as petty and vexatious as it 
would be futile and misleading. The pri- 
vileges which foreigners enjoy in_ this 
empire over and above Treaty stipulations, 
are not concessions wrested from Japan, 
neither are they, as the Opposition appear 
to think, indulgences having their origin in 
the Government’s weakness or impru- 
dence. They are simply evidences of the 
gradual rapprochement that has taken 
place between this nation and the Occident, 
The very causes that conspire to render 
the treaties anachronous and unjust, from 
Japan’s point of view, have also worked to 
make their strict enforcement incompatible 
with relations such as those existing be- 
tween her and foreign peoples. The 
| isolation that was easy and even congenial 
to her at the time of concluding the Trea- 
ties, became long ago irksome and dis- 
tasteful; the barriers that foreigners aad 
Japanese were then willing to endure, 
have for years been growing more and 
more inconsistent with the nature of 
their intercourse. To revert to that 
isolation, to rebuild those barriers would 
be significant of much more than the 
advocates of the measure seem to ap- 
preciate. The Government, however, per- 
_ceives the full meaning of the step and is 
determined to oppose it by every lawful 
means. It is certain, of course, that after 


‘the speech delivered by the Minister of | 
Foreign Affairs on the 29th instant, after 


the second order of prorogation on the 
same day, and after the issue of the Im- 
perial Rescript of the 24th instant, the 


House thoroughly understood the Govern- | 


-ment’s determination and the EMPEROR’S 
will. But from the commencement of the 


and to re- 
suscitate the prejudices which she has | 


present session the House has shown itself 
altogether insensible to the dictates of 
reason. Every one of its acts have been 
swayed by party passion and political 
ambition. Nothing seemed capable of 
checking its irresponsible recklessness. 
To entrust to such a House the discussion 
and decision of a question affecting the 
national policy of the whole Meé/i era, 
would have been an ill-judged and un- | 


_statesmanlike proceeding. Hence, when | 


the parties forming the Opposition showed, 
after the prorogation of the 2oth, no dis- 


position to re-consider their attitude, but re- 


newed their resolve to push, after the New 
Yéar’s recess, the mischievous measure de- 
nounced by the Government and condemn- 


_ed by the SOVEREIGN, noresource remained 


but dissolution. We can not foretell what 
an appeal to the country may bring forth, 
but, at all events, the question of the Em- | 
pire’s foreign relations will now receive 
attention such as never before was be-| 
stowed on it. Meanwhile, the resolute and 
enlightened attitude taken by the Govern- 
ment should suffice to assure foreigners 
that no retrogressive or illiberal policy 
will be permitted, and that the SOVEREIGN | 
and the Cabinet may be trusted to main- 
tain the policy of friendship and liberality 
in accordance with which the country’s fo- 
reign intercourse has hitherto been shaped. 
| 
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Enclosvre 1 with Mr. Dun's No. 55. 
Copy. 


Ne inate ee all 


Translation. 


No. l. Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, the llth day, the lst month, 
the 27th year of Meiji. 
His Excellency : 
"Edwin Dun, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note No. 11, dated the 23rd of November 
last, enclosing copy of an instruction you received from 
the Acting Secretary of State of the United States, 
transmitting a gold watch and chain and nine silver life- 
saving medals which the President of the United States 
has been pleased to award as testimonials to Seki Yoshi- 
omi, late Governor of Tokushima Ken, and nine villagers 
of Shiwakiura, of the same Ken respectively, in recogni- 
ti on of ti.eir services to the crew of the American ship 
" North American *,wrecked in July 1892. 

In reply I beg to inform Your Excellency that the 
said gold watch and chain hes been handed to Seki 


Yoshiomi at this. Department and the receipt has been 
duly 
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duly signed by him. The nine silver life saving medals 
together with their blank receipts have been transmitted 
to the Governor of Tokushima Ken instructing him to hand 
them to the presons named. The Governor having effected 
the delivery of the silver medals, now returns to me the 
receipts, each of which has been signed by the recipient 
and a witness in due form. I have therefore the honor 

to enclose, herewith, the ten receipts and also copy of 
a letter from 5eki Yoshiomi expressing his sincere. thanks 
for the courtesy extended to him by the Government of the 
United States. 

In conclusion I beg leave to request that Your 
Excellency will be good enough to convey to the President 
of the United States the expression of my thanks on be- 
half of the Imperial Government as well as all the recip- 


ients of the testimonials, for this act of great kindness 
onthe part of the President of the United Btates . 


I avail myself of this ocegsion to renew to ‘our 


Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


( Siened ) Mutsu Munemitsu. 


Enclosure A.with Mr. Dun's No. 55. 
____Lopy , 
No. ll. Legation of the United States, 


Tokyo, 'lovember 22, 1898. 


His Excellency 
Mutsu Munemitsu, 
His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
Minister for -Foreien Affairs. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose, herewith, for Your Ex- 
cellency's information, copy of an instruction, of date 
October 17th, 1893, this day received from the Acting) 
secretary of State of the United States, transmitting a 
gold watch and chain and nine silver life saving medals, 
all suitably engraved, which the President has been 
pleased to award, as testimonials, to the persons named 
in the instructionin’ recognition of their services to the 
crew of the American ship *North American", wrecked off 
the coast of Japan, July 23rd, 1892. 

I have the honor to request that Your Excellency 
will kindly cause these testimonialswhich I send herewith 
to Your Excellency by Dr. Whitney, Interpreter of this 
Legation, to be forwarded to the persons to whom they. are 
awarded, together with the blank receipts also enclosed 


herewith, which I respectfully request youwill cause to > 


he duly executed by the recipients of the testimonials 


and 
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and returned to me for transmission to my Government. 


ei en 


Your Excellency will please observe that each re- 


ceipt should be signed by the person named thereon and by 


a witness to his signature. 
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 


Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


( Signed ) Edwin Dun. 


Enclosure No. 4 with Mr. Dun's No. 55. 
Mr. Seki to Mr. Mutsu. ° 


(Translation copy) 
Tokyo, December 2nd, 1893. 


His E*celliency 
Mutsu Munemitsu, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Sir : Ihave the honor to acknowledge with respect the 
receipt of a gold watch and chain forwarded from your 
department to-day, which I am informed, has been given 
to me by'the United States Government in recognition of 
aid rendered while governor of Tokushima-ken at the time 
of the wreck of the dane toa vessel "North American" in 
July 1892. 

Although I only did whatrI could at the time of the 
wreck, it was all that I could do, yet to receive so 
generous a reward from the United States Government was 
indeed beyond my expectation, and I desire to express my 
deepest gratitude for the same. 

To receive such a gift has been the great honor of my 
life, and not only of my life alone but an honor to my 
posterity to whom I will transmit it to keep always and 

regard with gratitude as a memento of the kindness of the 
Utiated States. Government. 

In accordance with the above, I desire to express my 
heartfelt thanks to the United States Government, and I | 
shall be very géad if Your Excellency will be so kind 
as to communicate what I have above stated to the United 
States Minister in this country. 


I have etc.etc. 


'Weiiont Seki 


Junior 4th Rank. 
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Enclosure 1 with Mr. Dun's No. 57. 
—fopy. . 
United States Consulate-General, 
Kanagawa, ( Yokohama ) Japan. 
.January 30, 1894. 
His Exeellency 
Edwin’ Dun, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary | 
of the United States, 
Tokio. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to forward, herewith, the petition 


for pardon, with accompamying documents, of Charles E. 
Miller, a convict confined in the prison for American 
convicts at Kanagawa, which papers it is desired that you 
will transmit to the President. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) W. D. Tillotson, 


Consul-Genecral. 
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Copy: 


Translation. 
Foreign Office, 
Tokyo, February 3rd, 1894. 


His Excellency 
Edwin Dun, 
Envoy ixtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiaryof 
The United States of America. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's despatch of the 29th ultimo trans- 
mittineg, for presentation, a copy of the report of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission from the. Honorable, the 
Secretary of State and,in reply thereto, beg that Your 


Excellency will be so kind as to make suitable expression, 


at your convenience, of ‘he thanks of tho Imperial Gov- | 
ernment to the proper authorities for the ‘same. 
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 
Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 
( Signed ) Mutsu Munemitsu, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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THE COMMUNICATION ADMURESSED TO THE 
CABINET BY THIRTY-KIGHT MEMBERS OF 
THE UPPER HOUSE. 


Tae original communication addressed to the 
members of the Cabinet by Prince Nijo and 


a 


runs as follows :— | 


| Taxin EXcetvencies, THE MEMBERS OF THE 
CaBiner. | 


Sirs,—The question of aur Foreign Treaties has 
important bearings upon the prosperity o: decline 
of the country and the interests of the people, 
More than twenty years have elapsed since the 
date originally fixed for the Revision of those 
Treaties, but successive efforts for the attainment 
of our object, inchiding Ghose of Count leauye and 
Count uma, have all énded in fatluse, not 
because the work of Revision was difficult, but 
because the rights of the country and the welfare 
of the people bad to be syictly guarded and 
secured against all possible molestation. Ou 
countrymen are no longer the same countty- 
men of former days. There are now among 
them plenty of men well educated and com- 
petent to discuss the foreign affairs of the coun- 
try by the light of the history of other nations. 
That these people should be prompted by anxiety 
for the preservation of the national independence 
to offer criticisms upon foreign policy, is quite 
rational and does not in any seuse constitute 
a subject of surprise. The opinions advanced 
by them may, in some cases, have a tendency 


foreign affairs. But that ciscumstance should 
he regarded as a sign of the progress made by the 
nation in civilization, and precisely therein lies, in 
our opinion, the strength of the country. 


| affairs of State. 
/wecessaty first of all to effect reforms in the finance 
of the country, but we sometimes feared that the 
tendency of its policy might be to neglect the 
discharge of its proper legislative functions. 
The late House of Representatives, 


It must be observed that the House has thus shown 
itself ready to discharge its important legislative 
functions and express its views on the e:adication 
of national evils, It must consequently be ac 
knowledged that in voting, or attempting to vote, 
upon those measwmes the House has kept itself 
within the limits of its legitimate functions, 


of your conduct, when, in misinier pretation of 
its motives, you hastily concluded that the House 
of Representatives was bent 
the course of the enlightened and progres 


persons wedded to ult: a-conservative views, 
among European aud American nations there ave 


races and nationalities. Our country having but 


and irrational persons. The members of late 
House of Representatives, being mostly men of 
note in their respective localities, can wot be 
classified in the same category with Conservatives 
of the above-mentioned type. But you have 
put them in the same category, and that is 
the reason why we can wot approve your con- 
duct. ‘The Representation which the House was 
about to vote on the subject of Treaty Enforce- 
ment, was simply an expression of its wish to the 
Government that the latter should carry out the 
provisions of the existing Treaties. If our country 
were incapable of enforcing its present Treaties, 
it would be impossible for ber to maintain he: 
tights in practice, even if those Treaties should 
he revised on a footing of oanelis, | hes - 
result w , bay 
ate tak Sete aty at all, aod in such 
p to main’ 


though there were no Treaty 
a case it may even become imposs 


“ 


] anything improper ot wrong in such views, it would 


thirty-seven other members of the Upper House | 


not to further the smooth conduct of the country’s | 


Eve: since the opening of the Diet, the tendency | 
of the House of Representatives has always been | 
to Concentrate its attention on making reductions | 
in the Budget, almost to the exclusion of other | 
The House doubtless thought it | 


however, | 
recently changed its pulicy, and directed its | 
attention to the recovery of the national) rights and | 
the maintenance of official discipline, voting, or at- | 
tempting to vote, on these subjects add: esses to the | 
Throne aud Representations to the Government, | 


We, therefore, fail to recognize the prop: iety 


upon impeding | 


sive policy of opening the country. Of course | 
among our Countrymen there may be a few ; me anid my colleagues the hanour of address © 


Even | 
not wanting some who hate and persecute alien | 


recently been opened for fmeigu intercourse, it is | 
unavoidable that there should be some bigoted ; 


” 
y 
» 


tain order and tranquillity, Such, im our. opi- 
nion, must have been the ideas of the members of 
the late House of Representatives. ft there were 


have been your duty to point out the fallacies and 

favour them with full and repeated explanations, 
thereby giving them an opportunity to exhaust 
their opinions on the subject. Instead of taking 
such a course, you rashly concluded that the House 
was applying iiself to impede the couse of the 
progressive policy of opening the country, and at 
once advised the Emperor to order its prorogation. 
We regret extremely for the sake of yourselves 
that you thus prevented the House from expressing 
its opinion on the matter, 

It being His Majesty’s pleasure to govern 
the country in a constitutional mauner, it is the 
duty of all His Majesty’s subjects to unite joyfully 
in the promotion of the Imperial wishes, If you 
really consider the majority of the members of the 
late Pst of Representatives in the light of the 
fo-i agitators of former days, you would not only 
fail to discharge your duties as advisers to the 


Sovereign, but. would even on the one hand pro. 
voke theepposition of the vation and, on the other, 
exciie the suspicion and doubt of foreigners, 
thereby possibly bringing grievous misfortune 
upon thecountey This is consequently amatier of 
} Sincere anxiety for the sake of the Empire. More- 
over, the proregation and dissolution of the Diet be- 
longing to the prerogative of the Emperor, you ave 
j not free to advise such measures to His Majesty on 
y the mere spur of the moment, for such a course of 
action would have the effect of weakenine the re 
} spect of the people for the lmperialorders. Vet, after 
ad vising a p! orogation for two weeks, on the day 
jfollowing the issue of the Lmperial order to that 
effect you again advised His “Majesty to dissolve 
} the House of Representatives, thus dest: oying the 
That 
}'s to us another matter of profound regret for the 
sake of the country. What has been done cannot 
} be undone, But precautions cau be taken for the 
Pfiuture. Tt is our sincere wish that you should not 
disteyard what we have thus far ventured to offer 
} for your acceptance, and that, correcting your mis- 
takes, you will exert yourselves to discharge the 
A duty you owe to His Majesty the Emperor. 
We remain your obedient servants, 
(Signed) Prince Nijo Hiromoro, 


and others, 
January 24th, 1894. 


I effect of the former Order of protogation, 


| COUNT ITO'’S ANSWER TO THE OPPOSITION PEERS. 


We publish above the communication ad- 
dressed to the Cabinet by 38 Members of 
the Upper House, with reference to the Dis. 
solution of the Diet. The following answer 
has been given by the Minister President of 
State, Count Ito, and published on the 13th 
instant by the vernacular press :— 


i To Prince Nijo Morouiro anp THirty-seven 
oTHeR Mampers ov THe Hovust or Pers. 


My Lorps ano Gentiemen,—I beg to acknow 
ledige the seceipt of the communication you did 


ing to ws, io which you have been so good as td | 
favour us with your opinions. concerning the late | 
dissolution of the House of Representatives. I | 
desive to express my deep sense of gratitude for | 
your extreme consideration in the matter, Un. | 
worthy as Tam, I have been charged with the 
giave responsibility of exercising general control | 
over the conduct of the administrative Affairs of | 
the State, and upow me devolves the duty of | 
tendering asivice to the Sovereign. But IT have. 
not assumed such heavy responsibility without 
some Corresponding sense of confidence in myself, 
The general pur port of your communication to. 
jus is to criticise the Government's conduct in 
advising the Emperor, towards the end of last 
year, to dissolve the House of Representatives, | 
must, therefore, explain to you the reasons why | 
] advised such dissplation. 
| The proper cars ying out of the Constitution 
depends upow the harmonious working of the dif 
ferent pats of the machinery of State. That is 
precisely what His Majesty was pleased to an-- 
nounce at the time of the promilyation of the 
| RAO i and ut has been repeated in the 
_Lnperial Speeches at theapenings of the succes. 
sive sessions of the Diet =~ 
_ ‘That was made ape SesomN lefinite by 
‘the Imperial Rescript of February, foth of Ans 
ow 
a = 
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The Houses of the Diet and the Ministers of 
State are equally under obligation to duly ob- 
In obedience thereto, 
the Ministers of : 


serve the above precept, 
the Houses of the Diet and 
Siate are bound to confine themselves within 
the limits of their sespective functions when con 
sidering matters of State. By doing se, votwith-. 
standing eccasioual differences of opinion between 
them, they onght to fied no difficulty is promoting, 
in concert, the progress of the country, in so far 
astelates tothe more important affairs of State. 
Since accepting office, Lhave diligently applied 
myself to the discharge of the grave sesponsi- 
bilities connected with the post I occupy, and I have 
been at particular pains never to take any preci- 
pitate course of action. I shall always be glad to 
have the opinion of the two Houses of the Diet on 
any subject, and hope thereby to aequue the 
means of supplying my own difficiencies, There- 
in lies, it is my conviction, the duty which the 
Constitution lays upon me. The House of Rervre- 
sentatives, ou the other hand, has been making it 


trouble to consider the advantages or disadvant- 
ayes of such measures. For instance, the House 

Representatives endeavoured to effect such 
eductions in the Budget as would have been 
difficult to carry out in practice, while on the ques- 


tion of national defence, attempts were made to 
suspend measwmes of the most mw gent importance, 


' constitutional 


_ pleased to Issue. 
‘and even previous to its opening, the various 


Noise avd tumult characterized the proceedings 
in the House, which hardly gave ear to the explan. 
ations offered by the Ministers of State. In the 
fourth session of the Diet, the House of Repre. 
sentatives was fortunately able to discharge its 
duties, thanks to the benevolent 
Resciipt which Hi. Enlightened Majesty was 
Inthe filth session of the Diet, 


political parties began to manifest a tendency to 


revile and injure each other, as they bad done in 
the early part of the preceding session. When the 
late session had been duly opened, the House of 
Representatives, regaidiess of the law of the 
land, which fixes a cestain definite period of 
time for the examination of the Budget in 
Committee, and notwithstanding the fact that 
Standing Committees must be elected imme- 
diately alter the opening of the session, at once 
proceeded to discuss a question segaiding the 
propriety of the conduct of its President, The 
House, in connection with that matrer, went to the 
length of abusing the power vested in it of present- 
ing an Address to the Throne, and when asked by 
His Majesty for an explanation of its meaning, it 
had to apologize for the igorance it had displayed. 

Can such conduct be considered app: opriate to 
men qualified to take part inthe management of 
national affairs ? 

The maintenance of official discipline is of course 
a duty incumbent upon the Government. Had 
the House put questions or offered advice to the 
Government, at the same time*plainly pointing 
out in a frank and disinterested manner, the facts 
that formed the subject of complaint, the Govern. 
ment would have gladly met the House in a like 
spirtt of frankness. But in, point of fact, the 
House of Representatives very suddenly voted an 
Address to the Throne on the subject, without 
having even given notice of the metion by placing 
it on the Order of the Day. The House appealed 
to the Imperial judgment in this manner, perhaps 
because it had thought from the beginning that 
the Government was not worthy of being taken 
intoits councils, A few days afterwards, the House, 
vot having yet received any intimation of the Im 
petial pleasure, passed a resolution which, under 
the pretence of expediting the Government's 
decision, really pressed for an Imperial reply to 
the House’s Address. 

How was it possible that with such a House 


‘ harmonious cOoperation could be maintained P 


In obedience to the Imperial Rescript of Feb, 
10th of last year, my colleagues and | introduced 
reforms in the vasious branches of the Administ: a- 
tion, Wih due regard to the requirements of the 
machinery of State, to the greater development of 


various useful undertakings, to the convenience of 
the people, and to the economic growth of the 
country, we devised a plan consistent with the 
actual condition of the country and the people ; 
and on the basis of that plan, reductions of a large 
amount were effected in the ordinary expenses of 
Administiation, over and abeve the decrease in 
the Budget for the preceding year. The amount 
thus obtained was to be employed for meeting 
vations urgent requiremenis of the State and of 
the people. 

In conformity with the Official Organization 
thus amended, and with other Lmperial O: dinances, 
the Budget for the 27th fiscal year was compiled © 
with due provision for all the various measures 
whose importance gave them a title to consideration. 

When this Budget was introduced by Imperial | 
permission, the Budget Committee in the House 
of Representatives, without taking the trouble to | 
asce:tain the general purpose of the Bill, adopt- | 


ed asa standard for the amendment of the Bud- | 


‘| get precisely the same general plan of reductions 
its principal business to oppose the important | 
measures pf the Government without taking the | 


| Cabinet 


that had been drawn up in the preceding session 
in connection with the Budget compiled before the 
abovementioned administrative reforms had been 
carried out. The Ministers of State, on thei 
part, gave full explanations at the meetings of the 


' Badget Committee, so that the objects and mos 


tives of the Government might be duly appreciat- 
ed by the members of the Committee. , The latter, 
thongh they at first demanded explanations from 
the Ministers of State in person, did not exten- 
sively criticise or oppose the statements made by 
the Ministers, but contented themselves with 
obstinately adhering to the general scheme of :e- 
ductions above alluded to, and manifested no 
inclination to recede from their original attitude, 
As a result of their investigations, they proposed 
the abolition of the contribution of one tenth of 
the salaries of officials—a proposition contrary to | 
the Imperial Rescript of February 10, 1893-—and © 
recommended various unreasonable reductions. 
They even went so far as to propose cutting down 
appropriations for the construction of forts on the 
shoves of various straits. Their pretext for recom. 
mending such reductions was that the reforms 
effected by the Government fell short of what 
had been indicated in the declatations of the 
in the preceding session. But the 
declarations I made to the Committee which 
the House of Representatives had elected fo: 
the purpose of ascertaining the Government’s 
views, were confined to the statement that 


' efforts should be directed not to reducing official ' 


salaries, but to simplifying he organization of the 


vations tranches of the Administration and to 


diminishing the vumber of officials, The deter- 


| moation of the official organization in accordance 


with the actual needs of the time, is a matter for 


which the Government is solely responsible, and it 
is therefore a subject beyond the interference of 


any others. 

Should the suggestions of the Diet be of a nature 
to supply the incompleteness of my knowledge and 
to ald my judgment, | shall always be glad to 
accept them, But when the measures proposed 
by the Government are indiscriminately opposed 
on the vague plea that they are endorsed by 
public opinion,—no trouble being taken either to 
ascertain actual facts or to consider the reasons 
assigned for those measmes, and not the least 
attention being paid to the requirements of the 
administrative machinery of the State,—I have 
then to abandon all hope of harmonious cévpe- 
ration with the Diet. | 

It may be coutended that, however tue these 
observations may be so far as +elates ta the conduct 
of the Budget Committee, the House of Represent- 
tives itself had not yet pronounced any verdict on 
the subject. But the Budget Committee's opinions 
es practically be regarded asseflecting he views | 
of the House by which it had been elected. More. 
over, as you will no doubt cemembe:, the opinions 
which were then publicly expressed on the subject 
by members of the different political parties were, 
if anything, more ureasonable than those ad- 
vanced by the Committee, You state in your 


communication that “the House of Representa. 


tives had changed its accustomed policy with re- 
gard tothe veductions iv the Budget and mani 
fested a tendency to consider the affairs of State 


But on this point actual facts compel me to enter- 
tain an opinion at variance with your own, 

The progressive policy of opening the country 
pannst be carried out by the Government in spite of 
all difficulties and dangers. tis of couse nece. 


isting treaties as ate essential te the assertion of 
the national rights; and when required, efforts 
must be put forth for the abolition and amend. 
ment of such provisions as may interfere with the 
exercise of the soveteign rights of the country. th 
must, however, be berne in otind that the existing 
treaties having been concluded previous to the 
Resta: ation ot immediately after it, thei: provisions 
in many Cases aré not responsive to the actual 
state of affairs of the presem day, It is, conse. 
quently, ret advantapeous for the country to ad- 
here too tigiuily to the letter of these provi- 
sions. It would be the height of folly to seek 
to enforce them indisc: iminately, without con- 
sidering the practical consequences of such a 
course, In the conduct of its foreign policy, the 
Government ts obliged to give due consideration 
ww all the different aspects of contemplated steps, 
| so that propriety of action may always be secured. 
Care must also be taken not to endanger peace by 
wantonly originating causes of complications out 
of pure love of contention, Vet, while pursuing 
such a deliberate course, the Government has 
never once suffered any encroachment upon or 
derogation from the rights of the country save such 
as have been consequences of the treatie: naw in 
force. But several parties in the Howse of Repre 
sentatives combined together for the int: oduction of 
a Representation, the purport of which was to 
charge the Government with having suffered the 
tights of the country to be injured; and on the 
pretext of securing strict enforcement of the trea. 
lies, they concocted various projects for restraining 
the movements of foreiners, heedless of the fact 
that such measures were in conflict with the pro. 
visions of the present treaties, Moreover, taking 
advantage of the ignorance under which some 
persons labour as to the important bearings which 
the conduct of foreign affairs has upon national 
interests, they even tried to promote the agg: andise. 
ment of their parties by disseminating exaggerated 
opinions on the subject, thereby excitmy the pas- 
sions of the public, 

Such persons must be considered triflers with 
the grave and important imterests of the Empire, 

The Government is assiduously engaged iv the 
recovery of the sovereign tights of the country by 
the route of treaty tevision,—a task which is ce 
gatded as forming part of the great work of the 
Restoration. Nothing daunted by repeated fail. 
wes im the undertaking, the Government is deter 
mined sooner o: later to attain the great aim kept 
in view by the country. This determination on 
its part being fixed aud intevocatble, the Govern. 
ment does wot find it necessary, in deference to 
political considerations, to use, nor has it ever 
| used, inconsistent o: equivocal language on this 

subject either to the es people orto fo- 
teign vations, The Government is convinced 
that Japan is not called upon permanently and 
indefinitely to sacrifice her tights by complying 
with the existing treaties. The Government is at 
the same time opposed to that pettiness which 
exults in the subjection of people from distant 
realms to vexatiously conceived inconveniences 
and disadvantages. The object of the allied 
patties in the House of Representatives was to 
have the Government pursne the latter, rather 
than the forme:, course. 


listening to the speech which the Minister of 


State concerned addressed to them on the subject | 


of our foreign policy. 


in a spirit Of sincerity and disinterestedness,” 


sary to strictly enforce such proVisions of the ex. | 


That, in their blind | 
adheseuce to erroneous ideas, they were wanting | 
in the sincerity of mind essential to the calw and | 
deliberate discussion of the country’s important | 
foreign affairs, was shown by their manner of | 


Thas, ahhough IT am convinced that the various 
measures brought in concerning strict enforce. 
ment of the treaties were antagonistic to the true 
sentiments of the nation, it was vevertheless. not 
difficult to forsee, from the attitude of the House, 
the verdict which a majurity of the members were 
resolved. to pronounce on the subject, 

kt declared im the Representation that the Go- 
vernment had permitted encroachments to be 
made upow the rights of the country, and in the 
Fxplanatory Document attached there were ad- 
vanced vatious unfounded assertions which plain- 
ly indicated that the object of the introducers of 
the motion was to keep foreigners at arm’s length. 

These things must of course have been noticed 
by you. 

1 am pleased to believe that members of the Diet 
have the tights of the count:y so much at heart. 
But I cannot approve the conduct of these who, 
instead of deliberately and calmly striving to pro 
mote the progressive policy of opening the country, 
indulge in discussions which exclude the idea of a 
proper sense of responsibility, 

The facts thus far dwelt upon induced me to 
conclude that there was tio hope of cOuperating 
harmoniously with the late House of Representa- 
tives towards the furtherance of the national policy 
of the country. 


While; on the one hand, coutinuously increasing | 


in the violence of its opposition to the Government, 
that House, on the other, had nothing to show fos 
itself, unless, indeed, that it neglected its legitimate 
duties of legislation aud prevented the carrying 
out of measures highly beneficial to the country 
and to the people. 

The House even tried more than once to neglect 
its functions by proposing adjournment, 

The Government consequently decided to advise 
the dissolution of the House, aid as a preparatory 
step leading up to that measure sought His Ma 
jesty’s consent to prorogation, 

The period of protogation had to he fixed, for 
it isso requited by the law of the country, The 
dissolution was recommended to the Emperor on 
the following day, because there was no necessity 
to wait for the expiration of the pericd of pr oroga 
tiow, aud not because any change had taken place 
in the views of the Government, In other words, 
it was necessary that the Imperial Orders should 
be issued im rapid succession, simply because 
the Constitution requires that the prorogation of 
the Diet, whether as a step preparatory to dis- 
solution or otherwise, ts to be announced through 


we eee ae 


the exercise of the Prerogative of the Emperor. | 


Dissolution takes place by the exercise of the 
Imperial Prerogative upon the responsible advice 
of the Ministers of State, and it is not therefore 
necessary that the measure should be decided upon 
in direct consequence of any particular quéstions. 

But if it be required to point out the reason why 
the present dissolution was advised, I do. not 
hesitate to declare that the measure was re-com- 
mended to the Emperor because the conviction had 
been forced upon me that there nas no hope of 
furthering the grand policy of the Empire in har- 
monious cSoperation with the late House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Ha: monionus cOoperation does not mean blind 
compliance with the wish of others, and I do not 
expect the House of Representatives to extend 
indiscriminate approval to measures ints oduced 
by the Government. If both the Government and 
the House consult together on the affairs of State 
gravely and soberly, and if each confines itself 
within the limits of its own legitimate functions, it 
will not be difficult to secure the proper working of 
the Constitution. Such, indeed, was the injunction 
contained in the Imperial Rescript of February to, 
1893,—an injunction which it is the constant effort 
of myself and of my colleagues to obey. It is not 
my desire to controvert the opinions you have been 
so good as to address to us. But I have here 
frankly revealed my sincere opinions to you, in 
deference to the kind consideration you have 
displayed towards myself and my colleagues. 

Lremain, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 


i Iro Hirosumi, 
February roth, 1894. 


i 


Ps eo Se Arcedis Ap 60 


_ 


GOVERNMENT AND 7HE DIr7. 


WE publish this morning a carefully pre- 
pared translation of a most important 
State Paper—the reply of the Cabinet to 
a section of the House of Peers who re- 
cently addressed a Representation to the 
Government on the subject of the disso- 
lution of the House of Representatives. 


The document is so lucidly conceived, its | | 


arguments are so skilfully marshalled and 
its language is so succinct that the task of 
analysing it becomes superfluous. It is 
impossibje not to be struck by the gravity 
of Count ITO’S tone, by the statesmanlike 
character of his views, and by his emphatic 
manner of enunciating them. : 
The Peers, or to speak more correctly, 
the Members of the House of Peers who 
are hostile to the Government, ander the 
leadership of Princes NiJo and KONOYE 
and others, complained in their Represen- 
tation that the Cabinet had recommended 
the EMPEROR to dissolve the House of 
Representatives without allowing the lat- 
ter to discuss the measures concerning 
which the Government and the Opposition 
were understood to be at variance, and 
that the sentence of dissolution had been 
pronounced without submitting to the 
nation any definite exposé of the causes 
that necessitated such an extreme step. 
The Representation embodying these ac- 
cusations was not of necessity a public 
‘document. Had its compilers and signa- 
tories been actuated by any genuine desire 
toascertain the Government's explanations, 
to deduce from them a frank and impartial 
analysis of the situation, and to contribute 
to the nation’s intelligent comprehension 
of the unfortunate deadlock now existing 
between the Administration and the Legis- 
lature, they would certainly have awaited 
the Minister President’s defence before 
publishing their own arraignment. But 
their precipitate action forbids us to credit 
them with any such laudable motives. 
Their first step was to make public through 
the press the charges formulated by them 
against. the Government, and Count ITo 
has consequently been forced togive similar 
publicity to his reply which, we observe, 
was drawn up by permission of the Em- 
_PEROR, His Majesty having also perused 
the Representation fromthe Peers. The re- 


sult, however, is fortunate, for, although no 
honest person could pretend to be in any 
real doubt as to the causes of the sentence 
of dissolution, opportunity for misrepre- 
sentation was undoubtedly afforded by the 
Government’s silence. The Opposition 
in the Peers have therefore performed a 
public service. But they cannot themselves 
be too well-satisfied with the result, for 
they have elicited a most crushing retort. 

Generally stated, the reason assigned 
by Count [To for, the dissolution of the 
House of Representatives is that all hope 


‘of céoperation with such a Legislature 


| 


was precluded by the persistently vexatious 
and indiscriminately hostile attitude of 
the majority in the House. It cannot be 
pretended by any advocate of popular 
government that the object of constitu- 
tional institutions is to obstruct the smooth 
working of State machinery, to prevent the 
consummation of every measure of public 
utility, and tocheck the material progress of 


_thenation. Yet that, and that only, was the 


programme achieved by the Lower House 
last session. It commenced by displaying 
flagrant indifference to the letter of the 
laws enacted to control its procedure. In 
those laws there is a provision explicitly 
laying down that the first duty devolving 
upon the House is the appointment of 
Standing Committees; a provision which 
derives additionally binding force from 
the fact that to one of those Committees 
is entrusted the function of examining and 
reporting upon the Budget within fifteen 
days from the date of that document’s 
submission to the House. Instead of 
obeying the law in this important respect, 
the House applied itself to the invidious 
task of driving its President from the 
chair, a task which, even assuming its 
propriety and justice, called for no im- 
mediate action, and could have been per- 
formed equally well after the election of 
the Standing Committees. By this display 
of contempt for the rules of procedure, 
the Hause afforded a clear indication of 
its temper towards the Government, for 
the degradation of its President was a 


| mere preliminary to an assault of a similar 


character upon Government officials. The 
President was vaguely charged with de- 
meaning his office by interested association 
with persons in inferior social positions, 
and the same accusation was preferred in 
even vaguer terms against Government 
officials. There was not the smallest 
room to credit the formulators of this 
charge with sincerity, the charge itself 
being ridiculously inconsistent with the 
general principles of liberalism professed 
by them, and the method of preferring 


it being purposely designed to prevent 
an understanding and rovoke a collision. 
This spirit of wholesale hostility was 
further displayed in the House’s treatment 
of the Budget. The Government, in the 


‘economic bearings, and the House had 
definitely accepted the pledge, this mutual 
agreement being testified by a compromise 
on the question of the Budget. In pursu- 
ance of its promise, the Government ela- 
borated and put into operation a scheme 


Budgetary reductions aggregating several 
millions of yen. But the Committee of the 
House behaved just as though no reforms 
had been effected. They assumed for their 
own alterations of the Budget exactly the 


the commencement of the preceding ses- 
sion, prior to the understanding with the 


formatory measures. 
give themselves the trouble to examine 
the motives and scope of the Government’s 
ietocms, and they persisted in trespassing 
the Imperial Prerogative by invading 
the domain of official salaries, which the 
Constitution explicitly reserves to Imperial 
control, although in so doing they had to 
‘interfere with an arrangement specially 
fixed by Imperial Edict a few months’ 
| previously. Harmonious céoperation be- 
tween two parties within the lines of a 
certain system is plainly impossible when 
one side insists upon ignoring those lines, 
and over-riding them at its convenience. 
There remains the question of the em- 
pire’s foreign relations. We have already 
had the liberal and re-assuring statement 
of the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
on this subject. We now have the con- 


sident of State. Nothing could be more 
satisfactory than Count ITO’s pronounce- 
ment :— The Government is opposed to 
that pettiness which exults in the subjec- 
tion of people from distant realms to 
_vexatiously conceived i inconveniences and 
disadvantages.” In such a policy the 
present Cabinet can have no act or part. 
As for Treaty Revision, the Ministers of 
the CROWN are resolved to accomplish it. 


Past failures have not daunted them. They. 


will pursue to achievement the country’s 
great aim. In the context of this promise 
there is a significant declaration :—‘ The 
Government is convinced that Japan is not 


‘called upon permanently and indefinitely 


preceding session, had pledged itself, in’ 
compliance with Imperial instructions, to_ 
undertake administrative reforms with 


rupted its debates. 


of reforms which rendered possible further | 


same bases as those devised by them at 


Government, and prior to the latter’s re-. 
They did not even | 


_firmatory declarations of the Minister Pre- 


to sacrifice her rights by complying with 
the existing Treaties.” Failing to obtain 
Revision on reasonable terms aid after 
due diplomatic effort, she will resort to 
other means of shaking off her fetters. 

But there shall be no recourse to un- 
dignified and unworthy methods, such as 

those suggested in the Raieecatatio€: 
which the House was about to discuss 
when the sentence of dissolution inter- 
The Minister Pre- 
sident declares his conviction that the’ 
nation at large would never endorse such 
methods, and that their advocacy by a 


‘majority of the Lower House was wholly a. 
' matter of party tactics: that, in short, their | 


advocates did not hesitate to stbserve the 
most serious questions of foreign inter- 
course to the petty purposes of party poli-| 
tics. ‘Such men,” says Count ITO, ‘ must | 
be considered triflers with the grave and | 
important interests of the Empire.” To. 


_ say that the House should have been allow- | 


ed to debate the Representation, and that | 
dissolution prior to debate involved a pre- | 
mature assumption of the majority’s mood, | 
is mere persiflage. The result of adebate 
and a division admitted of no doubt what- 
ever, and when the Opposition Peers 


}contend that some shadowy disrespect 


was shown for the House’s dignity by 
this summary method of procedure, they 


conveniently ignore the substantial con-_ 
tempt uniformly and violently displayed | 
_by the House towards the Government and 


its measures, Reckless of the laws con- 
trolling its procedure, indifferent to the 
restrictions imposed by the Constitution 
on its functions, careless of the Imperial 
behests, setting the aims of party politics 
above the interests of the nation, practis- 


| ing obstruction for obstruction’s sake, 
effectually impeding useful 


legislation, 
prostituting the foreign relations of the 
empire to the purposes of political pole- 
mics, and converting the Diet into a mere 
arena for baiting the Administration— 
surely the Japanese nation would be in-. 
sulted by the supposition that it was properly | 
represented by such Representatives. 
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TREATY 
OF 


AMITY, COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 


His Majesty the Emperor of Japan and 
being equally desirous of maintaining 
the relations of good understanding which 
happily exist between them, by extending and 
increasing the intercourse between their respec- 
tive States, and being convinced that this 
object cannot better be accomplished than by 
revising the Treaties hitherto existing between 
the two countries, have resolved to complete 
such a revision, based upon principles of equity 
and mutual benefit, and, for that purpose, have 
named as Their Plenipotentiaries, that is to 
say: His Majesty the Emperor of Japan; 

p RR siscigi 5 seventh , who, after hav- 
ing communicated to each other their Ful\. 
Powers, found to be in good and due form, have | 7~—~ 
agreed upon and concluded the following | / 
Articles : 


Articir [. 


The subjects or citizens of each of the two 
High Contracting Parties shall have full liberty 
to enter, travel, or reside in any part of the 
territories of the other Contracting Party, and 
shall enjoy full and perfect protection ae their 
persons and property. 

They shall have free and easy access to the 
Courts of Justice in pursuit and defence of their 
rights; they shall be at liberty equally with 
native subjects to choose and employ lawyerr, 
advocates and representatives to pursue and de- 
fend their rights before such and in 
all other matters connected with administration 
of justice they shall enjoy all the rights and 
privileges enjoyed by native subjects. 

In whatever relates to rights of residence, to 
the possession Of real-estate, goods and effects 
of any kind, to the succession to reater personal 
estate, by will or otherwise, and the disposal of 
property of any sort and in any manner what- 
soever, the subjects or citizens of each Contract- 
ing Party shall enjoy in the territories of the 
other the same privileges, liberties, and rights, 
and shall be subject to no higher imposts or 

_ charges in these respects than native a or 
citizens. 


=" 


~~ > 
(2) 
The subjects or citizens of each of the Con- 
tracting Parties shall enjoy in the dominions 
of the other entire liberty of conscience, and, 
subject to the laws and regulations, shall enjoy . 
the right of private or public exercise of their : . 
_ worship, and also the right of burying their : 
respective countrymen according to their relig- —— 
ious customs, in such suitable and convenient Ado 
places as may be established and maintained for be 
that purpose. 0 pe 
They shall not be compelled, under any 
pretext whatsoever, to pay any charges or taxes po 
other or higher than those that are, or may be "it 
paid by native subjects. ade 
The subjects or citizens of either of the Con- ee 
tracting Parties residing in the territories of | : Ls 
the other shali be exempted from all com- yn 
Yb pulsory military service whatsoever, whether in via 
EC age the army, navy, national guard, or militia ; lash, 
from all contributions imposed in lieu of per- 
sonal service; and from all forced loans or ; 
military exactions or contributions. te - 4 
~bh badieitdeseseiteds’ . we 
Arricie IT. oo 


There shall be entire freedom of commerce 
and navigation between the dominions of the 
two High Contracting Parties. | 
The subjects or citizens of each of the Con- 
tracting Parties may trade in any part of the 
dominions of the other by wholesale or retail in 
all kinds of produce, manufactures, and 
merchandize of lawful commerce, either in 
person or by agents, singly orin partnerships . 4.04 %o Acu avd 
with foreigners or native subjects,‘conforming ~ 
themselves to the laws, police and customs’ , ie 
regulations of the country like native subjects “ful Purprorce 
or citizens. 
They shall have liberty freely to come with 
their ships and cargoes to all places, perts, and 
rivers in the territories of the other, which are 
or may be opend to foreign commerce, and 
shall enjoy, respectively, the same treatment in 
matters of industry, manufacture, commerce, 
and navigation as native subjects or citizens, 
without having to pay taxes, imposts, or duties, 
of whatever nature or under whatever denomina- 
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(3) 


tion levied in the name or for the profit of the 
Government, public functionaries, private 


individuals, corporations, or establishments of ee eee ( th 
any kind, other or greater than those paid by ofp. /etine crite “© 
native subjects or citizens. i xe Priticdng (adtcda ‘ . = fo+<44g (Mays 
7 ; Attic t Atm afe term k lasire oe ne ee 
Articie III. - neces ence somes ge 
* pet abieuonen oor «ff ne ‘ 4 ? ; 
The subjects or citizens of each of the Con-* “ecé #f ke Lee wmuitices “et 


tracting Parties shall enjoy in the dominions “““@«<< @ «(4 (reg 

of the other the same protection as native. sera neo d Pon dinios ie 

subjects in regard to patents, trade marks, and < hfe! Tee ata Se 

designs, upon fulfilment of the formalities pre- : AOS eee eS e. 

scribed by law. apne ae eareurbant & 
Such protection shall mutually be granted “fh ™ OO" iat Za 

by each of the Contracting Parties to the sub “Cu, 7. 007“ a 

jects or citizens of the other, as far and as long beng, 

: as they are protected i in their own country, provided Lt sh arte are. tz 
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Articie LV. prusendbed ty Br law 
No other or higher duties shall be imposed “% crunchy affrrdu 4 Suck! 
on the importation into the dominions of His proticle Jae J 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan of any article, “ 
the produce or manufacture of the dominions 
Of........., from. whatever place arriving; and 
no other or higher duties shall be imposed on 
the importation into the dominions of........ 
of any article, the produce or manufacture of 
the dominions of His Majesty the Emperor of — 
Japan, from whatever place arriving, than on 
the like article produced or manufactured in 
any other foreign country ; nor shall any pro- 
hibition be maintained or imposed on the im- 
portation of any article, the produce or manu- 
facture of the dominions of either of the Con- 
tracting Parties, intc the dominions of the 
other, from whatever place arriving, which 
shall not equally extend to the importation of 
the like article being the produce or manu- 
facture of any other country. The last pro- 
vision is not applicable to the sanitary and 
other prohibitions occasioned by the necessity 
of protecting the safety of persons, or of cattle, 
or of plants useful to agriculture. 


Articite V. 


Arrictz VI. 


No other or higher duties or charges shall be 
imposed in the territories of either of the Con- 
tracting Parties on the exportation of ‘any 
article to the territories of the other, than such 
as are, or may be payable on the exportation 
of the like articles to any other foreign country ; 
nor shall any prohibition be imposed on the 
exportation of any. article from the territories 
of either of the two Contracting Parties to the 
territories of the other, which shall not equally 
extend to the exportation of the like articles to 
any other country. 7 


o:) 
Articie VII. 


The subjects or citizens ofeach of the Con- 
-tracting Parties shall enjoy in the dominions of 
the other in respect to exemption from transit 
duties, and in all that relates to- warehousing, 
bounties, facilities, and drawbacks, all the ad- 
vantages which have been, or may be hereafter 
granted to the most favoured nation. 


(6). 


Arricie TX. 


The same duties shall be paid on the im- 
portation into the dominions of either of 
the High Contracting Parties of any article 
which is, or may be legally importable therein 
by native or foreign subjects or citizens, whether 
such importation shall be in Japanese or......... 
vessels. The same duties shall be paid on the 
exportation from the dominions of either of the 
High Contracting Parties of any article whch is 
or may be legally exportable therefrom by na- 
tive or foreign subjects or citizens, whether such 
exportation shall be in Japanese or......... vessels. 


Arricizr X. 


The coasting trade of both the Contracting 
Parties is excepted from the provisions of the 
present Treaty ; and shall be regulated accord- 
ing to the laws of.........and of Japan, respec- 
tively. It is, however, understood that......... 
subjects or citizens in Japan, and Japanese 
subjects in .........,8hall enjoy in this respect 
the rights which are, or may be granted, under 
such laws, to the subjects or citizens of any 
other country. | : 

A Japanese vessel, laden in a foreign country 
with cargo destined for two or more ports in 
-sseseeeey ONG @......,.. Vessel, laden in.a foreign 
country with cargo destined for two or mare 
ports in Japan, may discharge a portion of her 
cargo at one port, and continue her voyage to 
the other port or ports of destination where 
foreign trade is permitted, for the purpose of 
landing the remainder of her original cargo 
thers, subject always to the laws and custom 
house regulations of the two countries. 
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Arricie XIL. 


Any ship of war or merchant vessel of either 
of the Contracting Parties which may be com- 
pelled by stress of weather, or by reason of any 
other distress, to take shelter in a port of the 
other shall be at liberty to refit therein, to pro 
cure all necessary supplies, and to put to sea 
again, without paying any dnes other than such — 
us would be. payable by national vessels. In 
case, however, the master of a merchant vessel 
should be under the necessity of disposing of a 
part of his cargo in order to defray the ex- 
penses, he shall be bound towconform to the 
regulations and.tariffs of the place to which he 
may have come. 

If any ship of war or merchant vessel of one 
of the Contracting Parties should run aground 
or be wrecked npon the coasts of the other, the 
local authorities shall inform the Consul- 
General, Consul, Vice-Consul, or Consular 
Agent of the district of the occurrence, or, if 
there be no such Consular Officers, they shall 
inform the Consul-General, Consul, Vice- 
Consul,- 6r Consular Agent of the nearest dis- 
tridt. i 

All proceedings relative to the salvage of ...... 
... vessels, wrecked or cast on shore in the terri- 
torial waters of the Japanese Empire, shall take 
place in accordance with the laws of Japan; 
and, reciprecally all measures of salvage relative 
to Japanese vessels, wrecked or cast on shore in 
the territorial waters of ........., shall take place 
in accordance with the laws of ......... 

Such stranded or wrecked ship or vessel 
and all parts thereof, and all furnitures and — 
appurtenances belonging thereunto, and all 
goods and merchandize saved therefrom, in- 
cluding those which may have been cast into 
the sea, or the proceeds thereof if sold, as well 
as all papers found on board such stranded. 
or wrecked ship or vessel, shall be given up 


(9) 


to the owners or their agents, when claimed by 
them. If such owners or agents are not on 
the spot, the same shall be delivered to the re- 
spective Consule-General, Consuls, Vice-Con- 
suls, or Consular Agents, upon being claimed 
by them within the period fixed by the laws of 
the country, and such Consular Officers, own- 
ers, or agents shall pay only the expenses in- 
curred in the preservation of the property, 
together with the salvage or other expenses, 
which whould have been payable in the case of 
a wreck of a national vessel. 

' The goods and merchandize saved from the 


wreck:shall be exempt from all the duties of | 


the Customs, unless cleared for consumption, 
in which case they shall pay the ordinary 
duties. 

When a vessel belonging to the subjects of 
one of the Contracting Parties is stranded or 
wrecked in the territories of the other, the re- 


spective Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice-Con- 


suls, and Consular Agents shall be authorized, 
in case the owner or master, or other agent of 
the owner, is not present, to lend their official 
assistance in order to afford the necessary as 
sistance to the subjects of the respective State’ 
The same rule shall apply in case the owner 
master, or other agent-is present, but requires 
ee 
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_ « Tf any seaman should desert from any man- 

of-war or merchant ship belonging to either of 
the Contracting Parties within the territory of 
the other, the local authorities shall be bound 
to give every assistance in their power for the 
apprehension and handing over of such deserter, 
on application to that effect being made to 
them by the Consul of the country to which 
the ship of the deserter may belong, or by the 
deputy or representative of the Consul. 

It is understood that this stipulation shall 
not apply to the subjects or citizens of the 
country where the desertion takes place. 
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Aeticuzs XV/ 


 Arricus XVII. 
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Articte XVIIL. 

Each of the Contracting Parties may ap- 
point Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, 
Proconsuls, and Consular Agents in all the ports, 
cities, and places of the other, except in those 
where it may not be convenient to recognize 
such officers. 

This exception, however, shall not be made 
in regard to one of the Contracting Parties, 
without being made likewise in regard to every 
other Power. 


» eS Nae 
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The Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, 
Proconsuls, and Consular Agents shall exercise 
whatever functions, and enjoy whatever privi- 
leges, exemptions, and immunities are, or may 
hereafter be granted there to Consular Officers 
of the most favoured nation. 


Articte XIX. 


The Contracting Parties agree that in all 
matters relating to commerce and navigation, 


to- travel—throngh;-er-te-residence—in theirres~ 
pective-dominions; any privilege, favour, or im- 


munity whateve hich either Contractin 
re a ie y r, which either ntracting 


Party has actually granted, or may hereafter 
Jal tex Frade ant haw - grant*to the Government, subjects, or citizens ubrrredialt Ly ase 
a ye" at tach aumtrs of any other State shall be extended, to the ncaa At, 


he pla cea a oe Government, subjects, or citizens of the other 
Lf - _ Contracting Party, gratuitously,_ifthe-conces- 
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Artictese XXIL 
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Alblandewh! hay ° > hithertu-giver by 
the.Fr~ tao ernment fee ud cent for public 
pur) sin the. fore: gn sottlementa shall, subject 
te-theriht-of eminen tdomeain,be permanently 
reserved;—free of all taxes and charges, for the 
public purposes for which they were originally 
set apart. 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 
he present Treaty shalt+-eome-it 


a tigh—Contracting—Party ghall have 
the right ins any time after 11 years hall have 


elapsed from the date” 
ratifications, to give notice to 2 other of its 
intention to terminate this Tregty, and at the 
expiration of 12 months aftgr such notice is 
given, this Treaty holly cease and 
determine. 

In witness whereof, 
tentiaries have signed and seal 


sctive Plenipo- 


ze Le .e. © 


Done at the Vity of Tokio this ......\. day 
of the ........./month of the ......... year of 
Meiji, corresponding to the ......... day\ of 
ascseeeey in the year ......... of the Christian 
Era. 
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Confidential. 


Minutes 


Of the more important principles and stipulations which 
the Imperial Japanese Government. deem it essential to 
incorporate in the Treaties which are to regulate their 
future international relations, independently of any 
question whether the desired result is accomplished by 
means of new Trearies or the midification of t!ose which 


have already been signed. 


1. The new Treaties proper to be reciprocal in all 
their provisions; consequently all vnilateral clauses and 
engagements hitherto admitte, to be suppressed. 

2. Consuler jurisdiction to cease from the date 
the Treaties take effect and at the same time the Empire 
to be thrown open to trade, travel and residence. 

3. The owership of real estate to be left to 
domestic lerislation. 

4.. Poreian settlements to be incorporated into the 
municipal system of Japan and the existing leasehold 
titles to be expressly confirmed. 

5. The Treaties to-be eventual and to take effect 
after the lapse of some years. 


6. By means of a separate Protocol: tho Tariff to 


be Conventional in respectonly of the moreimportant 


articles of import. The remaining articles to he subject 


to 


Encl. 2 with No. 62, page 2. 


to the General Statutory Tariff. The most. favored nation 
treatment to be guaranteed in matters relatine to 
commerce. The new Tariff system to take effect exc pt- 
ionally ane menth after the exchange of ratifications. 

7. Equal perticipation to be euaranteed if desired, 
by Diplomatic Note, in all privleces and immunities 
relating to the administration of justice, which have 


been or may hereaft er be accorded to any third powers 


in consideration or anticipation of the abolition of 


Consular jurisdiction. 
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Copy. 
Ho. 33. 


Legation of the United States, 


Tokyo, march 2, 1894. 


His Excellency 
Mutsu Munemitsu, 
lis Imperial Japanese \ajesty's ‘tinister for Foreirn 
Affairs. 
Sir: 
I have the hono to inform Your Fxcellency that 
I have received from my Government telegraphic instruct- 
ions to convey to Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress 
the congratulations of the President upon the occasion 
of the tventy-fifth anniversary of the marriage of Their 
Majesties. 

I beg that. your Excellency vill be good cnough to 
inform ne when and in what manner Their Majesties will be 
pleased to receive the President's congratulatory messaze 

I] avail myself of this opportunity to rene to Your 
Excellency the assvrances of my highest consideration. 


( Siened) Edwin Dun. 
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THE ELECTION. 


Tutt various newspapers of the capital 
| differ consldecatag’t in their analyses of 
the results of the general ‘elections, each, 
as a rule, adding more or less to the 
parties that it favours and subtracting 
from those that it opposes. As the matter 
is of the keenest interest at this critical 
stage of Japan’s political history, we ap- 
pend the estimates, given by the leading 
| journals :— 

Mainichi Shimbun re organ). 
ND inn vedititntsVabcasese } 


seseeess LEQ 
ye Independents .., CP ORF eee eee eee 88 40. 
” Raithin-te eee eee Oee Cee eee ces eee 64 
Domei Clab CPO CET DOR OOS eee eee Bee ee 16 
Doshi Club.. COCe SOE FOS OHS eee Dee OOS oe 22 
~-National Unionisis........... svesiedy = §t 
Semi ChOsA-J0 00. ....0sserseseee : 
Oriental Radicals ..,........00056: 
Kokumin Shimbun (Pro. Kaishin-to) 
Radicals . PO CRETE SER COE Ee See eee etee 103 
Independents (including Shibe 
Club) PORCH HRT SEO REE Cee eee See eee eee 55 
Kaishin-io SOP Fe Oe ee eee Oe Cee bee SEF 57 
Domet Club SPSS OO TOF POR eee eee nee 19 
Doshi Club.,, SC COR See eee eee eee oe 24 


National Unionists ieee Ot 
Seima Chosa-jo ......... avoiebceans 3 


Yomiuri Shimbun (Katshin-to). 


Radicals 00 608 OOF OOF FOF OEE ee eee eee oes 13t 
Independemts .....cceccescecceesseees 24 
BEN PLES EOE 
Domei Club.,........005. 1% 38 

| Doshi Clab.... cashaelidbesk LRN 
j National Usioniste...... Sees cee ceese ‘31 
oor Oriental Radicals . Shere eee eee eeee : 


* Stim ChosaJo oo..escvecev sees 
Hochi Shimbun (Kaishinte o orgen ) 


Ragen, savonadigpenents 7 
denis . Gas eed eee ees eee verses ese rs 

Katt $0 seceveeve sees 61 
Domei Club 17 
Foie Slab. at 
National Uni 34 
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Niroku Shimpo (independent). 
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jand the 47. 


| following results :-— 


Dp E GN hadi sib coe ike vow cae cee cvs I4 
Doshi CCH cal ict ta cae ae se eee eee @ ee eee 24 
National Unioniats (including 2 
Conservatives) sttesvereessessene 35 
Seimu Chosa-Jo .... - 
Oriental Radicals 2.0.06... .00..000: 

Chuo Skimbun ene Unionist Dean): 
Radicals ...... Epanksoosensses 286 
Independents .. bisbees Picoeisiiw’ 6h 
Katshin-to PPO CHE ROD Fe coe ee e88 60 
Domei Club ....sc00.. S Nibebayit 16 
NE di nties cel cuties concensee’ DO 
National Unioniss... ie jibe we tet 
Seimu Chosa-jo .. dinmenin. = % 
Oriental Radicals . sivsshiaibeiaawk: ; 40 

Fifi ft (Independent ) 
Radicals .. weliibbvakinviscees SUC 
Independents ,., bbvace deeds ctdsbeonstces | 47 : 
' Kaishin-to CHS COR OPO Fee Pe Fee eee oot eee 55 
P POE LAUD bai isi ctbiiad er sesseevev'ces 
NE SATU wis pst vennedjscapessesvanss ~ 90 | 
National oe spores videuees 31 | 
Seimu Chosa-jo ........0000- 5 


Asahi Shimbun (Independent, but strongly 


in favour of Strict eeee ot Enforcement.) | 
Radicals . 117 | 


Independents .. Shi thdbdeisderansscse we 45 
SIE div cctavectineeocdicstscecs § $F 
DT vik ies dodedh dckccovssses 38 
NE BO ikctd ivi dewscnnssverderers 2% 
National Unionists.................. 34 | 
Seimu Chosa-jo COP eee ete eee eeeeee eve 5 


Some of these figures differ sufficiently | 
to perplex any calculator. We are dis- 
posed, for our own part, to attach most 
ctedit to the returns of the Nichi Nichi 
But without accepting any 
oné verdict as final, we proteed to strike 
an average over the whole ten, with the 


Radicals . eeeee eee eee cee Cee eee pee eee Cee Irs 
| Independents ividickdsteeecs vices. OO 
Kaishin-to SOS SLE OES SHR OER Ee SEE TET OSs 57 


PPO IGG ciicidins ive ans cdedsevesves | 2F 
EE Ce inchs cha tnsten cunserves ons 20 
National Unionists,............00.5. 32 
Setmet CHOGGJO vicccccrcceccsecccere 4 
Oriental Radicals .......:sccesse00e = 3 

URE Sieacn cents cah eve one 900 


- This gives a strength of “6 to the 
united Radicals and Independents. But | 
it does not follow that all the Indepen- 
dents will vote with the Radicals, or that 
either will extend any regular support to 
the Government. According to present 
indications there is reason to fear that the 
opposing factions in the next Diet will 
be pretty evenly balanced. At the head 
of each side will stand the Radicals 


}and the Progressionists, now committed 


un (Pro-Government). 


to implacable hostility, though in the first 
four sessions they worked together for the 
Government's overthrow. The Radicals 
are by no means in full sympathy with 
the Cabinet, but it may safely be said that 
they have abandoned, temporarily at all 
events, their sometime attitude of destruc- 


tive opposition to everything official, and 


| that they will judge each measure on its 


they have abandoned, temporarily at all 
events, their sometime attitude of destruc- 
tive opposition to everything official, and 
that they will judge each measure on its 


merits not simply according to its prove- 
nance. It may also be said with no less 


factions with little that is common in their 
platforms and less that is congruous in 
their principles. Dévide et impera. The 


certainty that they are strongly inimical to 
the Kaishin-to. We have been foretelling 
the final disruption of these two parties 
for years, but of course we claim no credit 
for a prediction that merely reflected the 
opinion of intelligent Japanese. From 
the time when the Fiyu-to and the Kar- 
shin-to came into existence, a decade 
before the opening-of the Diet, their mutual 
attitudes were strongly antipathetic, and 
the passage of time served only to develop 


their innate elements of antagonism. A 


common desire to oust the so-called “ Clan 
Statesmen” brought these incongruous 
parties into half-hearted alliance at the 
beginning of the Parliamentary campaign. 
But though they might combine for de- 
structive purposes, their union could never 
survive the strain of constructive states- 
manship. In other words, they were in- 
capable of coalescing for administrative 
ends. Nevertheless, whichever of the two 
sought to be seriously regarded by the 
‘country as a party offering potential suc- 
cessors to the “Clan Statesmen,” must 
re-model its programme on constructive 
lines, for the nation could not be expected 
to endure patiently the perpetual substitu- 
tion of political polemics for administra- 
tive and material progress, or to repose 
any confidence in agitators who perverted 
the Legislature into an arena for such 
polemics. It was, therefore, a true instinct 
that induced the leaders of the Fiyu-to to 
replace construction for destruction in their 
platform, and it was an equally true instinct 
that prompted them at the same time to 
break away finally from the Kaishin-to. 
They are not supporters of the Govern- 
ment, but they are opponents of the Xazs- 
shin-to, and they have been clever enough 
to abandon to the latter the réle of de- 
structive opposition. Hence the one thing 


: 


the coming session is that the $iyu-¢o and 
the Kaishin-to will stand opposed to each 
other, and that whereas the former com- 
mands -a solid phalanx of 115 to 120 
members, the latter’s 50 or 60 can exercise 
effective strength only by attaching to 


‘that may be foretold with certainty about | 


itself and holding a congeries of petty 


Government should be able to stand its 
ground under the circumstances. 


ail = er ili, | 


Chitun BmAaiiA VHutry 2 EF 


yy 


% 


ee a Ele yi 


afirn Ahe eecadon 


’ “ ag Se. soot Os ha os ro ie i epee. ie, y . 
— She ae ee tie Sah eo ae Pith. oS ak it Ba ie 
< % r Lay ees? be. ie oe et a od eh dae ce ine rh oy age Th ” errs 
i \ wae Wee Be ad a ee: ae Oe rk eae, 
a pee Pe yt Pee ss 4 .’ yh ie : EN. rath To y a $a 
, 4 a3 a 7 oY £ * D 
re Ae | ‘¥ 


> 


Enclosure with Mr. Dun's No.6. 


I have received the commands of the President to 
express to Your Majesty his cordial congratulations upon 
the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
marriage of Your Imperial Majesties. 

This occasion, welcomed with such manifestations of 
joy by the People of this Bmpi~e, is alao welcomed by the 
President and the poople of the United States with 
sincere feelings of friendship and good wishes for the 


continued happiness of Your Majesties and for the pros- 


perity of Your Majesty's People. 


Anitemnenito-attindaut sofirn Ake 


Ve. 6 z = 
_ = Prarek (a, / EF Ye 
ee cs sams 


21 2b ntahn, 
ees Se 


Enelbeue rk ur- Cerne Ne 677 


The Jagan Daily Mail. 


Yoxouama, Monpay, Marcu 12, 1894. 


THE SILVER WEDDING RECE?P- 
TIONS AT THE PALACE. 


THE auspicious day on which the 
EMPEROR and EMPRESS celebrated, amidst 
universal rejoicings on the part of all their 
subjects throughout the whole capital, the 
anniversary of their Silver Wedding, was 
from an early hour in the morning till late 
at night, one of well nigh continuous 
ceremonial for THEIR MAJESTIES. At nine 
in the morning, a religious service was 
performed in the Chapel of the Palace, at 
which THEIR MAJESTIES, in the presence 
of all the members of the Imperial Family 
and High -Dignitaries of the Empire, in 
turn offered prayers and burned incense 
at the cenotaphs of their ancestors. At 
eleven, the formal receptions began. All 
the Princes, Nobles, Privy Councillors, 
Ministers, and Vice-Ministers of State, 


officers of the highest ranks in both the 


army and navy, accompanied in every 
instance by their wives, presented their 
personal congratulations. From shortly 
after this hour, the Foreign Ministers, ac- 
companied in each case by their entire 
staffs, all in full aniform with decora- 
tions, and by the ladies of their several 
Legations, commenced to arrive at the 
Palace and assembled in the Nishi Damari 
chamber. The Ministers of countries of 
which the Sovereigns or Presidents had. 


specially instructed their Representatives 
to convey congratulations to THEIR Ma- 
JESTIES, were first received in separate 
audience, after which the entire personnel | 
and ladies of each Legation were separ- 
ately received by THEIR MAJESTIESin order 
of seniority of the chiefs of each, commenc- 
with that of France, the French Minister 
being the Doyen of the Corps Diploma- 
tique. It was nearly one o'clock before 
the last of these receptions terminated. 
Very shortly afterwards, THEIR MAJESTIES 
left for the Review, and it was almost five 
o’clock before they arrived at the Palace 
on their return. At half-past six, a grand 
banquet, over which THEIR MAJESTIES 
graciously presided in person, was served 
in the Bangueting Hall, and what may be 
called “ overflow parties ” were also simul- 
taneously entertained in other chambers 
in the Palace, a prince of the Imperial 
Family presiding in each separate instance. 


j ceiling is divided into numerous panels by || 


deep brown lacquer ribs, each panel con- 
taining a beautifully executed painting in 


| goldand colours. The wall, which is only on 
j one side, is hung with the richest and most 


costly silk, while the remaining three sides 
consist of heavy plate glass shoji in lacquer 
frames. The dining table was set in the 
form of a square and the decorative plate 
was entirely of silver, conspicuous among 
it being several large and massive centre- 
pieces ; that immediately in front of the 
places occupied by THEIR MAJESTIES being 
especially striking, on which storks and 
tortoises figured prominently. On _ the 
termination of the banquet THEIR MAJEsS- 
TIES received all their guests in another 
chamber, and conversed in turn with those 
of highest rank, including all the Foreign 
Representatives and their wives. 

In the meantime, the other guests in- 
vited to the evening reception, though not 
to the banquet, had commenced to arrive, 
aud continued to do so in constant succes- 
sion till half-past nine o’clock. Included 
among them were all field-officers of the 
army stationed in Tokyo and officers of 
corresponding rank in the navy. Go- 
vernors of Prefectures, Presidents of the 
Courts of Justice, high officials in Tokyo 
not of ministerial rank, holders of decora- 
tions of the third and higher classes, the 
entire staffs and all the ladies of the 
several Foreign Legations, the command- 
ing officers of all the foreign vessels of 
war now in Yokohama, and foreign 
employés of the Japanese Government 
who either hoid their appointments direct 
from His MAjesTy or have received de- 
corations of the third or higher classes. 
The staffs of the Legations, the foreign 
naval officers, and the higher Japanese 
officials assembled in the Nishi Da- 
}mari Chamber, the others in the adjoining 
apartments. After the lapse of about an 
hour, all were in turn summoned to the 
Throne Room, which is of somewhat less 
extensive dimensions than the Banquet- 
ing Hall, but surpasses it in the almost 
indescribable beauty of its decorations. 
Its usual arrangements had been slightly 
altered for this occasion. The Throrie had 
been removed and a temporary dais erect- 
ed, on which chairs were placed for THEIR 
MAJjesTigs. Directly opposite to THEIR | 
MAJRSTIES’ seats, a stage, covered with 
dark green cloth, had been raiséd very 
slightly above the floor, but to a lower 
elevation than that of the Dais on which 


The only foreigners assisting at the ban- 


quet were the Foreign Ministers, their’ 


wives, the Russian Admiral, and the wife 
of the American Admiral. The Banquet- 
ing Hall is the largest room in the ies. 
and is of the most noble and impos- 


ing proportions, being over five hun-| 


dred square yards in area, and of corre- 
sponding height. The decorations of the 


room are fully worthy of its size. The 


THEIR MAJESTIES were to take their 


places. On both sides of the room, at 
right angles to dais and stage, were three 
rows of chairs, and on each side of and 
behind the dais were two rows. Those on 
the right hand side of the room were 
allotted to the Japanese Dignitaries and 
their wives, those in the front row to 
THEIR MAJESTIES right hand being oc- 
cupied- by Countesses ITO, KURODA, 
SAIGO, and OYAMA, and Viscountess H1JI- 
KATA, in the order named. Facing these 
ladies, ‘in the corresponding position 
on the left hand side of the room and 
to the left hand of THEIR MAJ&STIES, were 
the wives of the Foreign Ministers, Mme. 
| SIENKIEWICZ, Mme. DE MARTINO, Mrs. 
FRASER, and Baronness D’ANETHAN ; im- 
mediately behind whom again were seat- 
ed the other ladies from the several Lega- 
tions. All other ladies present were 
provided with seats, but, of the Japanese 
present, only the very highest Dignataries 
-and, of the foreigners, only the Chefs de 
Mission were similarly accommodated, the 
capacity of the Throne Room being taxed 
to the ‘utmost to afford even comfortable 
standing space for the remainder. All the 
guests having assembled, THEIR MAJEs- 
TIES soon entered the room, the EMPRESS 
leaning on His MAJESTY’S arm, im- 
mediately followed by the Princes and 
Princesses of the Imperial family, and by 
a long train of Court officials and ladies, 
the entire assemblage of course rising and 
| bowing. yey graciously returned the 
salutations, the Imperial couple took their 

places on the dais. The several Princes 
now seated themselves on the immediate 
right hand in a line with the dais, and the 
Princesses in the same way on the left, the 
court ladies and officials behind. . A 
formance of ancient Japanese music and 
dancing was then given, consisting of four 
pieces :— ; 

1.—Bansairaku.—Music describing the 
happy flight in the golden age of a Bird of 
Paradise ; composed 1,300 years ago by 
the Emperor YOMEI. 3 | 

2.—LEnguiraku.—Music composed 987 
years ago by General Fujiwara TADa- 
FUSA, with accompanying contemporane- 
ous dance, arranged by Prince OTSUMI. 

3.—TZaiheiraku.—Music, reset about 
1037 years ago, from Chinese originals, 
representing the tranquillization of the 
Empire and the reformation of all abuses. 

4.—Bairo.— Music introduced from In- 
dia to Japan during the reign of the Em- 
peror SHIOMU, 1160 years ago, with dance 
representing the idea, of submission of 
enemies. 

All the performers were men ; the music 
was of the usual indescribably weird type, 
but the dances though grave and solemn, 
were picturesque and artistic in the highest 
degree, the last accompanied, as it was, 
by graceful sword avenpss and lance 


movements, being especially striking. The 


performance lasted about am hour and a 
half, and on its conclusion the EMPEROR 
and EMPRESS at once rose and retired 
amidst the same reverential salutations 


' 


per- 


usual stature, 


as those with which they had been 

eeted on entering. His MAJESTY, be- 
fore leaving, conveyed to the Doyen of the 
Corps Diplomalique, through Mr. SAN- 
NOMIVA, the expression of his desire that 
though fatigue, after the long day, compel- 
led himself and the EMPRESS to withdraw, 
his guests should remain. Supper was 
subsequently served in the Grand Ban- 
queting Hall, the Court Band playing 
at the same time, and it was not until 
long after twelve o’clock that the guests 
commenced to take their sts ag hips Each 


' guest who had dined in the palace, re- 


ceived, we should add, asa memento of 
the occasion, a silver statuette of a stork 
and tortoise, and the remainder silver 
bonbonnierés, with a stork and tortoise 
engraved on the lid. | 

The scene in the Throne Room, during 
the performance, was of a degree of bril- 
liance that will not speedily fade from the 


memories of those who were privileged 
to witness it. 


The room, though lighted 
entirely with candles, was most vividly 
illuminated, the light being no doubt 
greatly intensified by the plate glass 
shojt by which the room is enclosed on 
three sides. Above the shojt, and on the 
whole of the fourth side, the lofty walls 
were hung with handsome bright crimson 
and gold curtains in festoons, the whole 
crowned by the richly decorated ceiling 
in amber and gold and other soft and 
harmonious colours. On the dais, sat 
THEIR IMPERIAL MAJESTIES in whose 
honour all had assembled, His MAJESTY in 
a general’s uniform, and the EMPRESS in 
an exquisitely made robe of white satin, 
sparkling with diamonds, and wearing a 
large diamond coronet. On either side 


were THEIR MAJESTIES’ near relatives, and 


opposite the dancers, all men of un- 
dressed in rich ancient 
costumes and helmets, going through their 


silent performance with the most im- 


pressive solemnity, on the two sides 


‘of the room were gathered all that 


were fairest, noblest, and highest in the 


land, 


The diplomatic officials of the 
United States wear, as is well known, no 
distinctive uniform. They and some of 
of the foreign employés of the Govern- 
ment were in ordinary evening dress, but 
with these exceptions every one present 
was in full Court uniform, and the toilettes 
of the ladies were, in every instance, well 
worthy of the unique beauty of the gene- 
tal scene. 
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Translation. 
No. 9. Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, the 21st aay, the 3rd month, 


the 27th year of Meiji. 


His Excellency 

Edwin Dun, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note No. 36 dated the &th instant, request- 
ing me to furnish you vith copies of changes, if any, in 
the laws and regulations of Japan, for the admeasurement 
of vessels, since October 17, 1889, as called for in an 
instruction from the Acting Senraleery of State, copy of 
which you have been good enough to enclose. 

> Having at once referred the matter to the author- 


ities concerned, I am now in receipt of a reply that no 


change has been made in the said laws and regulations 


since the date above referred to. 


I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 
Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 
(Signed ) — Mutu Munemitsu, 


Minister for Foreign Affaivs. 
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THE KOREAN ASSASSINATION 


AFFAIR, 
——_---—-- > --- - -- 


As fuller light is thrown on the parti- 
culars of the assassination of Kim OK- 
|KYUN in Shanghai and the attempted 
assassination of Boku YEIKO, public in- 
terest in the events increases rather than 
diminishes. The directing hand in both 
cases was that of Li IssHoku. L1 has 
been living in Japan for some time, spend- 
ing money freely. It is alleged that his 
expenditures aggregate sixty thousand 
dollars, but nothing is known as to the 
source ofhisincome. Acting under his im- 
-mediate orders were KQ SHO-U, KEN Tojvu, 
and KEN ZAIJuU, the two last being closely 
related—brothers, we believe. The four 
-|accompanied Kim OK-KYUN to Kobe, - Li 
and the two KENS taking leave of him 


Shanghai. KO was instructed by LI to 
kill Kim as soon as possible after his 
arrival at the Japanese Hotel in Shang- 
hai. The hotel is a three-storied build- 
ing, and Ko’s directions were to make 
use of a pistol if Kim’s room should be in 
the third storey, since that weapon is 
trustworthy when employed at close guar- 
ters, and since the report would be scarcely 
audible from the street. But if Kim lodged 
in the second storey, a dagger was to be 
jused. It is known that the assassination 
was achieved with a pistol, but no news 
has yet been telegraphed as to the part of 
the hotel where it took place. Ko fled 
immediately, but was arrested the follow- 
ing day. As for Li and the two KENs, 
they hastened back to Tokyo after taking 
leave of Kim in Kobe, their intention being 
to assassinate BOKU YEIKO, the two mur- 
ders being timed so that news of the one 
}should not warn the intended victim of 
the. other. BOKU, however, was absent 
from Tokyo when the trio reached that 
| city : he had gone to Yamanashi Prefecture 
lon business connected with the Korean 
School in Ichibancho (Tokyo) of which he 
is a principal supporter. Li telegraphed 
to effect his return, and the message 
brought him back at once. The programme 
was that Boku should be induced to 
visit Li’s lodging, engaged in a quarrel, 
and killed. But Boku, discovering his 


danger, excused himself from visiting Li, 


there, while Ko went on with-him to) 


and the latter accordingly set out for the 
School, accompanied by the two KENS. 
Boku had prepared for theircoming. With 
the aid of five of the students, he seized 
Li, tied him up, and subjected him to very 
cruel treatment, sending at the _same 


| time to his lodging and seizing his valises, 


from which a considerable sum of money 
and two documents, purporting to be 
Royal mandates, were taken. The two 
KENS effected their escape, and took 
refuge in the Korean Legation. Igno- 
rant at first of their complicity in the 
unsuccessful assassination, the police au- 
thorities applied for their attendance 
in the capacity of witnesses only. But 
the Korean Chargé d’ Affaires refused 
to give them up. By and by he was 
approached again, the demand for the 
rendition of the KENS being based, this 
time, on the fact that their connection 
with the intended crime had been esta- 
blished by the examination of Li. But 
Mr. Yu continued reluctant. It does 
not appear that he asserted any right 
to protect the men. Such a pretence 
would have been obviously untenable. He 
relied upon various trivial pretexts, asthat — 


the KENS had been under orders to return 


to Korea and had disobeyed the order ; 
that one of them being a personal friend 
of his own, he could not enforce any 
mandate against them; that he required 
time to obtain instructions from Séul, and 
so forth. The plea for time—a day, ora 
day and a half, was named—to obtain 
instructions being reasonable, a delay of 


three days was conceded by the Japanese 
Foreign Office, but no reply having been 


received from the Legation at the expira- 
tion of that interval, the police were in- 
structed to proceed to the Legation with 
a despatch declaring that unless the men 
were given up, steps must be taken to 
arrest them even within the Legation. 
The police presented themselves, at the 
Legation at 8 a.m. on the 3rd instant. 
Attempts were of course made to defer 
the final act in the drama. The Chargé 
d’ Affaires sought time for further reference. 
to Soul, and that being denied, he ordered | 
his carriage with the avowed intention of 
waiting upon the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. But the police officer 
explained that if the Chargé left the 
Legation under such circumstances, the 
police would have no choice but to enter 
and seize the fugitives. Finally the Chargé 
agreed to surrender them provided that the 
despatch announcing entry by the police in 
the event of persistent refusal were with- 


drawn, and to that the police officer made 
no difficulty in assenting. So the two 
men are now in custody. It is difficult to 
understand what object the Korean Chargé 
a’ Affaires contemplated in adopting such 
an attitude. There could never have been 
the smallest justification for offering the 
protection of the Legation to common 
malefactors of the KENS type, and we 
can only suppose that ignorance of inter- 
national usage was responsible for Mr. 
Yu’s procedure. Even if Korea desired 
to represent the attempted assassination 
as an‘act of State necessity, the circum- 
stances put it wholly out of her power 
to do so. But of course she will not dream 
of accepting any such responsibility. Her 
whole anxiety, on the contrary, will be to 
disavow all connection with the affair. 
Whether she will succeed in clearing 
herself remains to be seen. Li pleads the 
King of KoOREA’s mandate for everything 
that he did, and unquestionably two docu- 
ments fully answering the description of 
a mandate wére found among his effects. 
But it may turn out that their seals are 
not genuine, or, even if genuine, that 
they were wrongly applied. Events, now 
‘nine years old, are on record which indi- 
cate that the issue of such a mandate was 
once regarded by the Korean Court as a_ 
proper step, but the experience then gain- | 
ed should have averted any repetition of 
the proceeding. It would be obviously 
imprudent to express any definite opinion 
on this point at the present stage. But 
| we see no reason to anticipate any trouble- 
"some complications. 
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. THE ROREAN CHARGE DAFFAIRES. 


READERS will have gathered from our 
translations or resumés of leading articles 
that have appeared in Japanese journals 
with reference to the exit of tlie Korean 
Chargé d’Affaires per interim from 
Tokyo, that he is supposed by some 
persons to have been dissatisfied with the 
action of the Japanese Authorities in de- 
| manding the surrender of the two criminals 
from justice who fled to his Legation after 


have found sympathisers. But to pretext 
official uncertainty, -personal friendship 
with one of the fugitives, and so forth; to 
obstruct the course of justice for three days 
on the ground of such pretexts, and then 
finally to ask to be treated as though he 
had never raised any objections whatever, 
was a mere display of inconsequential 
vacillation. It is not impossible that a 
retrospect of these occurrences may have 
proved so disquieting to Mr. Yu as to impel 
him to shake the dust of the Legation off his 
feet, and retire incontinently into private 
life. We can not choose but pity him sin- 
cerely. Probably without much knowledge 
of international law and even less experi- | 
ence of its operation, he was required sud- 
denly to deal with a very difficult problem, 


the attempt upon the life of Boku Exo, 
and that, regarding the part taken by 
| himself j in the affair as a dereliction of duty, 
he has voluntarily gone to Korea for the 
purpose of consulting his Government’s 
pleasure. It is exceedingly difficult to 
conjecture the motives that may have 
swayed Mr. Yu, for we have no precedent | 
to guide us in interpreting his procedure. 
That he should feel uneasy about his own 


action, however, is very conceivable ; for, | 
having the choice of two paths either of | 
which led to a logical bourne, he chose 
neither, and thus drifted into a position 
indefensible from any point of view. Of 
the two courses open to him, one was to 
surrender the fugitives at once, or at any rate 
to deny them asylum in the Legation ; the 
other was to assert their right of sanctuary, 
and compel the Japanese Government, if 
it insisted on apprehending them, to do 
so in the teeth of his protests. The former 
course was the lawful and rational one; 
the latter must havé involved his own 
recall, but nevertheless would have been 
intelligible and might have been supported 
_by precedent. What he did, however, was 
to palter with the question as long as 
possible, not asserting any right, but mere- 
ly pleading perplexity, personal or diplo- 
matic, and then finally to yield, at the 
Same time asking the Japanese Govern- 
ment to withdraw the official communica- 
tion which was of all things essential to 


knowing, doubtless, that whichever way 
he solved it the censure either of his own 
Government or of foreign public opinion 
‘awaitedhim. Besides, he had before hiseyes 
a practical illustration of the curious sub- 
tletiesof international law. Kim Ox-Kyon, 
the plotter and instigator of wholesale 
assassination, had fled to Japan and found 


secure sanctuary there during nine years, | 
despite the utmost efforts of his own Go- 
vernment to obtain his extradition. The 
two KENS, supposed to have been im- 
plicated in an attempt to assassinate a 
comparatively insignificant Korean, had 
fled to their country’s Legation and failed 
to find sanctuary there for more than three 
days, though a Legation is theoretically 
the territory of the State whose flag flies 
over it. Poor Mr. Yu may well have been 
perplexed. There is no occasion to attach 
to his sudden and irregular exodus from 
Tokyo the sinister interpretation put upon 
it by some Japanese writers. 

As to the problem that Mr. Yu had to 
consider, it is true that there are two solu- 
tions, but only one of them can be recon- 
etted with the acknowledged principles of 
international law as practised by civilized 
nations. Cases are on record where the 
Representative of a foreign Power has 
attempted to a assert the right of offering 
asylum within the precincts of his resi- 
dence to persons not borne on his staff or 


his own defence, supposing that he desired 
to establish any relation of consistency be- 
| tween bis original attitude and his ultimate 
} surrender. If he had declared his belief 


included in his household. Such a case 
was that of the British Ambassador at 
Stockholm when a merchant, Mr. Guipe- 
KENS, accused of a crime, escaped to his 
embassy. The Ambassador claimed abso-. 


that the inviolability of a Legation has no 
limits, and had thrown the zgis of his’ 
protection over the fugitives until compel- 
jled to bow to force mafeure, he would 


lute right of asylum ; asserted that no force 
could be used against the house of a foreign 
Minister, and declared that the posting of 
/a guard round the embassy, and the 


Swedish Authorities’ demand to know 
within an hour what course he intended 
to take with regard to the fugitive, were 
violations of international law. Ultimately 
he surrendered the merchant, and the Go- 
vernment of Stockholm having demanded 
his recall, he was recalled. Nothing could 
be more explicit than WOOLSEY’S interpre- | 
tation of the lawin this matter. “ The | 
ambassador’s privileges,” he writes, ‘“do| 
not include the right of asylum for per- 
_sons outside of his household. If the 
fiction of extraterritoriality’ explained the 
privileges of ambassadors, the right of 
asylum would be fairly deducible from it, 
and a criminal taking refuge in such a 
sanctuary would be given up, if at all, by 
a process of extradition. But it so hap- 
pens that the house of an ambassador has 
ceased to be an asylum, since the notion 
of extraterritoriality has been most cur- 
rent. The right was attached in the 
Middle Ages to many religious places, and 
was conceded after this analogy, on ac- 
count of their sacredness, to the hotels 
of ambassadors in some countries. But thé 
usage, if we are not deceived, was never 
general throughout Europe, and even when 
it obtained, as in Rome and Madrid, was 
sometimes opposed and violated by the 
government. Similar to this right, if not 
‘an extention of it, was the freedom or 
privilege (jus guarteriorum) of the quarter 
of the city where the ambassador resided, 
and which was indicated by the arms of 
his sovereign. This right (or wrong, 
rather) prevailed in a number of places, 
as at Venice, Rome, Madrid, and during 
the meetings for the choice and coro- 
nation of an emperor, at Frankfort-on- 
the-Main. At Rome, in the 16th and 17th 
centuries, the harbouring of criminals, 
under plea of exercising this right, gave 
occasion to more than one dispute between 
the Papal and the French governments. 
‘Tt is now admitted that if a transgres- 
sor, not of the ambassador’s train, takes 
refuge in his premises, he can be de- 
manded by the local authorities, and, if 
not delivered up, can be searched for 
and seized within the hotel; for which 
purpose such force in breaking doors open 
and the like, may be used, as is necessary 
for his apprehension. For, as Bynker- 
shoek (“ De For. Leg.,” § 21) asks, ‘/egati, 
ut latrones recipiant, mittuntur ? vel, sine 
veceptione commode legationt vacare non 
possunt ?'” 
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HAWAII AND FAPAN. 


ON the rath instant the Oficial Gasette 
contained the following :— : 


ImpeRiaAL ORDINANCE. 
We hereby authorize and direct to be promul- 
| gated this Ordinance with regard to the privilege 
of Consular Jurisdiction provided for in Our 
Treaty with the Government of Hawaii. 
(Imperial Sign Manual.) 
(Great Seal.) 
(Signed) The Minister President of State. 
The Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs. 
The Minister of State for Justice. 


_ IMPBRIAL ORDINANCE NO, 4I. 


The provisions contained in the Treaty con- 
cluded with the Hawaiian Government on the 4th 
day of the 7th month of the 4th year of Meiji, re- 
lating to Consular Jurisdiction, shall cease to be 
operative from this time. Therefore, it shall be 
‘2 from this time for people of Hawaii, 
within the limits of Laws and Ordinances now in 
force, or that may hereafter be put in force, to 
travel and reside in any pact of Our Empire, to 


rent dwelling-houses or ware-houses in the places 


where they reside, and to engage in all lawful 
occupations. 


- Hawaii having’ surrendered the extra- 
territorial jurisdiction acquired by her 


that the provisions of the Treaty relating 
to Jurisdiction henceforth cease to be 
operative, and that Hawaiian citizens shall 
consequently receive in Japan the same 
treatment as Japanese subjects, the pri- 
vilege of owning real estate being, how- 


in this case is identical with that pur- 
sued in the case of Portugal, though the 
origin of the step differs in each instance. 
Portugal having failed to make due pro- 


she had acquired in Japan, forfeited the 
right to exercise it and Japan thereupon, 
having formally denounced the jurisdic- 
tional provisions of the Portuguese Treaty, 
resumed the jurisdiction herself. Similarly 
Hawaii, having voluntarily surrendered 
her acquired jurisdiction, Japan abrogates 
the treaty provisions by which it was ac- 
quired, and resumes its exercise herself, 
Hawaiian citizens at present in Japan 
| do not, we believe, number more than 
twenty-five, -so that the facilities of 
trade, travel, and residence now granted 
| to them will not count for much. But the 
| theoretical significance of the incident 
is not affected by the magnitude of its 


under her Treaty of 1871, the Japanese | 
Government, by this Ordinance, declares || 


ever, withheld. The procedure pursued |: 


omc to Sure with Py» Run's N3 aS. 


direct practical results. 


What has to be 


noted is that this Imperial Ordinance con- 
firms the principle already established 


by Japan’s Treaty with Mexico, namely, 


q 


that the only obstacle to the complete 
opening of the country is Consular Juris- 
diction. It is now perfectly clear that 
any Foreign Power is competent to obtain 
for its subjects or citizens the privileges of 
unrestricted travel, unrestricted trade, and 
unrestricted residence in every part of 
Japan, provided that they are submitted 
to Japanese jurisdiction. The point must 
henceforth be finally excluded fromthe range 
of debate. Many yearsago, indeed, itceased 
to be debatable in view of the declared 
policy of the Japanese Government. But 
despite the public’s full cognisance of that 
policy, and despite the practical proof of 
its sincerity furnished by the Mexican 
Treaty, some writers had still the temerity 
to deny that the continuance of Japan’s 
semi-isolation was not of her own choos- 
ing. We may reasonably hope that the 
fate of that fallacy is now finally sealed, 
Another important eftect of the step is 
that it should be the nunc dimittis of the 
anti-Mixed-Residence agitators. Even the 
Oriental Radicals must bow to the logic 
of accomplished facts carrying the high 
sanction of their Sovereign. Mixed Re- 


| Sidence is now an accomplished fact. It 
| became an irrevocably accomplished fact 
jimmediately on the ratification of the 


Mexican Treaty, and the continuance of 
the policy then inaugurated is established 
by this Hawaiian Ordinance. Foreigners 
and Japanese who, desiring for selfish or 
uncivilized reasons to condemn Japan to 


| the continued disgrace of semi-isolation, 


represent her, on the one hand, as unwill- 
ing, and, on the other, as unfit to associate. 


cs : E> AOS gd | with str : 
vision for the exercise of the jurisdiction | angers on equal terms, will now 


jfind a difficulty about taking up their 


parable again, and the cause of enlighten- 
ment will benefit considerably by their 
discomfiture. 
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EMIGRATION REGULATIONS. 


| IMPeRIAL Orpinance. 

‘We, with the advice of Our Privy Council, 
hereby sanction the following Regulations for the 
Protection of Emigrants, and Order them to be 
duly promulgated. ; 

(Imperial Sign manual.) 
. [Great Seal.] 

(Countersigned,) 

Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. 


ImesriaL Orpinance No. 42. 
REGULATIONS FOR PROTECTING “IMIN.” 


Article 1.—The term Jmin in this Ordinance 
applies to persons who emigrate to foreign coun- 
tries for the purpose of labouring; and the term 
Imin Toriatsukainin applies to those who, under 
any pretext whatsoever, make it their business 
to secure Jmin or make arrangements for their 
emigration. 

The nature of the labour included in the last 
preceding clause shall be determined conjointly by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Minister 
for Home Affairs. 

Article 11.—The Jmin shall carry passports. 

Article I11.—Passports may be refused ‘to those 
Imin who ate about to emigrate to the territory of 
a country which has not concluded a treaty with 
Japan, or who emigrate in violation of the laws of 
the country of their destination, : 

Article 1V.—An Jmin who emigrates without the 
intervention of an Jmin Toriatsukainin may bere- 
quired to appoint sureties of not less than two 


persons at the time of issuing the passport, when 
the condition of the place of emigration is deemed 
to require it, , 
The smeties are limited to those whom the Local 
Authorities deem to bave sufficient means to be 
_ableto help or to undertake to britig home the 
| Imin iw case of illness or other distress. 
| Article V.—Any person who desires to be an 
_Imin Toriatsukainin shall-obtain permission from 
the Minister for Home Affairs, through the Local 
- Authorities. 
Article VI.—The Jmin Toriatsukainin cannot 
secure Jmin or make arrangements for their emi- 
gration until after he has deposited security with 
the Local Authorities, , 


Article VI1.—The deposit mentioned in the last 
_ preceding Article shall not be less than 10,000 yen, 


| te be determined by the Local Authorities, with 


} the approval of the 


inister for Home Affairs. 
Article VIIIL.—The Jmin Toriatsukainin, in 


| making arrangements for the emigration of Jmin 
| shall enter into a written contract with the Jmin. 


Regarding the terms of contract mentioned in 


the last preceding clause approval of the Local 
; Authorities must be previously obtained. 


Article IX.—The following.items shall be in- 


| cluded in the terms referred to in the last preced- 
| ing Article :— | 


2. Fees for making arrangements for the emi- 
ration, — | ° 
3- The methods of extending aid ur sending 


= on 


Article X.—The Imin Toriatsukainin or his 

| ot cannot receive from the Jmin fees of any 

kind other than those for making arrangements 
for the emigration, | 


A:ticle X1.—The Jmin Toriatsukainin shall 


| Countersign the applications for passports of the 
| Imin under his care. 


In rendering services to an Imin who has already 


| obtained a passport, the Toriatsukainin shall re- 
] port the fact to the Authorities who have issued 
| the passport. He shall enclose the 
| such authorities and obtain their certificate. 

1_ Article XL.—No Imin Toriatsukainin or his 


ssport to 


home of Jmin in case of illness or other distress. 


bids. { ah nr, Bee Me. 76. 


—_—_ 


agent shall be allowed to secure any persons or 
make arrangements for their emigration unless 
such persons are to emigrate as /min. 


Article XII1.—In case an Jmin Toriatsukainin 
desires to let other persons act for him in the trans- 
action of his business, he shall report the name of 
such person to the Local Authorities in advance 
and obtain their approval. 


A:ticle XIV.—In case an Jmin Toriatsukainin 
transacts business in violation of laws and orders, 
or fails to make good without delay any deficiency 
in his deposit, or is guilty of conduct which is 
deemed injurious to public peace or morality, the 
Minister for Home Affairs may either suspend his 
business or cancel his permission, 


Article XV.—In case an Jmin finds it necessary 
to apply for protection of Japanese Authorities 
abroad, he shall produce his passport and certify 
his personal standing; and if he went abroad 
through the intervention of aw/min Toriatsukainin, 
he shall also produce his contract with the Jmin 
Toriatsukainin. 


Article XVI.—Those who may obtain passports 
by mistepresenting the place of emigration or the 
nature of work to be performed in the place of 
emigration, and those who go abroad without pro- 
cuting a passport, shall be liable to a fine of not 
less than 2 yen nor more than 20 yen, 


Article XVII.—An IJmin) Toriatsukainin who 
violates the provisions of Article VI., VIII., XI. or 
XII1., or secures or makes arrangements for the 
emigration of Jmin, knowing such emigration to be 
a violation of this Ordinance, shall be liable to a 
fine of not less than 10 yen nor more than 100 yen. 

In any of the above cases, if the emigration has 
already taken place, he shall be liable to a fine of 
not less than So yer nor more than 150 yen. 

An min Toriatsukainin or his agent who violates 
the provisions of Articles X. or XII., shall be liable 


| to a fine of not less than 10 yen nor more than 100 
| yen. 


Article XVIIL.—Any person who, under any 
pretext whatever, secures or make arrangements 


} for the emigration of Jmin without first obtaining 


permission to be an Jmin Zoriatsukainin, or (an 
Imin Toriatsudainin) who during the suspension 
of his business (performs any of the foregoing 
acts) shall be liable to a fine of nor less than 20 
yen nor more than 200 yen. 

An Imin Toriatsukainin ov his agent who secures 
or makes arrangements for the emigration of Jmin 
by means of deception shall be liable to the same 
fine as provided in the above clause. 

Article X[X.—In case of a mercantile corpora- 
tion, the preceding two Articles shall apply to the 


Torishimartyaku (director) or to the member who 
is in charge of those branches of business which 
are metitioned in each of the said two Articles. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS. 


Article XX.—Those who have been pursuing 
business connected with Jmin under official sanction 
of proper authoritles obtained previous to the date 
of the enforcement of the present Ordinance, may 
continue their business for three months from the 
date this O:dinance takes, effect notwithstanding 
the provisions of Articles V. and VI. 

In the event of persons mentioned in the last 
preceding clause desiring to still continue their 
business after the expiration of the said three 
mouths: mentioned in the last preceding Clause, 
they shall obtain permission during the said three 
months in accordance with provisions of this 
O: dinance. ; 

Article XX1,.—The Ordinance does not apply to 
those who emigrate by virtue of a special treaty 
sopetater by Japan or tothe Zoriatsukainin there- 
under. 

A:ticle XXII.—Detailed Regulations required 
for the enforcement of this Ordinance shall be 


| dete: mined conjointly by the Minister for Foreign 


Affairs and the Minister for Home Affairs. 


— 
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jing sent abroad. 


the first place, that every Japanese subject 
‘emigrating to foreign couniries for pur- 
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EMIGRATION REGULATIONS. 


| THE Japanese Government has issued a 
‘body of Regulations for the control of. 


emigration. That such a step was neces- 
sary admits of no doubt. Ever since emi- 
gration began to be associated in the 
popular mind with prospects of substantial 
earnings and prosperity, advantage has 
been taken of the fact by unscrupulous 


‘persons to exploit this belief in their own 


interests. Men have gone about falsely 
representing themselves as agents duly 
accredited to procare labour for a specifi- 


ed purpose in a foreign country, They 


easily found rustics willing to lend a ready 


j ear Lo their golden tales, and even to pay 
| a good round sum for the privilege of be- 
Having pocketed the 
| deluded emigrants’ money, the agent then 


shipped them to some country as far 


as possible from Japanese Consular ken, | 


landed them there, and left them to fare as 
best they might. The promised employ- 
ment was not forthcoming, and the un- 
fortunate emigrants saw themselves with- 
out the means of returning home and 
without any prospect of earning money. 
This kind of thing happened frequently, 


we believe, and of course much distress 


was entailed. To guard against its re- 
currence, and generally to control matters 


connected with emigration, the new Re-: 


gulations are issued. They provide, in 


poses of labour must be possessed of a 
passport, It has been frequently stated in 
print that Japanese subjects have not 
hitherto been entitled toleave Japan with- 
out a passport, and the statement has been 
emphatically contradicted in these co- 
lumns. 
legal restriction. 
entitled, so far as concerned the law, to 


leave the country without a passport. We 


believe that attempts, generally successful, 
have been occasionally made by the police 
to prevent the departure of persons who 
could neither procure honourable gain for 


try, But even such persons, if they chose 


to defy the police, could have sailed 
away at will. The Regulations now issued, 


There has, in fact, been no such 
Any Japanese was — 


faut? rT “7. Rind Mo. 


however, require that labour emigrants 
must be provided with passports, and 
obviously all other Japanese subjects are 
constructively exempt from any such re- 
striction. It will also be observed that 
no arbitrary power of refusing passports 
is reserved.. The nature of the proposed 
labour, indeed, is to be subject to the 
approval of the Ministers for Foreign and 
Home Affairs, but, for the rest, a pass- 
port can not be withheld except when the 
emigrant’s destination is a country which 
has not concluded a treaty with Japan, or 
when the laws of the country in question 
would be violated by such immigration. 
The importance of this latter proviso is 
considerable. Its applicability to the case 
of the United States is at once apparent. 
So soon as these new Regulations go into 
force, America will have a substantial 
assurance that the class of immigrants 


laws, will not come to her from Japan. All 
Japanese reaching the shores of the United 
States without passports, will be inferen- 
tially franked by the Government of Japan 
as persons who may be allowed to enter 
without doing violence to the prejudices 
of the Pacific Slope. It is in accordance 
at once with Japan’s dignity and with the 
smoothness of her international relations 
that she should create for herself the power 
of restraining her emigrants at this end 
instead of risking the humility and vexation 


of having them turned back at the other. _ 


A considerable portion of the Regula- 
tions relates to the Emigration Agent. 
He has to obtain from the Minister of 
State for Home Affairs permission to pro- 


+ | secute his calling, and he has also to 


deposit security of not less than ten 
thousand yen with the Local Authorities. 
This security seems to be nothing morethan 
a guarantee of respectability, for the Re- 
gulations contain no provision with regard 
to its confiscation in the event of their 
violation. : 

All labour emigration contrived by 
Agents must be managed by contract. 
Emigrants may, of course, go abroad in 


search of labour without recourse to an 


Agent, but in that case they will have to 
appoint sureties able to assist them when 
abroad, or bring them home if necessary: 
The nature of the contract is clearly laid 


_ down, though not with vexatious minute- 
themselves nor win credit for their coun- 


ness, and strict limitations are set to the 
fees. that may be levied by an Agent. 
But the Regulations’ do not apply to 


| emigration which has already been made 


| 


| objected to by her and excluded by her | 


| 
| 
| 


? 


the subject of international agreement. 
Neither do they cover the case of women 
inveigled to go abroad, or who go abroad 
voluntarily, for immoral purposes. That 
is an abuse concerning which a good deal 
has been said and written. We believe 
that it-will be made the subject of another 
set of Regulations, ere long. 

The penalties imposed by these Regu- 
lations are within the limits of the penal 
authority vested in the Government for the 
enforcement of Administrative Ordinances. | 
The Regulations are, in fact, an Admini- 
-strative Ordinance, or, at any rate, are so 


regarded by the Government. Hence their 
enactment without reference to the Diet. 
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EnclosureZWith Mr. Dun's No.79, 
Copy. 


Confidential Instructions relative to the application 
of Art. 3 of the Regulations for Protecting Imin. 

To all the Local Authorities and the Chief of 
Metropolitan Police. 

You are instructed to understand that Art.3 of the 
Regulations for Protecting Imin is to be applied, and no 
passports to be issued, to the Imin who are about to 
emigrate into the territories of non-treaty powers or who 
are about to emigrate in violation of the "Act to prohib- 
it the Importation and Migration of Foreigners and Aliens 
under Contract or Agreement to perform Labor in the 
United States, its Territories and the District of 

Columbia" issued by the United States of North America 
on the 26th February, 1885, or the "Act in Amendment to 
the Various Acts relative to Immigration and the Impor- 
tation of Aliens under Contract or Agreement to perform 
Labor" issued by the United ctates of North America on 
the 3rd March, 1891. 

- ( Signed ) Mutsu Munemitsu, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
The 18th day, the 4th month, 
the 27th year of Meiji. 
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Copy. 


Notification No.2 of the Depirtment of 
Foreign Affairs. 
Imin who, in accordance with Art. 4 of the Regulations 
for Protecting Imin promulgated by Imperial Ordinance 
No. 42 of the 27th year of Meiji, emigrate to the 
following places shal! be required to appoint sureties: 
(1) The United States of North America. 
(2) Canada. | 
(3) Australian Islands. 
(4) Hawaii. 
( Signed ) Mutsu Munemitsu, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. 
( Signed ) Count Inouye Kaoru, 
Minister of State for Home Affairs. 
The 18th day, the 4th month, 
the 27th year of Meiji. 


‘TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


From Tokio | eat, }- 
April 21, 1894. 
Received 2.11 P.M. 


GRESHAM, 
Wash ington, 

With a view to submission of formal proposal 
at an early date Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs 
desires to know if the project with my No. 62 is accept- 

a . 
able as the basis for negotiation. 
‘Dun. 
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(TRANSLATION,) 
- Report of COMMANDER KASHIWABARA NAGASHIGE 
oF H.1,J.M.S. “ Iwaxt Kan” oN THE SEARCH 
FOR THE LOST BOATS OF THe AMERICAN 
SEA a vesset ‘*‘ RETRIaver.”’ 
Ap ' ighed anchor at 7.12 a.m. At 8a.m. 
Beni i. At 10 a.m, et ita Boshu. 
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seuet Soe eae cre ies ween ds font 


ourse then altered eer peg mma f the 
i oh. (La 37° N. 147.2’ ) ‘ boat 


° 3’ N. Long. 1 

ed abvenat the po 
u near ay- 

z vessel, bottom up. Sauhe 


tain her name or 

she was the 

which, during t 
hidden 


April 21st.—Weather unsettled 
gale accompanied by rain and high seas. Rolling of the 
widows iy retarding her one Ped m teach Lat Lat 
| ress 7am 
— 147° pre without sig 


gt? 96” X: tulad’ annehio 
| Course altered for jacana, vom noon wi anything 


| veered to north aad 
z2and,.— Weather calm. Sea going down. Noth- 


4 sighted. 
og fu ajrd.—Anchored at ()ginohama at 5.30 a.m : 
On this trip, as stated above, the capsized wreck of a 
sailing “was seen we nothing Hew ni i is my ro 
rsd. da -prvam a te, search coast, its 
oe the route. I scenes a tracing 
rien the 


| (The racing thowe the wots Kan to have traversed 713 
| mi 


Enclosure 2 with Mr. Dun'<« lo. 82. 


he. 
No. 57. Legation of the United Stetes, 
Tokyo, April 28, 1894. 


His Excellency 

General Count Saigo, 

His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
Minister of Marine. 
Sir: 

I have received from Your Excellency's confidential 
Secretary, Mr. S. Nakamura, a report of the cruise of 
His Majesty's man-of-war "Iwaki-Kan® in search of the 
missing men of the American schooner "Retriever" who were 
lost from their vessel on the 2nd of April. I have also 
been informed of the instructions to other war vessels 
of His Majesty's Navy to participate in the search. 

I desire to express to Your Excellency and, through 
you, to the Officers of His Imperial Majesty's Navy my 
grateful appreciation of, and thanks for the noble efforts 
made to succor the castaways from an American vessel. 
Recognizing the friendly feelings towards my countrymen 
that prompted Your xcellency and His Majesty's Officers 
to engage in this earnest effort in the cause of human- 
ity, I shall take pleasure in reporting to my Government 
your action and theirs in this matter and vin advance 
of instructions from my Government to that effect, I beg 
to tender to Your Excellency and His Majesty's Naval 
Authorities the thanks of the Government ond People of 

= the 


the United States fo~ your humane action in thus endeav- 
oring to relieve the sufferingand save the lives of 
helpless American seamen. Such generous manifestations 
on the part of His Majesty's Authorities of friendly 
sympathy for Americans in distress serve'to strengthen 
the strong bond of friendship that has always subsisted 
between the Governments and People of our respective 
countries. 


I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 


Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


( Signed ) Edwin Dm. 
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. Yonomama, Tuurspar, Mar 17, 1894. 


_S ' 


then addressed the House as follows :-— 


Diet at the last general election, you have been 
summoned by Imperial writ to meet together in 
the present session. Important measures of state, 
namely, a Supplementary Budget and vat ious pro- 
jects of law, have alieady been placed in your 
hands, in accordance with the Impe:ial commands. 
I hope. that you will bestow most deliberate con. 
sideration upon these measuces. : 

I purpose, Gentlemen, to avail myself of this op- 


= 


espetiles 


attitude with respect to Treaty Revision. As you 
may be aware, the Government's policy on this 
subject has never changed since the time of the 
Restoration.—(Cries of “ No, No,” and various 
remarks.)—I beg that you will reserve criticisms 
until | have finished my speech. ht is scarcely ne- 


eee 


edly attempted to solve this problem and has 
repeatedly failed to attain its object. But in spite of 
} failure, the Government is still pursuing the same 
line of policy followed in former years. 

|} [tis a matter of deep regret that the dissolution 
of the late House of Representatives was connected 
j with this subject of Treaty Revision.—(Cries of 
“ misunderstanding.”’)—It is a fact that there was 
a difference of views between the Government and 


butable to the introduction of a Representation on 
the Strict Enforcement of the Treaties, In itself, 
that Representation seemed to be of slight 
consequence, but the Government attached much 
impottance to it, because it owed its origin to a 
| Movement against the opening of the interior for 
Mixed Residence,—(" No, no.”")—To that Re- 
presentation, therefore, the Government was posi 
tively opposed. Its passage through the House 
| Was considered by the Government as likely to be 
productive of highly injurious results,—(" Explain 
yourself more fully.")—The Government is now 
conducting negotiations on the subject of Treaty 
Revision along the lines hitherto pursued.—(" No 
| hope of success.”)—The Government, let meassure 


os 


« 


you, would not have undertaken the task, bad 
there wot been hope of success, In introduc. 
ing the Representation already alluded to, you 


conduct; and although the Government was sin. 
cetely sorry to bring things to a crisis, it was 
absolutely mecessary under the ci:cumstances 
to advise the Emperor to dissolve the House 
Of Representatives. But IT am now glad to 
learn directly from you that you were not ac- 
tuated by any sentiments antagonistic to the 
| opening of the country for Mixed Residence. You 
} will, then, be teady to acknowledge that the de- 
| mand for the conclusion of equal treaties and the 
bya to Mixed Residence are incompatible. 
| The Government’s policy, as you well know, has 
jalways been since the Restoration to open the 
coumtry and maintain the Empire's independent 
position within the pale of International Law. In 
other words, our aim has been and is to hold in- 
tercourse with other nations by conforming with 
the customs prevalent among the principal States 
ofthe world, 


- < 


ae eS en 


~ His Excellency the Min ister President of State 2 


Gentiemen—Having been celurned to the 


portunity to say a few words on the Government's 


cessary to state that the Government has tepeat- 


the House of Representatives, and the consequent | 
‘dissolution of the House was principally attri-. 


’ 


| other measures of vital importance. 


| responsible, 


must doubtless have had good reasons for your. 


The existing treaties ave unsuited to the present 
state of things, and must be revised, If my im- 
formation is not wrong, some of you seen to 
regard Strict Enforcement as a means of ex: 
pediting Treaty Revision, The Government, how. 
ever, does uot endorse such a view, OF course the | 
Government is strictly enforcing the provisions of | 
the present Treaties, i so far as their enforcement 
is deemed necessary. But the Government’s 
gravestresponsibility in connection with the policy 
of the countiy is to accomplish the revision 
of the existing Prentide. The Government is vow | 
diligently engaged in the prosecution of that task, 
and is determined to sweep every obstacle out of 


| its path,—(" Be brave with foreign countries, not 


with your own countrymen only.”)—The Go 
vernment is, perfectly aware that its views may 
not be acceptable to you, but | think it not 
altogether unnecessary to lay my opinion 


lon the subject before you and appeal to you 
| candid judgment, The Government, as I have ale 
| ready told you, will proceed on this mater along 
i the same lines as heretofore, and we are confident 


that the consummation of our object is not far off. 
We will abide by the result of our endeavours on 
the question of Treaty Revision. It is, then, the 


| Government’s earnest desire that, in view of these 


circumstances, you will for the present desist from 
puiely political agitation, There are among you 


} not a few well acquainted with diplomatic affairs. | 


Such persons, no doubt, will agree with me when I. 
say that revision of the Treaties cannot be accom- 
phished merely by means of intimidation. A satis- 
factory consummation of the task requires the peace- 
ful agreement of thepatties concerned. Having now 
once more taken up the thread of negotiations on 


| this subject, it is the Government’s firm resolution 


to bring the task to a happy issue, And I wish to 
call your attention to the fact that it is extremely 


] regrettable to occasion fréQuent collisions between 


the Government and the Diet on a subject like 
the present.—("' We ara compelled to oppose the 
Government.”)—I am informed that you ate go- 
ing to debate an Address to the Throne on this 
matter. Iv that case, another collision will be un- 
avoidable, and it will again be impossible to dis- 
pose of the question of the wational defences and 
For such a 
regrettable contingency, you cannot but he held 
Leainestly hope that you will not 
compel the Goverwment to advise His Imperial 


| Majesty to adopt the last resource.—("* Mr, Presi- 


dent, stop the Premier’s speech ; it is intimidation.” 
“ We are not assembled here to listen to the Cabi- 


| net’s intimidation.”)—I do not seek to intimidate 
| you; my only purpose has been to bespeak your 
| sober and candid deliberation. 
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NOTIFICATION. 


To Citizens of the United States in Japen and to 
Commanders and Masters of Vessels bearing the 
Flag of the United States in Japanese Waters, 


_ Undersigned hereby notifies all Citizens 
‘of the United States in Japan, and the 
Commanders and Masters of Naval and Mer- 
chant Vessels of the United States arriving at 
the ports of NAGASAKI, KOBE, and YOKO- 
HAMA, that they will be required, until further 
notice shall be given, to conform in all respects 
to the Provisions of IMPERIAL ORDINANCE 
No. 56, of His Impertat Jaransse Mayestv’s 
GoveanMent, promulgated May 25th, 1894, as 
follows :— 
(TRANSLATION.) 
Whereas epidemic infectious disease is pre- 
valent in China and Hongkong, We hereby 
sanction dhe Regulations relating to the 


Medical Inspection of Vessels and order 
the same to be promulgated. | 


_ [Imperial Sign Manual.] 
May 25th, 1894. : ) 
YOSHIKAWA AKIMASA, 
Acting Minister for Home Affairs. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 56. 

Whenever it is deemed necessaty to take 
precautionary measures against the Pest 
now prevalent in China aid Hongkong, 
all Vessels. coming from those localities 
may be subjected to Medical Inspection in 
accordance with the Regulations for the 
Inspection of Vessels coming from places 
infected with Cholera, promulgated by 
Decree No. 31, 1882. 

The places where inspection shall be enforced 
and the period of the same, shall be deter- 
mined by the Minister for Home Affairs 
with the advice of the Central Sanitary 
Council. ~ 


The present Ordinance shalt come into force 
upon the day of its promulgation. _ 

Given under may hand at the Legation of 

the United States, Tokio, Japan, this 26th day 
of May, 1984. : 


EDWIN DUN, 
Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America. : 
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Enclosure with Mr. Dun's 0.97 


p  <oeY 
Translation. 
No. 21. Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokio, the llth day, the 6th month, | 
the 27th year of Meiji. 


His Excellency 

Edwin Dun, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I 
have presented to Her Majesty the Empress copy of “Art 
and Handicraft in the Woman's Building” which Mrs. 
Palmer, President of the Board of Lady Managers of the 
World's Columbian Exposition, desired to present to 

Her Majesty. Her Majesty has graciously expressed much 
satisfaction in accepting the work and commanded me to 
take proper steps as to the expression of thanks to that 
lady. I beg, therefore, to request that Your Excellency 
will be good enough to convey expression of thanks to 
Mrs. Palmer. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 
Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 

( Signed ) Mutsu Munemitsu, 


Minister ‘for Foreipn Affairs. 
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The Sagen Daily Mail. 


Yoxouama, THurspay, Jung 21, 1894. 


—— 


— 


DISASTROUS EARTHQUAKE IN 
YOKOHAMA AND TOKYO. 


_ 


EXTENSIVE DAMAGE AND LOSS OF LIFE IN 
YOKOHAMA. 


With au enormous fire, a destructive earth- 
quake, and an impending water-famine—all within 
the short space of three summer days—the cup of 
misfortune is brimming over for residents in 
Yokohama, At about five minutes past two 
o’cleck on Wednesday afternoon the most severe 
shock of earthquake experienced in this district 
of recent years passed through the town and 
neighbourhood from the S.E. to the N.W. It 
lasted but four minutes and thirty seconds—accord- 


ing to the average computation arrived at by most 
folk—but even in that short limit of time it caused 
extensive damage both on the Bluff and the Set- 
tlement, as well as entailing the deaths of five per- 
suns and severe injuries to many others. A slight 
shock had been felt at 5.10 a.m., but this gave 
no warning of the terrible shaking which was to 
follow hours afterwards, ‘The day was tropically 
hot, there being scarcely any breeze, while the sky 
looked serene and clear, with hardly a wisp of 
daintiest cirri to be seen. Of warning there was 
wone. The full force of the shock was developed 
almost at the outset, and the oscillations continued 
in violence tight to their abrupt close. On the 
Bluff scarcely a chimney remains uninjured, and 
most are down, At No. 58, Bluff, a solid mass of 
brick and tile crushed through the roof ; fortunate- 
ly no one was inthe house at the time and the 
damage was coufined to the furniture, walls, etc. 
The chimney of the house adjoining—occupied 
by Mrs. Hegt—also came down with a crash, 
causing greal anxiety to the widowed lady and 
her daughter. A gentleman who was proceeding 


down the hill at the side of this house had a nar- 


row escape, some heavy blocks of freestone support- 
ing the bank, falling into the roadway just as he had 
passed. The houses on No, 72 suffered severely, 
walls cracking, roefs shifting, and joists being dis- 
placed. At the Convent a whole side of the building 
has bulged out and remains in a highly dangerons 
state. The children of Mr. John Cain, at No. 119, 
Bluff, had a truly marvellous shave, They were 
playing in the drawing-room at the time, when 
some one noticed the ceiling giving way; the next 
moment, the brick chimney fell through into the 
room, shattering everything in its path, Mr. J. 
W. Curtis had three chimnies down. At No. 
132, occupied by Mr. A, W. Payne, the 
chimney came down, the walls cracked, and 
crevasses 20 feet long and over a foot deep opened 
in the garden around, A large landslip also oc- 
curred here, the face of the cliff falling bodily 
down tothe beach. Further along, at Mandarin 
Bluff, another landslide took place. The Italian 
Consulate lost the top of a chimney, and a 
inrikisha drawer, named Kimura Chiuzo (36), 
av employé in the Consulate, was struck on the 
head by the falling bricks. € man was so 
severely wounded that he died during the night, 

0 give some idea of the number of chimneys 
destroyed or partially damaged on the Bluff we 
print the following list of houses reporting such 
damage:—Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 19, 20, 29, 31, 32, 
35: 45, 47, 48, 53, 56, 58, $9, 67, 71, 85, 106, 100, 
110, IIT, 115, 119, 132, 203, 215, 221, 122, 225, 
232, 242, 244, 245, 247, 2065 and 266. Many 
of these houses had their tiles broken. At 
Nos. 28, 72, gt, 245, 90, 72, 68, 82, 141, 217, 84 
aud 83 tiles were removed, while at Nos. 87 and 
70 walls were Considerably damaged, ‘The gates 


| ment occupied by Messrs. 


ee. ae oe 
tie Yvviir02 heizH OP frtn¢ re J 02, 


of No. 83 werethrown down, and the stone-walls 
on lots, Nos. 42, 60, 66, and 279, were shaken 
down, The gate keeper’s house at No. 83 was 
considerably damaged, and the fences of Nos, 114 
and 219 were overthrown, Smalllandships occur- 
red at Oyato, Sannotani, and Ninotani, but no 
lives were lost. Nearly every house on the Bluff 
reports a wholesale breaking of glass, crockery, 
aud keramic ornaments. Clocks stopped, lamps 
broke from their chains, and pictures went askew. 

Fulk out in the harbour report that the shock 
was felt very severely on board ship; even H.M.S. 
Centurion rolled about as if buffeted by a heavy 
sea. Watchers on the deck néticed a big cloud 
of dust and smoke rising from the shake town 
and Bluff, and for the moment listened intently for 
the sound of an explosion—they feared that some 
powder magazine or other storehouse of inflam- 
mables had exploded. These fears were soon put 
atrest, but others were aroused upon seeing the 
cliffs along the Bluff and over at Kanagawa slid- 
ing down to the beach. The shock was so violent 
that a seismometer mounted on the Bluff was not 
equal to the occasion and gave up the attempt at 
recording its impressions. 


IN YOKOHAMA S&TTLEMENT. 

The disaster wrought in the Settlement by this 
severe earthquake is attended, we regret to say, 
with sad loss of life. A large tea-firing establish- 

Wilson at Co., at No. 

ast, Horikawa-cho and Yechigo-cho, facing the 
reek, was the scene of the calamity. This build- 
ing, constructed of red brick with substantial 
stone-dressings, is quite a new erection. Work 
was in full swing at the time and the place was 
crowded with male avd female labourers. At the 
rear of the principal building is a covered way 
having a ziuceroof leading to the tea firing godown, 
Mr. Wilson, as soon as he felt the shock, went to 
the back of the principal godown, intending to go 
to the tea-firing shed in the rear, as he entertained 
fears of its stability. Here he was met by a tush 
of panic-stricken men and women, who half filled 
the passage-way. Suddenly the rear cornice of the 
big building caved out bodily and fell on the roof 
of the passage. [t was the work of a moment, but 
when the dust had cleared away it was found 
that the whole of the people weie buried bee 
neath the weighty débris. One man was killed 
almost outright, a great pile of brick having 
ciushed in itis head; a woman was extricated 
with her right leg fractured in two places, and 
her head badly cut—she died within ao hour of 
reaching bospital; another woman was in a bad 
way, and several others are still lying in a precari- 
ous condition, suffering from scalp-wounds broken 
legs and arms, aud hysteria. Two died in the 
hospital at 11.30 p.m. It will be seen from this 
that Mr. Wilson had a very narrow escape, 
—another step and he would have undoubtedly 
been among those wounded. As soon as he as- 
cettained the extent of the calamity, he ordered 
the débris to be cleared away, but for a time 
the Chinese and Japanese were quite panic 
suicken. They, however, when started, worked 
with a will and soon extricated the unfortunates 
who were buried hee eey gooey 
a ghastly and pitiful sight. Everything ible 
ais nen to iovlaia aheste sufferings, les the 
artival of the doctors, Mis. Wilson, although 
reatly fright ned, bathing the heads and giving 
aired to the wounded. Drs. Rokkaku, who did 
oeman’s service, Eld:idge, Runkwicz, Wheeler, 
Kimura and many others were quickly on the 
spot, and as each poor sufferer—they numbered 
twenty-five—was removed from the tuins his or 
her wounds were attended to; then they were 
taken to the police station where their hurts 
were properly dressed previous to being sent to 
the Jizenkai heapital, r. Wilson expressing the 
desire that everything possible should be done for 
them. The firm also has been a heavy loser, as all 
the tea in the pans, about 4,000lb., has been spoil- 
ed through being burnt. In China Town a whole 
house came down, while fronts. and roofs of 
others feli into the street bodily in” Honmura- 
road. Two Chinamen were slightly bust. Some 
European’ houses along the Creek also suffered 


severely from the shock, and one resident who 
was passing in a sinrtkisha only managed to 
spring from the vehicle just as one wall fell out. In 
the road adjoining the Cricket Ground crevasses 
have sued but they are of slight extent. Many 
of the heavily ornate roofs in Japanese town have 
slid away from their supports, and in one instance 
the walls of a brick house have moved right away 
from the supporting corners and roof, and yet 
stand upright. The old Machigaisho is in almost 
as sorry a plight, the stonework bulging out in 
some places. Inthe foreign stores some damage 
has naturally been sustained. Messrs, Arthur and 
Bond’s breakages will amount to upwards of a 
thousand dollars; Messrs. North and Rae have 
lost two large show-cases, which were shivered by 
the shock ; Messrs. Kelly and Walsh, Lane, Craw- 
ford & Co., and Brett & Co., escaped with merely 
a derangement of their goods, The office of 
the Eastern World is in a very shattered condition, 
the chimneys cracked and walls battered. The 
Hotels escaped lightly, Clarendon House, which 
so many predicted would not stand the shock of an 
eatthquake, has stood the severe test remarkably 
well. Not even a beam was hea:d to crack. The 
whole building moved like one solid block. It 
was indeed wonderful 10 observe how :emark- 
ably well the majority of the houses in the Seitle- 
ment and on the Bluff stood the shaking, for 
the oscillations were most severe. Every house 
literally seeled to and fro under the influence of 
the motion as does a ship upon the sea; many 
an ominous groan was heard, but although the 
ornaments on the walls, books, and other loose 
articles fell to the ground, the houses—with the ex- 
ception of those mentioned above—have sustained 
litle damage beyond o:dinary cracking. The 
sight in the streets within 20 seconds of the com- 
mencement of the shock was most impressive ; 
hardly a person in- the town, native and fo- 
reigner alike, remained within four walls. But 
nothing like a panic occu: red—everyone went back 
almly to office directly the motion ceased. 

Two sharp, short shocks, following in quick suc- 

sion, were felt at 9.33 p.m. 


DAMAGE IN JAPAN®SE TOWN, 


A godown at Honcho, Rukuchome, to belonging 
Mr. Hara Genzaburo, fell in two parts: a brick go- 


own of the Asamatsu gumiat Honcho, Rokuchome, | 


apsed; the roof of a store-house at Sumiyo- 
icho, Rokuchome, fell in ; two godowns at Sumi- 
shicho, Gochome, were destroyed; one house 
seven families) was overthrown at Onoyecho, 
okuchome ; the roof of a godown at Kaigan-dori, 
tichome, fell down ; a stone-wall about two ken 
i length was destroyed ; one store-house at Hon- 
ho, Shichome, greatly damaged ; a portion of the 
of of a godown at No. 40 Motohama cho, Shi- 
home, fell down; the roof of a house at No. 41, 
lotohamacho, Shichome, collapsed ; and the 1: oof 
a house at Sumiyoshicho, Gochome, fell in. 
Some damage was done to the Yokohama 
aterworks at Hodogaya, and great anxiety 
s entertained by the commissioners, who soon 
oceeded to the spot. They succeeded in effect- 
g repairs by 5 p.m. No damage was done 
» telephone and electric light apparatus. The 


experienced at 


ing, but al 


»celain dealers, as usual on such an occasion, | 
flered very greatly, and their losses are esti- 
ted to be very great. At Yokotaya, Shichome, 
woicho, more than half the stocks in-trade were 
shed. Stone lanterns in the compound of the 
ten Shrine, Hagoromecho, were overthrown, 
nd some mischief was done to the sh: ine, 
Hitomi Urajiro (26), sprained his foot while 
mping from the story into the road at 
rakucho, A girl, named Kiku (16), the daughter 
Machida Atsunobu, residing at No, 104, Mote-. 
achi Gocho me, was also injured in the feet while 
tempting to run from her house. Five small 
adslips are reported from Nakamura, but no 
sons were injured. 


IN THE INTERIOR. 
The Tokaido Railway was slightly damaged 
bout one ve this side of Totsuka, but the work- 
' were successful in sepahing the damage by 


_molished. At 


e o'clock the same afternoon, and the section 
$s re-opened for traffic shortly afterward. The 
ofs of the in Yokohama Station yard 
e slightly damaged. 


—— 


No reports have yet been received from any 
parts of Kanagawa Prefecture conce:ming the 
earthquake, but it is said that the shock was very 
strongly felt near Ofuna Station. Houses are 
said to have been thrown down there. Nothing 
serious occurred at Yokosuka, 

ial reports received from various paits of 
the interior concerning the earthquake state that 
strong shocks were felt at Kamakura, Yokosuka, 
Numazu, Utsunomiya, Mayebashi and Kofu 
(clocks were stopped). Weak oscillations were 
hi, Nagoya, Gifu, Hikone, 
Osaka (clocks were stopped), and Fukushima, 
while slight tremors occurred at Aomori and Sakai. 

A telegram despatched by our Kobe correspon- 
dent at 7 p.m. slates that no earthquake was ex- 
perienced there. 


THE BARTHQUAKE IN TOKYO. 

Tokyo was visited at five minutes past two yester- 
day afternoon by an earthquake incomparably more 
severe than anything of the kind since the great 
catastrophe of the Ansedera. Two extremely vio- 
lent shocks followed each other in rapid succession 
without any preliminary tremors, There had, in- 
deed, been a slight seismic disturbance between 
five and six o’clock a.m. the same day, but it did 
not serve as a warning in any sense, and when the 
afternoon phenomenon occurred, the whole city 
was thrown into a state of the greatest alarm. 
Travelling apparently from south-west to no: th- 
east, the shock, in accordance with the unvaried . 
record of this terrible force, wrought havoc of the 
most diverse character, in some cases overturning 
brick chimnies,levelling walls,and wrecking houses; 


- in others, working no mischief more serious than 


the upsetting of ornaments and articles of furni. 
ture, or the shaking down of plaster. Persons 
driving through the streets at the moment of the 
occurrence, say that the ground heaved percepti- 
bly, its andulatory motion being clearly visible, 
but probably much of this effect was subjective. 
Nearly all the important buildings of solid con- 
struction suffered more or less severely, the edi- 
fices yielding conspicuously more easily than the 
new. At the British Legation four chimnies were 
upset, and quantities of plaster stripped from the 
walls, but, on the whole, the damage did not 
attain large proportions. The German Legation 
ed more. A student interpreter’s house was 

ly wrecked, chimnies and other elevated 

parts of the edifice were thrown down, and 
scarcely a room escaped without some damage. 
At the Russian Legation walls were cracked, 
chimnies twisted, and plaster thrown down. The 
Foreign Office also had its roof wrenched, the 
tiles of a Secretary's house completely stripped 
off and its boundary wall on the eastern side 
partially demolished. . In all these cases there 
was no loss of life or limb. But at the 
Rokumei-kan a terrible accident occurred. A 
dray with two horses happened to be standing 
the portico when the shaking commenced. 

The bette iately sprang clear of the build- 
the driver resolutely strove to 
urge the horses forward, they seem to have been 
paralysed with terror, for they refused to move, 
and were struck by a mass of stone-blocks, beams 
and so forth, the whole superstructure behind 
the portico having been torn away and hurled 
down on the comparatively frail roof below, 
crushing it in as though it were glass. The 
two horses and the driver were killed on the 
spot, and the deffo substained serious § inju- 
ries. A chi on the east front was also de- 
Imperial Hotel two chimnies 
collapsed, one striking the parapet of the roof and 
falling harmlessly to the ground ; the other smash- 
ing through the roof into a dining room which 
most fortunately had just been vacated. One of 
the servants received a sesious wound, two betes 
were killed by the fall of the stable which was | 
completely wrecked. Several of the guests ran out 
and seated themselves in finrikisha on the opposite 
side of the road, where they remained for a con- 
siderable time, fearing to re-enter the building. 
Perhaps the most severely injured among the De- 
partments of State was the Home Depariment, 
an old aud ill-constructed building. Two of the 


himnies fell through the roof‘to the floor beneath, | 


nd so large was the mass of tiles and bricks pre- 
ipitated that the flooring gave way, the whole 
eap crashing through to the ground. One of the 
mployés was killed outright, and several others 

re injured, The Naval Department fared better, 
ut there too quantities of plaster were shaken 
jown, a roof collapsed, a warehouse was wrecked 
nd a servant wounded. Atthe Finance Depa: t- 
nent several chimnies fell, ceilings were precipi- 
ted to the ground, furniture was smashed, and 
we official together with more than ten servants 

rewounded, The Diet did not escape. Chimunies 
ell through the roofs of the House of Peers and 
he House of Representatives, tearing wide rents 
n their downward passage. The Tokyo Hotel 
ared similarly from falling chimmies, and the 
hole edifice was canted perceptibly fiom the 


perpendicular. 

the foreign settlement in Tsukiji was cruelly 
jilapidated. Chimmnies fell in many instances and 
hurches were severely injured, As the Rikkyo 
Daigakko in Shinsakaye-cho the roof collapsed, 
illing in its fall Mr. Tamaki Kakunosuke, the 
jirector of the school, a man of great capacities 

hose loss will be seriously felt. On the whole, 
0 quarter of the city fared worse than Tsukiji, 
probably because the nature of the ground—re- 
laimed land with a soft subsoil—lends itself to the 
ransmission of the earthquake wave. 

The district between Kyo-bashi and Nihon-bashi 
must also have lain in the direct route of the 
disturbance, for numbers of fire-proof godowns, 
strongly built as they are, were overturned or 
wisted. 

A drug store built of brick, at No 2, Nichome, 
Atago-shita, collapsed at the second shock, killing 

woman of sixty and two maid-servants of twenty. 

At the factory of the Tokyo Spinning Company 
in Higashi-daiku-cho, Fukugawa, two men and 
welve women were wounded, 

Kudan, also, a part of the city where effects of 
earthquakes are usually little felt, shows many 


traces of the ns of this shock. The well 


know photogravher, Suzuki, had his house almost 
stripped of tiles, and in Ozawa-machi the streets 
were literally strewn’ with broken tiles, potsherds, 
and other débris. It goes without saying that 
dealers in parcelain were cruel sufferers, the great- 
er part of their stock in trade being destroyed. 
All the bazaars had to be at ance closed owing to . 
the disorder reigning within and the wreckage. 
lelegraphic and telephonic communications were 
for a time interrupted, but resumed before evening, 

The large private school in Hitotsubashi-dori, 
just opposite the Girl’s Industrial School, was laid 
completely bare, the roof being displaced and all 
the plaster shaken off the outer walls. 

A few doors farther on, toward the rooms of the 
German Astasiatische Gesellschaft, several houses 
were more or less demolished, and on the top of 
Kudan-zaka the two great stone lanterns flanking 
the entrance to the race course were twisted out of 
the perpendicular. Another well known stone 
structure, the huge gravite Torii at the foot of 

anuo-yama, was completely ruined, only a portion 
of the upright shafts being left. Doubtless stone 
Torii elsewhere suffered similarly. 

But the most serious incident of the calamity 
was a fire that broke out in Oshima-cho, Fuka. 
gawa. It was caused by the ignition of oil in the 
Kerosene Company's buildings. The flames 
Spread with great speed, and could not be got 
under control for four hours, by which time some 
600 houses were reduced to ashes. Three lives are 
said to have been lost in this conflagration, 

A most deplorable accident occurred at the 
Kirigo Gakko, the largest private school aud one 
of the finest buildings in Kanda District. This 
school has been particularly unfortunate, for the 
Upper floor was burnt out in the great fire of Apzil, 


1892. On the present occasion the first shock 
sent the students tanning out of the building; all 
passed out im safety except two who, just as they 
reached the portico, were struck by a mass 
of bricks and tiles that fell from the 5 . The 


ed was ae popular with his fellows, and his sud. 


‘Hardly had they done sv when the rouf of one of 


_hapse in the bay of Tokyo, the heart, according to 
Prof. Milne, of most of the earthquakes that have 


unfortunate young men were completely buried 
beneath the débris. Oue was killed onthe spot, 
his body |e veecags a shocking appearance, as the 
head had been driven below the shoulders and 
crushed out of all semblance to humanity. The 
other was severely wounded in the back of the head 
and abdomen. Medical assistance was promptly 
procured, and the report was at fiest favourable ; but 
toward evening the patient grew worse and was. 
not expected to live through the night. Several 
other people were injured by the flying tiles and 
bricks, but none severely. The student kill. 


den death has cast a gloom over the whole student 
uatter of Kanda. The Higher Commercial 
hool also felt the full force of the shock, and all 
the students ran out into the street for safety. 


the older buildings gave way and fell crashing to the 
floor below. Most fortunately, oo one was injured. 

In Shiba District the amount of damage done 
is very gteat; it would seem that this pact of the 
city was more severely shaken than any other, a 
fact tending to confirm the belief that the earth- 
quake was not the result of Mount Asama’s recent 
activity, but was rather due to a subterranean col- 


visited the metropolis. Many chimnies were here 
overthrown aud houses wholly or pa: tially unroofed. 
Those in the vicinity of Mita were in several cases 
twisted away and will no longer be habitable. 
Piaster fell from the walls and porcelain was wreck. 
ed everywhere. No injuries to life or limb were 
recorded, however, up to seven o'clock yesterday 
evening. 

One of the chimnies of the Koishikawa Arsenal 
broke short off and, rolling through the tin roof, 
did great injury to the machinery below. The main 
gateway, one of the old-fashioned Japanese mon, 
was bent and its :oofiug denuded of tiles. The 
canal running in frout of the Arsenal, between 
Koishikawa and Suidobashi, isa mass of bi icks 
and stones, precipitated from the river-side into 
the water. All this was building material to be 
used in erecting the Misaki terminus of the Shin- 
guku Misaki Cho branch line of the city railway. 

Hongo, particularly in the Nezu and Koma 
gome dist: icts, was badly shaken. Two old houses 
were partially overthrown, but the immates 
had fortunately reached the street before the roofs 
fell in. Another private dwelling in Nezu had its 
upper floor—which was built in foreign fashion— 
completely demolished. No one was in the rooms 
at the time. 

The Sumida River behaved in a very eccent: ic 
fashion for several minutes after the shock, the 
water rising and then receding many times in 
rapid succession. 

In Kyo-bashi and Nihon-bashi the shock seems 
to have been felt with less severity ; yet some tram. 
cars were de:ailed, the horses trying to bolt with 
their heavy loads. Ginza and Tort being more 
substantially built than other places, did not fare 
so badly, though great wreckage was made in the 
two Kankdba near Kyo-bashi and whereever there 
was any stock of a fagile natme. 

A chimney of the Unitarian College in Mita fell 
down, completely unroofing one portion of the 
main building. Count lio’s p' ivate residence in 
Shiba Isarago was also fractused and otherwise 
injured, the roof collapsing and falling on the 


upper floor. 

The aps gouge journals were unable to 
promptly send out extras according to their usual 
custom, the cases containing the type being 
in may instances overthrown and the type scat- 
tered far and near. This happened also to a 
number of private printing establishments in 
Kanda District. | 

A second shock of earthquake was felt at 4.25 
p.m. This was preceded by a long and loud 
roaring sound, most distinctly heard in Kojimachi 
and Bancho. The first great earthquake was, in 
the opinion of most people, unaccompained by 


any warning sound. 


A TERRIBLE CATASTROPHE. 


The most appalling catastrophe occurred in the 
barrack of the gr Regiment of the Imperial Guard, 
at Akasaka. It being Wednesday afternoon, most 
of the soldiers were out on leave, so that a still 
greater loss of life was thus happily averted; yet 
the catastrophe was of a sufficiently terrible nature. 
The first shock set two or three of the chimneys on 
the largest three-storeyed building shaking, and 
in another moment they and some three or four 
others, fell crashing on the roof. The soldie:s in 
the upper-most floor had made a rush for the 
door so soon as the earthquake was felt. In their 
mad haste they got jammed on the staucase, the 
roof and chimneys falling on the struggling help 
less mass of humanity. Thiee were killed outright 
and a number of others more or less severely injur- 
ed. Nocertain figures are obtainable on this point. 
The Akasaka Police authorities state that twelve 
men were wounded, four of these perhaps mor- 
tally ; but at the Military Hospital in Kojimachi, 
the total number was estimated to be over twenty, 
several of whom, though they might live, were 
said to be crippled for life. It is moreover te- 
ported that the roof of the barracks in ques- 
tion had long been known to be in an insecure 
condition, so that it was quite natural that it 
should have yielded to the shock. Of those 
sent tothe Hospital it was said that three or four 
were not expected to live the night out. Great 
‘precautions were, however, taken to keep the full 
extent of this fearful accident from knowledge of 
the gereral public, and the most conflicting ve- 
ports were spread as to its extent. 

THE OBSERVATORY REPORT. 


The Central Observatory says that the earth- 
quake began at 2h. 4m. 10s. p.m. on the 20th 
instant, and that it continued four minutes and 
forty-eight seconds, the direction of motion being 
south-west to notth-east. The maximum horizon. 
tal movement was 76 mm. in 13 seconds, and the 
maximum vertical motion, I mm. in Io seconds. 
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Enclosure 1 with Mr. Dun's No./4/. 


Seoul, June 18, 1894. 
Dun, Tokio. ~ ; 

Rebellion suppressed by Koreans. Two 
thousand Chinese troops south Four thousand Japanese 
here. Neither of them will leave first. In their pres- 
ence there is much danger. Minister from Japan not : 
communicative and says that troops. came for the pro- 
tection Japanese. Ulterior purpose suspected. Can 


you inform me. $ill, 


Enclosure 2 with Mr. Dun's No/ @/ 


Tokio, June 22, 1894. 
Sill, American Minister, Seoul. 


No definite information obtainable. I anticipate 


peaceful settlement of the affair. 
Dun. 
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Pe ee hereby notifies all Citizens 


7 of the Unied Staise in Japan, and the 
Commanders and Masters of Naval and Mer- 
chant Vessels of the United States arriving at 
the ports of NAGASAKI, KOBE, YOKO- 
HAMA, and HAKODATE, that they will be 
| required, until further notice shall be given, to 
j conform in all respects to the Provisions of 
: IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 70, of His 
| IupxetaL Javanese Majesty's Government, 
| Promulgated June 18th, 1894, amending the 
| Regulations now in force for the Inspection of 
| Vessels arriving from Localties infected with 
tegen as follows :— 
(TRANSLATION) 
‘We hereby sanction the amendments to the 


Regulations for the Inspection of Vessels 
arriving from Localitiesinfected with Cholera, 
atid order the same to be promulgated. 

(Imperial Sign Manual). (Privy Seal). 
YOSHIKAWA AKIMASA, 
: Minister of State for Justice, 
Acting Minister of State for Home Affairs. 
jon 18th, 1894. 


IMPERIAL ORDIN ANCE No; 70. 
The Regulations for the Inspection of Ves- 
sels arriving from Localities infected with 
Cholera, promulgated by Decree No. 31 of the 
15th year of Meiji, are amended as follows :— 
The Second Clause of Article 2 to be 
amended as follows :— 
“Should the Health Officers find it 
necessary, the vessels, the passengers, 
the crew, and cargoes may be subjected 
to the process of thorough disinfec- 
tion, staying the vessels at the place 
to be designated for the period not 
_ exceeding nine days.” 
The following Clause to be added to the 
First Clause of Article 3 :— 
; “Should the Health Officers find it 


a and the crew may be stopped at the 
| “place to be designated for the period 
| not exceeding nine days.” 
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Enclosure with Mr. Dun‘s No /Cbh. 


Copy: 
Office Imperial Health Officer, 
Yokohama, Japan, June 26, 1894. 


Edwin Dun, &Esq., 

United States Minister. 
Sir: 

As an American citizen, and as a practical sanitar- 
ian, I have the honor to beg that you will urge upon me 
government the necessity of the permanent appointment of 
a competent Medical Officer to the United States 
Consulate-General at this place. 

The geographical position of Yokohama, to which is 
due the fact that all steamship lines directly connecting 
with America make it their point of departure forthe 
United States and Canada, renders it, in a sanitary 
sense, the gate of the Orient. The United States have as 
much to fear from the Far East as from Europe in the way 
of importation of infectious and epidemic disease; prob- 
ably more. 

In i personal experience, in the sanitary service ~ 
of the Japanese Government, I have, since 1877, contended 
against eleven distinct epidemics of Asiatic cholera, 
some of them of great magnitude. Small pox is still, 
occasionally, prevalent here, and is more or less 
epidemic every winter in Chinese ports; case after case, 
thence derived, being every year removed from the 


American 


¢ 
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American lines at this point. Leprosy is endemic in 
both China and Japan, and there is, in the latter country 
a peculiar form of infectious, epidemic, and very fatal 
dysentery which first appeared in southern Nippon, a few 
years ago, and is steadily, year by year, extending 
throughout the island. The Plague- the Black Death of 
the middle ages-- has, as you-are aware, this season 
broken out as _ epidemic in southern China, and, with 
sanitary conditions only comparable to those of European 
cities in mediaeval times, we need not be surprised 
should its ravages extend widely in this region. It is 
scarcely necessary to dwell upon the damage to, no one 
knows how many countries, involved in this outbreak of 
the plague; especially as it is severe and malignant at 
Hong Kong, a central point for eastward and westward 
bound commerce. 

So long as the precautions now being enforced by 
the Japanese are effectual, we stand here as a bulwark ~* 
between China and the United States. Should the Plague 
extend to Japan, as is, perhaps, rather more than 


méarly possible, the duties of a Odnsular Medical 


>» 


Officer here will be, for a time, of even greater import- 


ance than in the face of the constantly existing dangers, 
of. which I have before spoken. 

Permit me, further, to add that the proper execution 
of the duties of Consular Medical Officer, ox, Inuaacten, 
will demand a large share of the time of any oneperform- 
ing them; that the peculiar manifestations of disease, | 

due 
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Se 


due to racial idiosyncracies, require special knowledge 


for their detection, and, that, consequently, the very 
best. and most experienced man available should be 
appointed,at a salary sufficient to allow of hs devot- 
ing all needful time to the careful performance of the 
duties of his office. 

oe I am, Sir, 

Very respectfully, 
Stuart Eldridge, M. D. , 
Imperial Health Officer, Yokohama, 
Member Imp. Centr.B*d. of Health and 


Sanitary Adviser to Home Dep't. 
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Enclosure 1 with Mr . Dun's No./G% 
Copy. 
Yokohama, May 7, 1894. 


His Exoellency 
Edvin Dun, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America, 
- Tokio. 
Sir: 

We beg most respectfully to call your attention to 
certain facts and certain disadvantages under which we 
labor in the introduction and storage of kerosene oil at 
the port of Yokohama, and to request your co-operation 
in presenting the facts, for just correction, to the 
Imperial Government :- 

The Standard 0il Company of Nev York has for many 


years, through the agency of local merchants engaged in 
the trade, supplied the bulk of kerosene oil consumed in 
Japan. The Company has carefully watched the growth of 
this trade and feels that it can justly say that its 
service has been productive of great benefit to the 
consumers,since its oil is produced and shipped at a 


more reasonable cost than any in thé world, and a cheap 


illuminant is now, owing to the competition introduced 


by it, within the reach of the poorest in the land. 
The consumption of our product has been sufficient 


to interest us especially in the Japanese market, and 
upon 


4 | 
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upon coming out to take direct charge of the business,and 
to investigate the causes which stand in the way of its 
greater increase, we find that at Yokohama, which is the 
principal port of entry in Japan, and the port at which 
we have established our principal office, certain facts 
and requirements, just in themselves and equitable when 
put inforce, are now operating to descriminate against 
us in favor of the Russian oil. It is,therefore,to the 
following facts that we wish to call your attention as th 
the official representative of our diplomatic interests, 
and for the just correction of which we would bespeak 
your friendly intervention with the Imperial Government 
of Japan. 

Some years ago the Imperial Government was forced, 
by a proper sense of duty to the inhabitants of a large 
‘city, and by the inexperienced requirement s of the 
various insurance companies, to enact certain ordinances 
and regulations for the storage of all oil ( principally 
Russian and American ) received at the port of Yokohama. 
Preparatory to enforcing these regulations the Imperial 
Government, we are informed, erected large storage 
warehouses sufficient to receive the entire import. of 
Russian and American oils. 

Under the regulations now in force, alloil im orted 
in cases must be stored in these Government warehouses 
and is required to pay, in addition to an impory duty, 

a storage tax of seven-tenths of a cent per’case per 
month until such time a s it finds a market in the 


retail trade. Since the erection of the warehouse and 


iat , 

ac + 

i a 

a 

yo 

LN ea 
a 
ae 

owe 

‘ at a 

ar 

* Beeps er Pay) hs 
' Ne i , iii . ; ver ; 


eh ‘ fa » ofits, bea > . oa ae - getigaly’) 
; * ot CA a Be ae ERE RR aBRe 
RS a 0 EY eg arb. -# 


Br ee . i ry eye eg va ag és Si a ik ps a eee Fo 
ie : ; ey Me eon 4 Jee as . r " 
ot oe. / 2 /0F. ( ) 


the enforcement of the regulations, the Imperial Govern- 


ment has granted permission to an English firm to store 


kerosene imported from Russia in bulk in its om tanks 
without tax and has given permission for the erection 

of storage tanks for the purpose. It is true that the 
permission was granted nominally to a Japanese subject 
and in his name, but this, as is apparently well known and 
conceded, was but an evasion of the rule of foreign title 
exclusion and amounted, to all intents and purposes, to a 
grant to the English firm which permits them to import 
all the Russian oil and escape the storage tax which the 
American oil is still required to pay. 

We have found, after careful computation, that in 
the absence of any provision for Government storage, we 
could rent godowns and store the oil imported by us at 
an average cost of one-quarter of a cent per case,per 
month, whereas we now pay, as before stated, seven-tenths 
of a cent per case per month. 

We doubt not that when the charge was fixed it was, 
and is still, a reasonable and necessary one to produce 
the sum which is a fair interest on the total outlay of 
the Government in the erection of warehouses extensive 
enough to take care of all oil received at Yokohama, but 
now, since the Russian oil has beenallowed to pass into 
private hands for storage, the American oil imported in 
cases is the only oil offered for Government storage, and 
we are thus required to pay for the use of a much larger 
plant than we use or need, in fact, for a plant more than 


hal f 


half of which was erected for the use of the English 
firm. — 

This operates to our disadvantage and to discrimin- 
ate against us in two ways:- It attaches as added charge 
to our oil when offered to our consumers, and it prevents 
our keeping a large stock of oil onhand for ready sale. 
In other words, business prudence prevents our keeping a 
large stock of oil on hand when we may have to hold it — 
for some time subject to heavy storage charge, and we are 
thus forced to sell on long orders, and often cannot 
supply large orders for ready use on which we had not 
counted and which we could not have foreseen. 

We would suggest thab, since we have assumed direct 
and active charge of the sale and distribution of our oil 
in Japan, a material reduction in this storage charge 
would make it practicable for us to impor’ in larger 
quantities, thus increasing the Government's revenues, 
at an increased rate, from Customs dues, and would place 
us on a fair competitive basis with other oil imported, 
thus benefiting the Japanese consumers. While the 
storage charge complained of does not seem large, a 
fraction of a cent on the number of cases imported by us 
amounts to a large sum in the course of a ~ vear. 

We feel sure that the Imperial Government has not 
intentionably discriminated against an American product, 
and we feel confident that with the force that Your 


Excellency can command in presenting the foregoing facts, 


we shall secure that correction of disadvantageous 


conditions 
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conditions which even-handed justice demands, and which 
will place us in a position to in crease our trade with 
Japan, thus benefiting both ourselves and our Japanese 
consumers. 
To this end we ask your aid, and have the honor to 
be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servants, 
(Signed) Standard Oil Company of New York, 
by J. W. Copmann, 
Attorney. 


Enclosure 2 with Mr. Dun's No./#%. 
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Legation of the United States, 


His Excellency 

Mutsu Munemitsu, __ 
His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 

Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Sirti: = | 

On the 23rd instant I was informed by Mr. Kurino 
that he was instructed by Your Excellency to say to me 
that, after a careful consideration of the matter, the 
Imperial Government had decided to reduce the storage 
charges on kerosene oil at the government storehouses at 
Yokohama, from seven rin per case, ‘per month, heretofore 
collceted, to three and three-fourths rin per case, per 
month; ;and that the local authorities at Kanagawa would 
shortly notify the United States Consul General at 
Kanagawa, (Yokohama), to that effect. 

I beg to express to Your Excellency my ‘high appre- 
ciation of, the liberal spirit manifested by the imperial 
Government in conceding to this important article of 
American export that consideration which fairness seemed 
to call for, and to thank:Your Excellency forthe willing 
promptitude, displayed by Your Excellency’s Government 

in this matter, to satisfy the claim which I had the 
honor to present, verbally, to Your Excellency for con~ 
sideration. 


Enclosure 2 with Mr. Dun's Nos/#S~ 
2. 

I beg to say that i ‘am entirely satisfied with the 
reduction in the storage charges determined upon by the 
Imperial Government, and ‘that the prompt manner in which 
this matter has’ been’ satisfactorily arranged affords me 
much gratification. 

I shall have the honor to report this matter to my 
Government by the next outgoing mail. 


I avail myeete of this occasion to renew to Your 


Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 


ng? 
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Standard ead Company of New York, 
Kobe, June 25, 1894. 


My dear Mr. Dun:- 


Your telegram reading as follows: 

"Matter settled; charge to be 3 3/4." 
was duly received by me late Saturday afternoon,’ being 
sent out to me,by special: messenger, into -t!e country 
where | am stopping. I wired you back: 

"Many thanks. Kindly give me particulars by mail. 

"P.0. Box 77." 

I took the liberty of asking you to write partic- 
ularsas I wish to cable home, and,although your telegram 
said 3 3/4- which I understand to mean 3 3/4 tenths of e 
cent-, still I was not quite’ sure and expect your letter 
will explain. 

I most heartily OBE Es you on having achieved 
this big reduction for our interest. It. certainly is a 
help to. us; besides, it protes conclusively that our 
American interests are well taken care of. 

Thanking you for your’kind courtesy in informing 
me so promptly by hee and Perf 5 soon to have the 
pleasure of or ting on you in Tokio, 

ie, ». I remain, 

Yours enty respectfully, 
(Signed.) J. Ws ‘Copmenn. 


? _s* 
PY 3 


i 


fi | 
¢. Mactoaare ahah nik Dan 3.0.0. | 
Copy. 


Kobe; Japan, June 27, 1894. 


Hon. Edwin Dun, 
: Ravoy Betraordinary. ‘end Minister Plenipetentiery 
‘of ‘the United States of America, 
. Tokio. 
sir: 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your 
letter of June 25th; 1804, informing us that H. I. J. M's 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has granted to us the relief 
from excessive storage charges at Yokohama on kerosene 
oil, which we petitioned forin our.letter to you of May 
7th, 1894; and* we have much pleastrs in receiving the 
information that, hereafter, a nerres charges on 
Kerosene 011 at Yokohama will be three and three-fourths 
rin per case, per month, instead of seven rin} as hereto- 
fore; and that the date from which the reduced rate will 

3 be collected will be notified to the United States 
Consul General at- Yokohama by the Governor of Kanagawa 
Ken. 

We respectfully tender you our thanks for your 
prompt and efficient attention to our request, and beg to ; 
remain, Sir, 

‘Your most obedient servants, 

(Signed.) Standard 0il Company of New York, 

by J. ¥. Copmann, Attorney. 
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June 28, 1894. 
ad Received 9.30 A.M. 
SHAM, © 
Washington. 

Japanese Chinese relations relative to Korea 
very critical but Japanese Government expects that mat- 
ters will be amicably arranged. 

Dun. 


COPIED. FOREIGN RELATONS. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED. Cipher 


| rae ef Sapa ese VDrr 


Tha. : L the Unikd Mates Ase hi goed tha to 


Seeoteck ne: ‘jeskioek Gok bjt sf ide cl  RNe oem 


— .% ~ a ‘en. ootm 


semteie ; 
= we ; 
eR A a ae tt AO oe x a kia ee eae 


SISTANT SECRETARY, | 


” — 


TE fey ATS, <P tr PEALE 


AVs. 40 ©. 
Spain Bae | Lait Sate, 
OS raeye, Sopan sb denene XS ASF, 


inant: Bi SD Mit ahin. - 
is Sec larg. a _ SLA, 
ye a 4 laa hse LY) —-B, 
Siar 
Q.. the 277% _ i etat 
hetiih coa ches ek Pir. 
2Oi2s, cepaadier Os : Veacladin, 2o,. 2 Q. Dre, 
Lise Drie ciilir hr. Ciracoer. Ofirca <2, 


ating MWitAimed - wletirua lives 


é 
a / » 4 
Ss Yep ace 1 (2 Pe oe MARE de Acie 


AF tae <t44— “vif noel e 


<ophree EE len «6 A hatacn 


rr 


4 . 
ZA. At a¥ Me Bt. ee @ ¥ =o wl 


JP 


* 
Corte ee 4 a PUES a en ee ) eee 
C 


: M4, } 
Gard te Otrcan 2ffacre Oe ©. ae es 
. , 
Po 
ths —F + 5 ema 2 Acigrs os, te LORAaALurCA 


ene AnuVacte — * CTAA CCD CoA oo 


or ers hia Llre& as Ckarcetes, An 


uve Dak <n 2A" — fs. 
ae Ade? eine”: J ee =a KKect 
ee: PROS a5 For DIP 


we lative loth e fiend a oo 
Vespa 444 tha. afffacne 3 4 


9O correct. bing lone 0 


( 


s es x 5 Loree 
hy, : 
:  e 
. 


A” 


Se ae —M Ld @ CwaAat,~ Ne si See at Ae 


. I 7 , Kit, 4 aceon de /€7 8, - pes 


re ey OO atk _Bectain Qeoancuc 
| 


“Platine —weviating- ve Ke 

ae Cy Aka trea. 
SO es ‘i (de 9 eam "ie 

Peel the Avitinded lenaing— 


Sam =e othe. hl inns o> ae 


' a ~ = bs 4 


J 
A 


244.24 ew @ 


Og 
ie, ONO'S 


— > =tkKe ee. ee 


g 


’ ia 7 ea ae mei yr a ee > i . we : 
- . “ , | ° 
* a ee C ~£ Sietec dit a ee eee . ao : 
a : / 4 
o 
| et 


<tnwu BZunct Three 1444 Orc, ent 


4 al oo 
| 


tee 1a gists A1z4 1221011114487 
IS 


* 
+> 


s PA 


& 


a let Oars Lay 
A sake “oo. caet Po = Me 


ae 
PIT €CA11004 22 Kat Hegre 


( 


LY 


ee ee 7 | 
CAL te Cee’ _t0miu.ca Le Caria 


A * 


Hie tAterod WWror eer Ay eee 
¢ a emer fe 1210 € 
— Oo Ke Torte eae ay ae = | a (y Pa @ 


2 
tC SD : 


Jit ths cig <tit@ Air 4 wares, € em 2 ¢ 


Sey es Se 14041, oy ae 


yo th ee * el sla en riwntic. 
C 


aA ma ee ppm MAoxt* 1 hren 


weg Conaphier Tie lay Cnr k'd: AtLkits 
TAT OO = biae c 


a <a) oe wt ate ei L221 -t1- wteo 


| fA) Pd : 7 ~ 
t 
PA 7 * | SD Z. | 
othe oe: oF Tete oh ita es Za2<t 240 


thax —C as: teed, " ve aie the 


7 


| Seca ss wy | 
oe —<a+r1, re ee Meese samnions a 


Ee ra. ar 


gow as on Ee, 


Se 


KK entities Hh 2A. 


“A tl y 
a & Wola FAL _= ve * sa she on ‘ali ‘ CO. line: 
_/ TNE 
Ct“ ee a ee -—— 22 AS ¢ oer b Bade 


4 
Ko : 4.2 


/ 


“ie 


C; 
act o1tlJs Re eee Xe 
Meenas eres: Ie Pe Geni g— 
(Oe rs10 2 a LIA A Le Rote: 


\ 


— See: 
SRD ASSISTANT SECRETAR 
| 


i uae 


6 
I 
v ; 


_AsBLA am @ aes Oration 
( ( vv 
‘S | 
*’ 
CA AEL AL GiDY - Ce Zi1~eeu , ero 
ee ll 


ai 6 Ay aA ee ass ane 


Dre Prstte. anti oii ae 
[Piagphansdtty., nips pe 
On~. Vateonwe Aha y Lees ay frece- 
x the Cnviten States fue 
Jick «phe An nwt 14 Cede 
Daene efit Mb efioe ath Ahart 


UV 


Se ov. 

MitianerThy ed tan, lack ae 
a 5 Prcacun Timea tee Nid “an A atin te 
Ae Goan Fe Kone. Arneners of 


pee aeneonce es 


AC 


aX Cec ty Comesti nas ste dad 


4 Aeetized aos. /I@, ae a 
O97 instant nc ike “gre 


_ te~zl” tern. 
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Reading of cypher telegram transmitted to the Department 
on Jume 29th, 1894. 


Tokyo, June 29, 1894. 
"Gresham, Washington. 
"In case of withdrawal of Japanese Minister at 
"Peking will the United States use their good offices to 


"protect Japanes.archives and subjects in China? 


"Dun." 
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